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What is TRIO?
Our nation has asserted a commitment to providing educational 
opportunity for all Americans regardless of race, ethnic background, 
or economic circumstance. In support of this commitment, 
Congress established a series of programs to provide educational 
opportunity for low-income, first-generation, and Americans with 
disabilities. These programs are funded under Title IV of the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 and are referred to as the TRIO programs. 
While student financial aid programs help students overcome 
financial barriers to higher education, TRIO programs help students 
overcome class, social, and cultural barriers to higher education.

Overview

TRIO in Montana is working 
In fact, when we compare Montana TRIO students to cohort groups 
of students from the same demographic (low-income, first- 
generation, and/or disabled), the students receiving TRIO services 
are more likely to enroll and graduate from a postsecondary  
education (PSE) program.

The Federal TRIO Programs
Upward Bound—Services include instruction in math, science, language arts, 
foreign language and other skills necessary for success in college; academic, 
financial, and personal counseling; assistance in completing college entrance 
and financial aid applications; and career exploration.

Educational Talent Search—Services include academic, financial, career, or 
personal counseling; tutorial services; exposure to college campuses; assistance 
in completing college admissions and financial aid applications; special activities 
for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders; and workshops for the families of participants. 
 
Educational Opportunity Centers—Services include academic advising, personal 
counseling, and career advising; help in completing applications for college 
admissions, testing, and financial aid; and financial and economic literacy 
activities.

Upward Bound Math & Science—Services include summer programs consist-
ing of intensive math and science training; year-round counseling and advising; 
exposure to university faculty who do research in math and science; computer 
training; and scientific research conducted under the guidance of a faculty or 
graduate student mentor.

Veterans’ Upward Bound—Services include intensive basic skills development 
for GED completion; refresher classes for subjects required in college; academic, 
financial, and personal counseling; tutorial services;  assistance in completing 
college entrance and financial aid applications;  and assistance in securing 
veterans’ services.
 
Student Support Services—Services include academic tutoring; assistance in 
college course selection; assistance in completing financial aid  and scholarship 
applications; financial and economic literacy education; assistance in applying 
to graduate and professional programs; assistance in transferring from two-year 
to four -year programs; individualized personal, career, and academic counseling; 
and mentoring. 

Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement—Services include 
academic counseling; research opportunities and mentoring from faculty; 
summer internships; tutoring; assistance in securing admission and financial aid 
for enrollment in graduate programs; and seminars and other scholarly activities 
designed to prepare students for doctoral studies.

The Current Numbers....
27% of low-income HS grads enroll in PSE nationally*

74% of low-income MT TRIO students enroll in PSE*** 

8% of low-income students complete a Bachelor’s degree in 6 years**

28% of low-income MT TRIO students complete a Bachelor’s in 6 yrs*** 

Statistics based on students coming from families with income less than $36,000
*Data Source: Postsecondary Education Opportunity, October 2010, Number 220
**Data Source:  Postsecondary Education Opportunity, November 2010, Number 221
***14-year average of Montana Upward Bound APR data

0% 100%
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Upward Bound
Purpose
Upward Bound (UB) works to increase the rates at which 
participants enroll in and graduate from PSE. Classic UB serves 
high school students from low-income families and high school 
students from families in which neither parent holds a bachelor’s 
degree.

Oakley Snustad
Oakley Snustad was a 2002 graduate 
of Helena High School. He attended 
Montana Tech and completed his 
Bachelor of Science in Computer 
Science in the spring of 2006. During 
his time at Montana Tech he was 
a member of AmeriCorps where he 
helped local Boy Scout troops, tutored 
current TRIO students, and was part of 
a team that created a life skills program 
at Reintegrating Youthful Offenders, 

a state boys’ prison in Galen, MT. After getting his degree Oakley 
started working for Northrup Grumman in Helena, MT. He has 
recently celebrated his 10-year anniversary with the company. 
Education has continued to be a part of Oakley’s life. He has 
become a certified Java professional and is currently working on 
agile development and GIS techniques to help him in his career. He 
also spent some time researching the history of computer science. 
Through this research, he ended up becoming a licensed amateur 
radio operator. This license has given him the opportunity to help 
provide communications for remote races like the 50-mile HURL 
Elkhorn Endurance Run. Oakley continues to volunteer for TRIO 
Upward Bound. He continues to tutor students, and has helped with 
many weekend and summer field experiences. He was presented 
with the Montana Chapter of ASPIRE TRIO Achiever award for his 
efforts in 2009. Oakley and his wife Molly just welcomed their first 
child into the world. 

Locations

MSU Billings

UM Missoula

Fort Belknap

MT Tech

5 programs

415 
students 
served

Montana Outcomes

74% both low-income & first-generation 

97% continued in high school or graduated
30% proficient in Math and Reading on state tests (ACT Benchmarks)

51% completed high school rigorous core requirements

37% of 2010 HS grads graduated from PSE

(2015-2016 ED Annual Report Data)

Salish Kootenai College

68% greater than 2.5 GPA

73% enrolled in PSE fall semester after high school graduation

0% 100%



65 2017 Montana TRIO Fact Book

Educational Talent Search
Purpose
The goal of Educational Talent Search (ETS) is to increase the 
number of youth, 6th-12th grade, from disadvantaged backgrounds 
who complete high school and enroll in the PSE institution of their 
choice. Educational Talent Search also serves high school dropouts, 
to age 27, by encouraging them to re-enter the educational system 
and complete their education. 

Studiner Family
All four children in the Studiner 
family, Ethan, Blake, Lauren, 
and Claire, have enjoyed and 
benefitted from the experiences 
of the Educational Talent Search 
program. As first-generation college 
students, all four children knew 
that they wanted to go to college, 
but weren’t sure how to make that 
happen. As each child entered sixth 
grade at Laurel Middle School, 

they joined ETS and became excitedly involved in the college 
visits, the career days, the academic advising, and early college 
classes. All four siblings are well on their way toward bright futures.  
Ethan has graduated for the United States Naval Academy with an 
oceanography major and is currently serving in Charleston, SC as a 
JAG office investigator. Blake graduated from Boston College in May 
2016 with a mathematics major and is located in Boston working 
with Oracle in sales support. Lauren is currently attending Boston 
College and is a junior in their nursing program. This past summer 
Lauren rode a bicycle across the US to raise funds for affordable 
housing and helped build homes along the way. The youngest 
sibling, Claire, is currently a freshman at Laurel High School and is 
taking honor classes just like her brothers and sister. 

“The ETS TRiO program was invaluable  
preparing us for our future college success. 
We wish to extend our gratitude for all the 
ETS help and guidance in the past and in the 
future for the Studiner family”

Locations

Montana Outcomes

70% both low-income & first-generation 
99% secondary school persistence
93% secondary school graduation or GED with regular diploma
54% secondary school graduation or GED with rigorous core
75% PSE enrollment

(2015-2016 ED Annual Report Data)

MSU Billings

Fort Belknap 
(Defunded 2016-17)

MT Tech

4 programs

3,111 
students 
served

OCHE - Helena

0% 100%

34% PSE completion
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Educational Oppor tunity Centers
Purpose
The goal of the Educational Opportunity Centers (EOC) is to 
increase the number of adult participants who enroll in PSE. An 
important objective of the program is to counsel participants on 
financial aid options, including basic financial planning skills, and to 
assist in the application process. 

Genie Hutcheson 
Genie is an exceptional woman who 
personifies the expression “anything is 
possible,” which is clearly evidenced 
by her fierce spirit of determination. In 
2006, Genie made the life changing 
decision to break free of her addiction 
to drugs and make a better life for 
herself and her children. Genie always 
dreamed of going to college, but fear 
of failure paralyzed her from moving 
forward until she began to connect with 

people who believed in her and fortified her to take the leap. TRiO 
Educational Opportunity provided Genie with the framework and 
support to make her college dreams a reality. She started working 
towards her General AA degree at Missoula College in the fall 
semester of 2013, and then moved into the accounting program 
and will graduate in May with an AA in Accounting Technology.  
Genie has successfully found employment with a locally owned 
business, Liquid Planet, as an accounting assistant and is excelling 
in her position. She continues to be a role model to other students 
and an inspiration to others for pursuing higher education. Genie 
has been on the Dean’s list since her first semester in college, 
worked as a tutor to help students in accounting, and is a member 
of Phi Theta Kappa National Honor Society. “People look to me for 
inspiration and strength and it is an amazing feeling to have my 
hard work acknowledged and maybe even admired, and to know 
EOC helped me get here.”

Locations

Montana Outcomes

(2014-2015 ED Annual Report Data) 

Billings

Helena

Rocky Boy

Butte

1 program 
(Defunded 2016-17)

2,500  
students 
served

MSU Northern
Havre

Missoula

Pablo

Great Falls

Kalispell & Libby

83% both low-income & first-generation 

40% of seniors graduated/completed GED

99% of college-ready participants completed FAFSA

93% of college-ready participants applied to PSE

67% of high school/GED grads enrolled in PSE

0% 100%

“I am so glad to say that I am now a positive 
influence on the people in my life.”
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Veterans’ Upward Bound
Purpose
The goal of Veterans’ Upward Bound (VUB) is to increase the rates 
at which participating veterans enroll in and graduate from PSE.  
Veterans’ UB serves low-income, first-generation military veterans 
who are preparing to enter PSE. 

Ryan McKee
Ryan McKee never felt he was a good 
learner, so it’s not surprising that he 
felt the Army was a better fit for him 
than college. He enlisted after high 
school and was an 82nd Army Airborne 
Infantryman stationed at Fort Bragg. 
He deployed twice to Afghanistan 
and achieved the rank of Sergeant. 
When he exited the Army in 2012, he 
enrolled in Veterans’ Upward Bound 
for a complete academic refresher 

and to develop the practical learning skills he felt he was missing. 
He hoped the discipline and determination he gained in the Army 
would help him succeed in college. Ryan had ambitious goals and 
tremendous drive and determination. It didn’t take him long to 
settle into the program and show his quick brain, sense of humor, 
and willingness to not take himself too seriously. Watching Ryan’s 
transition from soldier to college student, it’s hard to reconcile the 
high school student with the 1.2 GPA with the college graduate who 
completed a Bachelor’s degree in Business with a double major in 
Management and Marketing while maintaining a 3.75 GPA. Since 
finishing college in 2016, Ryan has joined his father in the family 
business. When Ryan reflects on his experience in VUB, he is quick 
to give credit to the program but recognizes that he has been the 
driver of his own success. “The VUB program was an invaluable 
experience…I wasn’t subjected so harshly to the culture shock of 
military life vs. campus life because I now had a network of support 
I could count on.”

“Through the discipline I gained in the  
infantry and support from VUB, I achieved 
and exceeded my own expectations.”

Locations

MSU Billings

1 program  
MSU Northern 
(based at  
MSU Billings)

155  
students 
served

Montana Outcomes
72% meet both low-income/first-generation eligibility

38% PSE placement rate within 1st year

89% showed impovement on standardized tests

44% of 2008 program grads graduated from PSE

(2014-2015 ED Annual Report Data)

MSU Northern

0% 100%

92% completed VUB educational program
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Student Support Services - 4 year
Purpose
The goal of Student Support Services (SSS)/4-year projects is to 
increase college retention and graduation rates of participating 
students.  SSS provides opportunities for academic development, 
assists students with basic college requirements, and serves to 
motivate students towards the successful completion of PSE.  SSS 
may also provide grant aid to current participants who are receiving 
federal Pell Grants.  In 2015-2016, 382 Bachelor’s degrees were 
earned by MT SSS partipants.

Mark Hedinger
Mark Hedinger is the first of his 
immediate and extended family to 
attend college. Many members of his 
family have not even graduated from  
high school. Mark’s early attempts at 
college resulted in poor grades and 
he struggled to find purpose in his 
education. Mark gained a passion 
for education while serving in the 
Navy and is now pursuing a degree 
in Neuroscience at MSU.  Mark has 

a 4.0 GPA and intends to become a pediatric trauma surgeon. 
He is invested in his college peers and mentors students in TRIO 
and The Caring for Our Own Program, both programs that serve 
first-generation, low-income, and minority students. He has a true 
passion for teaching and understanding Anatomy and Physiology.  
Through the TRIO SSS program, Mark was nominated and selected 
as a Presidential Emerging Scholar at MSU-Bozeman. With this 
honor, Mark will be traveling with a non-profit organization, ROC 
(Reach Out and Care) Wheels to impoverished countries to provide 
trauma care and deliver completed wheelchairs to people. Mark 
will be graduating in December 2017 with his degree in Cell 
Biology and Neuroscience.  He has completed his MCAT exam and 
is applying to medical school. He stands as a shining example of 
what TRiO Student Support Services is about; not only showing 
how students receive services, but also how they give back to their 
community.

“TRIO has made a community for us that makes us 
feel great, and comfortable. It’ll be a sad day when 
I have to leave school after graduation, but I won’t 
ever forget everything TRIO has done.”

Locations

Montana Outcomes

70% both low-income & first-generation 

79% persistence toward completion of degree

93% good academic standing

44% 6-year graduation rate

(2015-2016 ED Annual Report Data)

MSU Billings

UM Missoula

MSU Northern

MT Tech

8 programs

1,794 
students 
served

UM Western

Rocky Mountain 
College

University of Great Falls

0% 100%

MSU Bozeman
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Student Support Services - 2 year
Purpose
The goal of Student Support Services (SSS)/2-year projects is 
to increase the college retention and graduation rates of its 
participants and facilitate the process of transition from one level 
of higher education to the next, particularly from 2-year degree 
programs to 4-year degree programs.  SSS may also provide grant 
aid to current participants who are receiving federal Pell Grants.  In 
2015-2016, 228 degrees or certificates were earned by MT SSS 
participants.

Brianna Trent
Brianna Trent joined TRIO SSS at 
Helena College as a low income, first 
generation student. In under two years, 
Brianna completed an associate’s 
degree in Accounting and Business 
Technology. During her initial meeting 
with the TRIO staff, she solidified her 
college path and was encouraged 
to pursue a four-year degree. In May 
2017, Brianna will graduate from MSU 
Billings with a bachelor’s in Business 

Administration with an Accounting option. While at Helena College, 
Brianna contributed much to the TRIO SSS program, first as a peer 
mentor and academic tutor, then as a full-time Program Assistant. 
Within the Helena community, Brianna contributes just as much. 
She has been a foster mother to seven children over the years 
and is an active volunteer at her church. Recently, she accepted a 
position at an accounting firm in Helena. Brianna attributes much 
of her success to her grandparents. She recalls, “They told me to 
promise to do my best, and promise to graduate.” Brianna’s son 
motivated her to keep those two promises: “I want my son to know 
that even when it’s hard, it’s attainable. I want to teach him that 
going to college is something you can do. Something you need to 
do.” TRIO has also motivated Brianna to persist, especially “the 
supplemental advising, the support, and having people who know 
you and understand you.” As Brianna embarks on her new career, 
more education is on the horizon. She plans to earn a MBA and 
continue to give back by teaching at the college level.

“Don’t give up. Even when it’s hard, there are 
plenty of resources on campus to help you 
get through tough times.”

Locations

Montana Outcomes

76% both low-income & first-generation 

81% persistence toward degree or transfer

87% good academic standing

55% 4-year rate of graduation or transfer to a 4-year college

(Most Recent Annual ED Report Data Available)

Salish Kootenai College

Flathead Valley CC
Fort Peck CC 6 programs

1,223 
students 
servedHelena College

Chief Dull  
Knife College

Blackfeet CC

0% 100%
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McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement
Purpose
The goal of The McNair Scholars Program is to promote equity 
in graduate school enrollment by encouraging the completion 
of doctoral degrees by low-income, first generation or 
underrepresented minority students.  The program facilitates each 
student’s successful application to graduate school and better 
equips them with confidence, knowledge and skills for meaningful 
and relevant contributions to their professional career endeavors.

Deb Blanchard
Deb Blanchard came to college as a 
first generation, non-traditional aged 
student. “Being a nontrad presented 
its own set of challenges in addition 
to being a 1st gen student. Thankfully 
I had SSS at MSU to help ground me. 
Once I realized that I would need a 
graduate degree to do the kind of 
work I aspired to, the McNair program 
was instrumental in giving me the 
confidence and support I needed to 

pursue my goals.” As a McNair Scholar, Deb worked on a research 
project exploring how multicultural “hybridity literatures” could 
be integrated into the classroom as a basis for discussion and 
dialogue between students from different racial backgrounds. 
Upon graduating from MSU with an English degree in 2011, Deb 
immediately went into a Master’s program and graduated in 2013. 
Currently, she is working on a doctoral degree in Adult and Higher 
Education. Her research interests include first-year studies, first-
generation and nontraditional student transitions into college, and 
the scholarship of teaching and learning in the university setting. “I 
honestly don’t know if I would have pursued graduate school to this 
degree without the continued support and encouragement of the 
McNair program I was a part of.”

“I’m very grateful to have had the  
opportunity to be a part of a program that 
appreciated that I had something to offer 
higher education and academia.”

Locations

62% graduate school enrollment 

81% both low-income and first-generation
41% of student meet minority in graduate education eligibility

3.50 average GPA

(2015-2016 ED Annual Report Data)

1 program

121 
students 
served to 
dateMSU Bozeman

Montana Outcomes

0% 100%

73% of McNair scholars in STEM 
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TRIO in Montana
Program Location Students Funding
Student Support Services - 4 year
  Montana State University Billings 250 $313,861
  Montana State University Northern 240 262,731
  Montana Tech of the University of Montana 120 226,600
  Montana State University Bozeman 140 226,600
  Rocky Mountain College 250 299,695
  University of Great Falls 230 297,282
  University of Montana Missoula 375 419,939
  University of Montana Western 160 255,012

     Program Total 1,765 2,301,720

Student Support Services - 2 year
  Blackfeet Community College 170 303,671
  Chief Dull Knife College 90 145,632
  Flathead Valley Community College 350 332,914
  Fort Peck Community College 175 278,668
  Salish Kootenai College 230 300,680
  Helena College, University of Montana 140 226,600

     Program Total 1,155 1,588,165

Student Support Services Combined Total 2,920 3,889,885

Educational Opportunity Centers*
  Billings – Lincoln Center
  Butte – Highlands College of Montana Tech
  Great Falls – Great Falls College, MSU
  Havre - Montana State University Northern
  Helena – Helena Job Service Workforce Center
  Kalispell & Libby – Flathead Valley CC
  Missoula – Missoula College, University of Montana
  Pablo – Salish Kootenai College
  Rocky Boy Reservation – Stone Child College

     Program Total 2,500 597,371

Program Location Students Funding
Educational Talent Search
  Montana Office of the Commissioner of Higher 
  Education

1,287 617,760

  Montana State University Billings 600 284,160
  Montana Tech of the University of Montana 510 241,440

     Program Total 2,397 1,143,360

McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement
  Montana State University Bozeman 25 226,600

Classic Upward Bound
  Fort Belknap Indian Community 75 333,519
  Montana State University Billings 75 338,250
  Salish Kootenai College 87 372,820
  University of Montana Missoula 75 347,625
  Montana Tech of the University of Montana 66 296,517

     Program Total 378 1,688,731

Veteran’s Upward Bound
  Montana State University Northern 155 351,230

Upward Bound Combined Total 533 2,039,961

Grand Total for 25 programs 8,375 $7,897,177

(FY 2016 US Department of Education Data from Federal TRIO Website )

*Program defunded in 2016-17


