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Spring, 1917 

Montana polarized over war 

support 



Meanwhile we lead the 

nation in percentage 

filling draft quotas and 

who will enlist (relative to 

our population).  

Newspapers publish lists 

of  enlistees. 

We subscribe to Liberty 

Bonds and Loans far 

exceeding initial national 

projections 

 







Enter the IWW 











òGood work.  Let them 

continue to hang every 

IWW in the state.ó 

 Helena Independent 



A Land of  Strangers 







Nonpartisan League 





Judge Bourquin 

and Ves Hall case, Fall, 1917 

 



 

There will be satisfaction to the patriotic people of  

Montana that.., .in ... the coming session of  the 

legislature there is promise of  effective means for the 

punishment of  loud-mouthed traitors. Legislation for 

that is... made necessary by a recent court decision of  

Judge Bourquin. 

--Editorial, Great Falls Tribune 



February 1918 Gov. Stewart calls special session.  It passed 

criminal syndicalism act (aimed at outlawing the IWW). 

Empowered the Montana Council of  Defense as a fully 

constituted branch of  state government (which in turn began the 

process of  outlawing the use of  German language in the state) 

Unsuccessfully attempted to have the US remove Bourqin and 

US Attorney General Burton K. Wheeler. 

Impeached and removed a state judge deemed too lenient on 

alleged òtraitorsó 

And even passed a gun registration law 

Most infamously, the sedition act 

 


