




Albert Hofmann 
-First LSD synthesis  
-Nov 16, 1938 
-Sandoz 





MKUltra – 1953 CIA program to 
investigate LSD 
-150 “projects” 
-all records destroy in1973 
-Ken Kesey claims to have been 
a “volunteer” 
 
 
 

Over the next decade 
LSD was investigated as: 
-a psychotherapy 
-a truth serum 
-mind control 
 

Ken Kesey 



The Merry Pranksters 



1965 Drug Abuse Control Amendments 
 
 -Control over manufacturing and distribution of “dangerous drugs” 
 
 -”Dangerous” meant barbiturates, amphetamines , hallucinogens  
    but it didn’t name the drugs so enforcement was difficult 
 
  -Defined “narcotics” as heroin, morphine and marijuana 
 
 
  



Timothy Leary 
-seminary experiment 60-62 
-Concord prison experiment 61-63 
-Harvard fired him over marijuana use 



Kennedy:    You said you do not know 
about the quality.  What is it about the 
quality that you are frightened about? 
 
Leary:  We do not want amateur or black-
market sale or distribution of LSD. 
 
Kennedy:  Why not? 
 
Leary:  Or the barbiturates or liquor.  
When you buy a bottle of liquor – 
 
Kennedy:  This is not responsive.  As to 
LSD, why do you not want it? 
 
Leary:  On possession? 
 
Kennedy:  Why do you not want the 
indiscriminate manufacture and 
distribution?  Why not? Is it because it is 
dangerous? 
 

Leary:  Because you do not know what 
you are getting. 
 
Kennedy:   Is it because it is dangerous?  
Are you interested only in the consumer 
and whether, like truth in packaging, 
whether there are too many strawberries 
or not enough strawberries in the pie, or 
is it something more dangerous than that,  
Dr. Leary? 
 
Leary:   No sir: I think LSD is much less 
dangerous than the amphetamines and 
barbiturates.  
 
 Kennedy:  I am not asking that.  The 
reason, as I would gather it, is this is a 
dangerous drug: is that right? 
 
Leary:  No sir: LSD is not a dangerous 
drug. 

Congressional Hearing - 1966 



Harry J. Anslinger 
-First commissioner of 
the Federal Bureau of 
Narcotics – 1932-1962 
 
-Marijuana Tax Act - 1937  
 
-1937-1970 Marijuana 
was classified as a 
narcotic and fell under 
the same restrictions 

Reefer Madness 





The Narcotics Farms  
– prison disguised as treatment  1929 – 1967 
--Heroin addicts and marijuana users 

Lexington 

Fortworth 

1922 – Jones-Miller Act – made 
addicts criminals 
1929 – 1/3 of all U.S. prisoners were 
incarcerated for drug offenses 



The Lousy Summer of 1968 and the Start of Designer Drugs 
 

DOM (STP) – Serenity, 
Tranquility and Peace 

Amphetamine 

Dimethoxymethylamphetamine 

DOET 

TMA MDA 

MDMA (Ecstasy) 



1970 Comprehensive Drug Abuse Prevention & Control Act 
 
1) Treatment – provided funds for drug abuse treatment & rehabilitation (in 

fact every community mental health center and public health center got  a 
drug rehabilitation officer). 
 

2) HEW was given the task of setting up treatment guidelines and education 
programs   
 
 - many of you were probably exposed to these public awareness programs in 
school 
 
NIDA - was the scientific and education organization  
DEA – Legal arm 
FDA – continue to regulate pharmaceutical industry 
 
 
  



3) Commission on marijuana and drug abuse – the act paid more attention to 
marijuana than other drugs.   
 
---One of the stated reasons for the commission was to reduce marijuana use 
but in 1973 after studying the problem the commission recommended 
decriminalization of “possession-for-use”.  So that did not go over very well at 
the time. 
 
4) Established penalties for simple possession vs. distribution 
 
5) Established 5 drug schedules and the penalties associated with each drug. 



Drug Schedules 
 
  

Summary of the 1970 Law 
 
-It’s not perfect 
 
-Drugs ranked by medical 
value not some moral or 
ethical scheme 
 
-Treatment and education 
played a major part  
 
-Set penalties that were 
consistent with perceived 
abuse potential 



"Plain and simple, drug and alcohol addiction is a 
disease, not a moral failing — and we must treat it as 
such,"  
 
"It's time we recognize that there are gaps in our 
health-care system that allow too many to go without 
care — and invest in treatment. It's time we recognize 
that our state and federal prisons, where 65 percent of 
inmates meet medical criteria for substance use 
disorders, are no substitute for proper treatment — 
and reform our criminal justice system." 

From one of the Presidential Candidates a few 
weeks ago: 












