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General Education Committee 
Minutes 

 
February 13, 2018 

 
Present: Bernie Quetchenbach Melinda Tilton 
 Jim Barron Matthew Queen 
 Emily Arendt Cori Day 
 Megan Thomas Tara Haupt (ex-officio) 
 
Absent: Tien Chih Tom Regele* 
 John Roberts* Leanne Gilbertson* 
 Rebecca Muller Scott Harris* 
 Lance Mouser* Brenna Beckett (student)* 

*excused 
 
Guests: Jennifer Burns Cortnie Broadus 
 Rachael Waller 

 
 
Jim Barron called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m. in the SUB Missouri room. 
 
The minutes of January 23 were accepted as presented. 
 
I. ASSESSMENT UPDATE 
 
At the last Academic Senate meeting, the Senate requested that the GEC review the Praxis test.  The 
Praxis test is administered to education majors as an assessment of the content they have retained.  
The question to the GEC:  Do we exempt education majors from taking the Proficiency Profile test, 
which we hope to require of all students before they graduate? 
 
Jennifer Burns, Licensure Officer for Educational Theory & Practice, stated that education majors 
are assessed using a three-pronged approach required by the Office of Public Instruction (see 
attached).  Students must meet a minimum GPA in content area courses; they are assessed in their 
student teaching course(s); and they are required to take the Praxis test, which they must pay for.  
Ms. Burns presented a variety of information about the content covered by the Praxis test, which is 
almost all of the content covered by the Gen Ed assessment (the Proficiency Profile).  It was noted 
that ETS created both the Proficiency Profile and the Praxis tests.  Ms. Burns stated that the College 
of Education is asking that only elementary education majors be exempt from the requirement that 
all students take the Proficiency Profile before graduation. 
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Cortnie Broadus, Data Research Analyst for Educational Theory & Practice, noted that students 
may take the Praxis more than once, since the standards for OPI are quite high.  She also noted that 
elementary education majors make up about 48% of the education majors on campus. 
 
It was noted that most, but not all Gen Ed categories are covered by the Praxis test.  Notably 
missing are the arts and humanities, as well as cultural diversity.  It was suggested that since the 
GEC has already reviewed the Proficiency Profile test to pick out specific questions that relate to 
our Cultural Diversity category, perhaps the same can be done with the Praxis test.  Either way, ETS 
will charge us a fee, but we have funding for this and it must be done. 
 
It was cited that the biggest issue is asking elementary education students to take not one, but two 
very similar assessment tests.  All of our students will have to take the two hours to complete the 
Proficiency Profile, should the graduation requirement be approved.  The Praxis test is ultimately a 
professional, job-related test, while the Proficiency Profile testing is to increase the quality of the 
Gen Ed program. 
 
The GEC thanked Ms. Burns, Ms. Broadus, and Dr. Waller for coming to the meeting. 
 

- Motion by Emily Arendt, seconded by Bernie Quetchenbach that the GEC make no 
exceptions to the recommended graduation requirement for the Proficiency Profile 
test. 

 
It was noted that the co-chairs have confirmed that adding a checkbox to DegreeWorks is certainly 
workable, it will just take time to implement. 
 

- Motion carried with 1 abstention. 
 

----------- 
 
Melinda Tilton announced she will be departing tomorrow for Philadelphia to attend an AAC&U 
conference on general education assessment. 
 
It was noted that we need to get started very soon on collaborating with the A&SC 111 instructors 
to work the ETS abbreviated test into their courses.  Dr. Barron and Ms. Tilton will meet with them 
next week. 
 
It has been suggested to the Committee that we do away with our current Gen Ed outcomes and 
create five to seven outcomes for the entire program, perhaps using the suggested learning outcomes 
from AAC&U.  Then, we generate our own assessment exam and put it in D2L.  Students would 
take it as incoming freshmen and again before they graduate.  The data will not be nationally 
normed.  The questions will all directly relate to those five to seven program outcomes, perhaps ten 
questions for each learning outcome.  This process would take a couple years to develop.  It was 
responded that the tests will need to not be identical, and in fact we will need multiple versions of 
the same question, and the test will need to be validated.  It was agreed that we need to change the 
outcomes but it would be simplest to keep the ETS testing, as they create all the questions for us 
and grade all the tests for us. 
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II. ITEM FOR INFORMATION 
 
Item 33.b  LIT 230 World Literature Survey.  Change course description. 
 

Item 33.b was accepted as presented. 
 
III. DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 

 
A.  Gen Ed Core Statement of Purpose Homework/Contest 
Five submissions were reviewed.  A reminder will go out to ask the rest of the Committee to submit 
an offering, and discussion will take place at the next meeting. 
 
B.  Gen Ed Outcomes Overhaul 
Ms. Tilton and Dr. Barron will put together some draft learning outcomes for the entire program for 
the next meeting. 
 
C.  Biennial Review of Gen Ed Courses:  Dividing Up the Work 
The best approach may be to divide up the reviews by category, and each Committee member gets 
assigned one category which they are not in.  This will eventually be part of our Gen Ed program 
assessment report to NWCCU. 
 
It was noted that any reviews not completed by the February 28 deadline will get a reminder, and if 
still not completed, may be informed that the courses will be removed from Gen Ed. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:19 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Rita J. Rabe Meduna. 




































