
Billings and
Coal Trains

March 9-10, 2012

MSU-Billings Ballroom
(Students are on spring break so there is 

plenty of parking)

Panel discussions
and speakers

Free, except for lunch

Conference sponsors:
 Yellowstone Valley Citizens Council, 248-1154
 Downtown Billings Alliance, 294-5060
 Urban Institute at MSU-Billings, 896-5862

 Call Rose at 248-1154 for more information

The Coal Export
Conversation:

An ambulance is caught in traffi c as a coal train 
crosses 27th Street in Billings. About 22 freight 
trains a day pass through Billings. Increased coal 
export could add about 40 more trains a day.

Coal train facts
 100-125 cars long
 115 tons/car
 14,000 tons/train (120 cars)
 110 million tons per year, peak production
 1.25 miles long (120 cars plus engines)
 5-10 mph in cities
 6-12 minutes wait per train at crossings
 40 trains a day (full and empty) -- 

approximately 4-8 hours at each crossing
Source: Western Organization of Resource Councils
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Th is project is funded in part by a grant from 
Humanities Montana, an affi  liate of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities.
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Friday, March 9
8:30 a.m. Coffee, muffi ns
9:00 Introductions and overview: Dr. Walt 

Gulick, Montana State University-
Billings philosophy professor

9:10  Keynote address: The World Economy 
and Coal, Dr. Thomas Michael Power, 
author and University of Montana 
economics professor emeritus

10:15  Break

10:30  Panel -- Trains and Their Place in 
Billings: Present, Past, and Future

 Ed Gulick, architect and Past Chair of 
Yellowstone Valley Citizens Council, 
on the view from a business on the 
South Side

 Kevin Kooistra, Western Heritage 
Center historian, on railroad’s role in 
Billings history

 Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
representative, on tentative rail plans

 Steve Arveschoug, Big Sky 
Economic Development Authority, on 
opportunities for Billings

Photo by Donley Darnell

Dust blows from coal trains in the Powder River Basin. BNSF estimates each coal car 
loses about 500 pounds of dust and particles on its way to the West Coast.

12:00  Luncheon buffet (cost $12)

12:30  Luncheon address: The Billings-area 
Economy: Now and into the Future, Dr. 
Larry Swanson, Director of University of 
Montana’s Center for the American West

1:30  Panel -- Trains and Tracks: Previous 
Proposals, Current Concerns

 Marion Dozier, Chair of the South Side 
Task Force, promoter of The Over, 
Under, & Around Project

 Billings City Engineer representative, 
on costs, Over, Under, & Around plans

 Dr. Robert Merchant, MD, Billings 
Clinic pulmonologist, on health 
concerns

2:30  Adjourn for the day

Saturday, March 10

8:30 a.m.  Coffee, pastries, juice available

9:00  Panel -- Impact of Increased Train 
Traffi c: Planning for Solutions

 Greg Krueger, Downtown Billings 
Partnership on Billings as an energy 
center

 Candi Beaudry, Director of City/
County Planning Board, on the role of 
planning on community change

 Montana Department of Transportation 
representative, on the State’s role in 
planning for highway change

10:00  Panel -- Possible Solutions and 
Funding Sources

 Larry Richards, Appraiser for Montana 
Department of Revenue, on possible 
State sources of funding

 Legislative assistant for Senator Max 
Baucus, on possible federal assistance

 Lisa Harmon, Director of Downtown 
Billings Association, on downtown 
cooperation, assistance

10:45  Breakout sessions: Create possibilities, 
questions for presenters to consider

11:30  Panel of conference presenters --
 What Has Been Helpful? 
 Where Do We Go from Here?

12:00  Turn in evaluations, sign-ups
 Adjourn

How would up to 40 additional coal trains (full and empty) a day affect traffi c congestion, public safety, and public health in Billings?

Starting the conversation
The Coal Export Conversation: Billings and Coal Trains will provide information 
about the planned increase in train traffi c through Billings and the impact it would 
have. The projected shipping of coal from the Powder River Basin to Asia is 
especially likely to increase train traffi c. 

Economists; business persons; city, state, and federal offi cials; and concerned citizens 
will be present to discuss together possible ways of solving the traffi c, health, and 
safety problems that might result from more coal trains. The public is invited to 
participate in Saturday’s brainstorming session. At stake is preventing further division 
of our city and enhancing the vitality of our downtown businesses and communities 
on both sides of the tracks.


