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Introduction

 Tonight, | would like to expand our view of WWI
and go beyond the Western Front, and focus on a
lesser known area of WW!I, mainly the demise of
the Austro-Hungarian empire and the emergence
of independent South Slavic states, in South
Eastern Europe, or the Balkans. At the same
time, | want to focus on the participation of
Montanans in WWI, both in the Macedonian
Front as part of the wars of liberation from the
Austro Hungarian Empire and the Ottoman
Empire during the pre-1917 period when the US
officially entered the war.



Introduction

 The focus of this presentation is Montanans from the
Balkans (Bosnians, Greeks, Croats, Macedonians,
Montenegrins, Serbs, Slovenes) who emigrated to the
US and Montana in the late 19t century and early part
of the twentieth century from their homelands, which
were incorporated into two empires destined to
demise after WWI — the Ottoman and the Austro-
Hungarian Empires. The participation of these
individuals in WWI draws attention to the multiethnic
nature of Montana at this time, as well as the
formation and re-formation of national and regional
identity — Montanan, American, and as it pertains to
the emerging nations of South Eastern Europe.



The Archduke and his Spouse, soon to be assassinated
In Sarajevo: June 28, 1914




The Bosnian Serb Assassin
Gavril Princip: Freedom Fighter or Terrorist?




WWI Saw the End of Four Empires and the Emergence of New
Independent Countries following the Wilsonian Doctrine of
Self-Determination
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Ethno-Linguistic Groups of the Austro-Hungarian Empire —
Note that Serbia, Montenegro were Independent and Allies to
the US




Serbs and Montenegrins in Butte already from the end
of the 19t c.
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1910 Census Data — Multicultural MT
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MT data in First Column

Carbon County Data — Last Column
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National (not ethnic!) Background of 1%t and 2" Generations
in Carbon County (Red Lodge and Bearcreek)
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National and Regional Identities

e Why is this important? The terms used in this census
data are politically charged and horribly out of date.
Still, the fact remains that MT in 1910 was much more
diverse culturally, ethnically, and linguistically than any
time since. We Montanans are very proud of our roots
and especially during election periods, we tend to see
advertising about how many generations a candidate's
family has been in Montana. This pride is even evident
in the WWI poster listing the speakers where we read
that a few are proudly Montana natives or even Billings
natives. | must admit - | am one of them. Proudly.



Croatian (Austrian) Immigrant Convicted of Sedition
Immigrants from Austria Shared Different Vision of post-war
Austria

Name: Martin Ferkovich
Age/DoB: 39

County of Conviction: Musselshell
Judicial District: 15th

Case No.: 278

Date of Conviction: Sentenced 2/21/19

2557 s,
Partin FER Kovicw,

Sentence: 10-20 years

Allepations: That on Friday, September 13, 1918 (day after registration day) said in Waddy
Russell (Kumor & Russell) saloon in Carpenter Creek, "This Government cannot take me
(meaning that the United States Government could not select him under the national selective
service regulations). I would kill the first man who tried to take me. Austria is my country and
I won't fight against her. [ wouldn't shoot my own brother. I would shoot someone else first.
The Government didn't do right; they didn't give me my citizenship papers. The Kaiser is all
right; he didn't bother me. The Kaiser didn't bother this country."”



Slovene (Austrian) Immigrant Convicted of Sedition

Name: Josef Hocevar PARDONED IN 1921
Age/DOB: 52 '

County of Conviction: Musselshell
Judicial District:

Case No.: 282

Date of Conviction:

Sentence: 6-12 years

Allegations: That on Oct. 4, 1918, at the Roadside Saloon, said "Patton 1s working this
Liberty Loan business too strong (referring to a member of the Liberty Loan committee). I am
an Austrian. This government is no good. I have been a citizen of this country since 1888. I
am not a pro-German, [ am an Austrian. President Wilson had no business getting into this



Note on Methodology and Sources

Remember, my focus are the participation of Montanans in WWI, both in
the pre and post 1917 periods, while recognizing many Montanans joined
the allied cause before the US officially declared war in 1917. The census
data as | have shown, are valuable, but to a point. Behind the great
appellation Austrian, Russian, Turkish, etc. we really don't know who these
individuals were. What language did they speak at home? What about
their religion? What about their loyalty to the Emperor - Franz Josef, Czar
Nicholas, etc.? To learn more about the individuals it is necessary to
access linguistic and philological evidence from contemporary sources,
including immigration records, birth and death records, and for this
presentation, military induction, registration and discharge records.
Names matter, but so does the filter through which these non-English
names are rendered into English. Were the informants literate? How well
did the recording agent know his geography? Were marginalia or notes
preserved in the records. The other important sources are in front of us
every day - the newspapers obituaries, sports reports, graduation records
and for the intervening 100 years - the graveyards and tombstones of our
communities.



Montana Memory Project
http://mtmemory.org

The Montana Memory Project provides access to digital collections from
numerous Montana libraries and historical repositories relating to
Montana’s cultural heritage and government. These collections and items
document the Montana experience. Many of these items are digitized
copies of historic material, some items are contemporary. All serve as a
resource for education, business, pleasure, and lifelong learning. This is a
statewide project of the Montana State Library and the Montana Historical
Society Research Center.

Note that the MSUB Library is a contributor to this project by providing
access to yearbooks and student newspapers. So if any graduates of EMC
are in the audience, you can locate and view your yearbook and papers
online!

http://mtmemory.org

| used primarily the collection of Military Enlistments for WWI . The card
file is part of the Montana Adjutant General's Office Records 1889-1959.



http://montanamemory.org/contributors.aspx
http://msl.mt.gov/
http://mhs.mt.gov/research.aspx

Enemy Alien Category

* Fnemy Alien were not to be drafted since they
would be put in position of fighting against
their own countrymen, and as we shall see,
there are exceptions to this. Some were
conscripted but discharged after failing to
prove their loyalty to the US Army



The Archival Material

For the remainder of my presentation, | would like to show
several original documents that pertain to participation of
South Slavic immigrants in Montana in WWI. Through the
MT Memory project, | was able to view online the
registration cards for WWI inductees. In particular, | was
most interested in those from Austria with obvious South
Slavic attributes, either place of birth, first and last names,
or additional information. The cards themselves provide
abundant philological and linguistic evidence of the
ethnicity of the individual, but also how the individual was
viewed by the draft board, the clerk filling out the form,
and how the individual viewed themselves in terms of
becoming an American.



Notes on the Material

There are many Italian immigrants who were also from Austria, but I've chosen to focus only on the
South Slavs with particular attention to Carbon County, really Red Lodge and Bearcreek. Therefore,
these documents provide a full and accurate picture of the participation of Austrian born South
Slavs in WWI. As we shall see, some eagerly accepted the challenge of returning to Europe to fight
the enemies of their homelands, while others were more reluctant to fight against Austria. The
prime factor, | believe, was the political orientation of the individual - how did he feel about his
homelands place in Austria, both during the war and in the future. Of course, there were other
factors and at the end of the day, it was an individual decision whether to serve in the US Army,
even though the individuals were recognized, usually, as Enemy Aliens and could easily avoid
service by demonstrating their loyalty to the Austro Hungarian Empire.

The records provide information on place of birth, often through the filter of both the individual’s
report, prior written records and ability of the clerk or the draft board to filter this information
through another language. We can assume some of these individuals did not speak English well
and may have had strong accents.

We can also see evidence here of the process of "Americanization" or the striving to become US
Citizens by naturalization, but also US citizens by culture. Name changes, spellings, professions all
testify to this.

Here | will review a few of these records, most from Carbon County, but a few from elsewhere in
Montana and even a few non Slavs for context.
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Fericich, Dragutin 3.139..089... * White *scwlered.

(Surname) (Christian name) (Artﬂy serinl num

Residence: 400 5 Park Butte Silver Bow  LONTANA

(Street and house number) (Town or city) (County) (State)

*Inductotl at Butte City liont '_on, J.Ell@___‘z_? 19.18

Place of birth: Age or date of birth: 29 f/ 12 Irs

Organizations H!’ﬁ\’ 1in, wnh :l(mm of assignments and transfers: 3 Co 1. Bn 166 Dep
'iﬁ to July 1lff8 Co D 167 Inf to death;

Served averseas from 1 Aug 7/18

Killed in action ... ..

Other wounds or injuries rece (‘l\i‘(l m m‘lmn i

(If none, sp,state)
Person notified of death: = John I __-TE_-_EEL
.rx.]d.(, on dd. (Degree of rLlaLMné

Form No. 724-6, A. G. O, # Strike out words not applicable. 1 Dates of departure from and arrival in the U. 8.
Nov. 22, 1919. A

I‘l‘"lﬂrk“ e P, e A AL T B 2 1 ARl S el s s =

(Culy. town. or pout uihw) g (State or cmmtry) ¢



1

Peshick, Frank 5,203,931 ¥ White * Colosed:

(Surrame) (Christian name) (Army serial number)

Phillipsburg JMONTANA

Rcsi:lunc.eq_

(Slrm:-t and house number) (Town or city) (County) (-b:tuw)

%N G P E. R, C, *Inducted at Missoula MMont on Oct 10 19 18

Place of birth: . Austria Age or date of birth: nJan 12, 1880

Organizations served in, with dates of assignments and_transfers:

Students Army “ng C Univ to Mont Missoula lont to
disch

Served overseas from
Honorably discharged on demobilization __-_...___--,_-_D_QQ-_l&Zlﬂ__, 19
In view of occupation he was, on date of discharge, reported 3] per cent disabled,

Remarks:

Form _n. 72_'," 11'1‘;}' G, O. . *8trike out words not applicable.. 1 Dates of departure from and arrival in the U. 8.
23 3 S




BV 2
Peskol Tony * White *Colored.

(Surname) (Christian name) (Army serial number)

B AN A TY A

315 Water 51 Helena e
(Btgest Rudt house arkiler) (Town or city) (County) (State)

i ' : . *Inducted at Helensa liont
e g - Age or date of birth:
Organizations served in, with dates of assignments and transfers: .......... o3
166 Uep Brig to Oct v/17; Co M 862 Inf to Visch

J

Residence:

Grades, with date of appointment;:
Pvi

Engagements:

Wounds or other injuries received in action:
NO

Served overseas from f " ta, 1.

FeR oD 18

Honorably discharged: : , 19

. to t

---ny, from
Alien Inermg

(Date) ; (Cause) ¢
In view of occupation he was, on date of discharge, reported per cent disabled.

Remarks:

¥orm NO. 724-2, A, G. O.  *Gyrike out words not applicable. t Dates of departure from and arrival in the U. S,
Nov. 22, 1919. 8—7363




. 1
John . ] * White * Colored.

(Surname) (Christian name)

Foaniademe 1y faaut 1 Helena . MONTANA

(Strect nnd house numbuj (Town or ciry) (County) (State)

*Inducted at Lewis &Glarl;couont on API‘ 28 18

Plac:‘of birth: Austria A.gc. or date of birth: 22 10/12 yra

Organizations served in, with dates of assignments nntl t ransfers:

166 Dep Brig to 4/18; C
166 Dep Brig to diswh

Grades, with date of n]agn]ntmnn[:

Wounds or other injuries received in action: None.
Served overseas from t...BO

Honorably discharged on demobilization
In view of occupation he was, on date of discharge, reported ........0 per cent disabled.

Remarks:




Bahorich, Roy.

(Surname) (Christian name)

Residence:....... 3 MONTANA oo

(Street and house number) (Town or city) (County) (State)

*Tillstedin -~ Inducted at Butte, Mont Sept 22/17 ey
+ Born in Cratean, Austrie  Age 22 3/12 yrs =

Organizations:

166 Dep Brig to Oct 24/17; Co B 346 M G Bn to Mch 19/18;
Co D 348 M @G Bn to disch; '

Girades: =

Pvt

Engagements:

Wounds or other injuries received in action: None.
T Served overseas: None s
§ Disch. May 20/18 alien enemy

Was reported per cent disabled on date of discharge, in view of occupation.

Remarks: o ' vy

Furm NO. T24=31%, A. G. O,  *Insert‘ R, A’ “N, G.”, “E. R. C.””, ““N. A.”, as case may he, followed by place and
March 12, 1920, date of enlistruent. t Give place of birth and date of birth, or age at enlistment.
37000 1 Give dates of departure from and arrival in the United States. gﬁwo date and couse.




Bigsjeck, Louis none White

(Surname) (Christian name) (Army serial number) (Race: White or colored)

Bearcreek, Carben MONTANA
(Town or eity) (County) (State)

* Hirrlintod-in Inducted Carbon Co_ Mont Nov 2/17 _

tBorn in Krasna Austriz < 27 5/1% g

Organizations: A o -
160 Dep B‘rl;;‘ to disch

Grades:
Pvt
Engagements:

Wounds or other injuries received in action: None,

I Served overseas: no e

§ Disch. Feb 1% /18 as Alien Lnemy
Wasreported 8] per cent disabled on date of discharge, in view of occupation.
Remarks: s =

¥Form No,724-31%, A. G. 0. _*Insert'R. A, “ N, G.”, “E. R.C.”, “ N, A.”, as case mn% be, followed by place and
March 12, 1920, date of enlistment. t Give place of birth and date of birth, or age at enlistment,
3—7600 FGive dates of departure from and arrival in the United States, 5 Give date and cause.




3
Brozovicun, HRudolf 2:443.44) _______*White *Eolored.

(Burname) (Christian name) (Army serinl number)

Residence: 701 So Broadway __ Bed Lodge  Cerbon _ MONTANA

F (Street and house number) (Town or city) (County) (State)

* Entisted-+ R A—* N G- E-R-€- *Inducted at _Bed_Lodge Mont _ on Sept 221917
Place of birth: Mrpapoty Croarais AuatrisAge or dateof birth: 22 5/12 Yrg.

~ Organizations served in, with dates of assignments and transfers:

- ._.156-Dep Brig to Nov 3/17; Co A 163 Inf to Disch.

Grades, with date of appointment: —
Pyie

Engagements: oo e TE AL e s im0 1O

Wounds or other injuries received in action: INone.
N

Served overseas from 2008 to

Discharged:

(]].‘!I_r.‘)
In view of occupation he was, on date of discharge, reported per cent disabled.

Remarhis: . A

Form No.724-3, A. G. O.  *8trike out words not applicable. 1 Dates of departure from and arrival in the U. 5.
Nov. 22, 1919, 37304
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White

I;H-I.I-.I-'I:I.ll:l.l.l!] (i hirsbisii e
Besltenor... ... D8 B @lenin 8% Butts -
{Streed il howss mumbiery (Townoe S0y {CulnEy )
“Lolicelde—s  inducted at Butte Mont July 1/18
t Dakn in fuatria 30 8/12 yrs

Cosunl Det Spruce Erodustion Dept Vancouver Wasgh

.

to Nov 22/18; Co C 6 Bn U 3 0ds to disch

Pt =

Viounds cr othor injurion reecived in action: Nona,

LALaLa}

CAmny serial pumber) | Heseo YWhive or eolored)

t Served oversops; 00 e
§ ITon, disch. Dao Elflﬂ. um demohilization 43
W reportod 0 per cent disabled on date of discharge, in view of cocupation.,
Tlemiasks: =
Torm Ko TH=114, 4. 0. 0. *Lmpet 0L, A7, 0L O,7 0E, R G, 0 N AL, as cams ma ba allwed by placn and
March 15, 102l dals o emistment, 1 Give placn of Lirth & nhur-r{-lr: , OF el L,
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ChIHOVI OHY:
Barovesm,* Lyko white
(Christinn name) (Army gerial number) (Race: White or colored)

Butte VO AN A

(Etan allii Il[]'llau umulu.ri (Town or city) (County) (State)

*Enlisted-in  Inducted at Sutte lont oep t 2:1‘/1‘?
+Born in Hercegowina Tubvigi Austria 24 yrs

Organizations: ! : e Al S :
' 166 Dep Srig to Oct 24717; Hq Co 362 Inf todisch

4

(irades: Pyt

Engagements:

Wounds or other injuries received in action: None.
I Served overseas: 1lo o
§ Disch. Feb 6/18 per reason of being an Alien enemy
Was reported per cent disabled on date of discharge, in view of occupation.

temarks: L,

Form No. 724=315, A. G. 0.  *Insert 'R, A.”, “N, G, ¢ E. R. C. » 6N, A, a8 case may boe, followed by place and
March 12, 1920, date of eniistment,” t Give ]ﬂucu of birth and date of :irtfl or age at enlistment.
3—7000 3 Give dates of departure from and arrival in the United States. 5 Give date and cause.




Larantick, Theodore

(Surname) (Christian name)

116 9 argoner Ut Butte MORYAN

(Town or city) y (County) (..>Lula.)

*Elinted- Rt NG E- R, *Inducted at SLLVEL_Sow S0 Mont  on 4oV 5 1917
Place of birth: .. Trabinjes ~ervia . Age or date of birthea _10/12 yrs
Organizations served in, with dates of assignments and transfers:

)86 Dap Brig te disch

Residence:

Grades, with date of appointment: _____
-
vt

Engagements: ..o.oocccocoeemnn--

Wounds or other injuries received in action: None.

Served overseas from t.. Qoo to T

,10.40ab_49/18 enemy alkien
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