“IN THE PINK”

Community Discourse of the the British
Commonwealth Infantryman in the First World War

Dr. Thomas C. Rust
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REPORTING AND
CONTRIBUTIONS



RUMORS

e Common
— Real and satirical

e Extraordinary
— British Navy Sunk
— Hospitals Overflowing

— Sealed Trains from
Russia

— Troop Movements
— Spies
— Wild Deserters



ANGEL OF
e Origins

e Variations

LEGENDS AND LORE:

MONS

ANGELS OF MONS.

_—

Another story of & vision in France, that brings
to mind the “ Angels of Mons legend," is told by a
a sergeant of the Royal Sussex Regifnent in a letter
to his mother at Eastbourne, He writes - “This
morning, May 2and, about 12-30 or one o'clock, we
saw a most beautiful white cross in the sky. It
sailed along until it reached the moon. | think
everybody about here saw it, and for about ten or
fifteen minutes there waf not a shot fired. There
was absolute silence on both sides. We are wonder-
ing what this vision mcans, 2



LEGENDS AND LORE:
CRUCIFIED CANADIAN






SIGNIFICANCE OF RUMORS

 Normal Patterns of Everyday Life Disrupted

* Anything Believable



“THINGS WE WANT T0O
KNOW?”

* Answer to Rumors

e Humorous



PAST TIMES: ORGANIZED




PAST TIMES: SPORT AND
GAME

e Football
e Rugby
* Cricket
e Hockey

* Boxing






Religious

Ethnic

Cultural

Folkloric

Holidays



GROUSING

Comradeship of
Suffering

Pay

Leave

Twist on Familiar
Food

“Estaminet” reviews
Officers

Politicians

Shirkers




That Sword.

How he thought he was going to use it ——

The New Submarine Danger.
——and how he did use it.

“They'll be torpedoin’ us if we stick ere much longer, Bill.”
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A.D. Nineteen Fifty.

“1 sce the War Babics' Battalion is a coming out.”
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“IN THE PINK”

e Stoicism of soldiers

* Protection of Loved
Ones

e Pro-forma cards




PRO FORMA
POSTCARD




THE ENEMY

* Mixed image

 “Are you offensive
enough?”

e Christmas Truce 1914



GENDER

e Masculine Society

* Longing with Limited
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Opportunity

e |dealization







World Turned Upside Down



CONCLUSIONS

Contemporary Voice of the
Soldier to the Soldier

Endure as a Community
Negotiated Consent

Agency of Voice



