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Why World War I? 



“New” History and World 
War I 



Community of the Soldier 



Trench Journals and 
Magazines 



Trench Journal Database 
MSUB Library 



The Western Front 

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  



World of the Soldier 







Conditions 

















Impact 



Shell Shock 



Introduction to Trench 
Journals  

•  Origins	
  

•  Types	
  

•  Rela2on	
  to	
  Oral	
  
Culture	
  of	
  Trenches	
  

•  Censorship	
  



Reporting and 
Contributions 



Rumors 

•  Common	
  
–  Real	
  and	
  sa2rical	
  	
  

•  Extraordinary	
  
–  Bri2sh	
  Navy	
  Sunk	
  
– Hospitals	
  Overflowing	
  
–  Sealed	
  Trains	
  from	
  
Russia	
  

–  Troop	
  Movements	
  
–  Spies	
  
– Wild	
  Deserters	
  



Legends and Lore: 
Angel of Mons 

•  Origins	
  

•  Varia2ons	
  



Legends and Lore: 
Crucified Canadian  





Significance of Rumors 

•  Normal	
  PaKerns	
  of	
  Everyday	
  Life	
  Disrupted	
  

•  Anything	
  Believable	
  	
  



“Things We Want to 
Know” 

•  Answer	
  to	
  Rumors	
  

•  Humorous	
  	
  



Past Times: Organized 



Past Times: Sport and 
Game 

•  Football	
  

•  Rugby	
  

•  Cricket	
  

•  Hockey	
  

•  Boxing	
  	
  





Holidays	
  

•  Religious	
  

•  Ethnic	
  

•  Cultural	
  

•  Folkloric	
  



Grousing 
•  Comradeship	
  of	
  
Suffering	
  

•  Pay	
  
•  Leave	
  
•  Twist	
  on	
  Familiar	
  
•  Food	
  
•  “Estaminet”	
  reviews	
  
•  Officers	
  
•  Poli2cians	
  
•  Shirkers	
  	
  









“In the Pink” 

•  Stoicism	
  of	
  soldiers	
  

•  Protec2on	
  of	
  Loved	
  
Ones	
  

•  Pro-­‐forma	
  cards	
  



Pro Forma 
Postcard  



The Enemy 

•  Mixed	
  image	
  

•  “Are	
  you	
  offensive	
  
enough?”	
  

•  Christmas	
  Truce	
  1914	
  



Gender 

•  Masculine	
  Society	
  

•  Longing	
  with	
  Limited	
  
Opportunity	
  

•  Idealiza2on	
  





World	
  Turned	
  Upside	
  Down	
  



Conclusions 

•  Contemporary	
  Voice	
  of	
  the	
  
Soldier	
  to	
  the	
  Soldier	
  

•  Endure	
  as	
  a	
  Community	
  

•  Nego2ated	
  Consent	
  

•  Agency	
  of	
  Voice	
  


