
UNDERGRADUATE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

 

 

Date: October 25, 2006 

 

Present: B.J. Harrold Loretta Morgan 

 Maggie McBride Joy Honea 

 Mark Jacobson Brian Gurney 

 Barbara Wheeling Dixie Metheny 

 Alan Christensen Cindy Dell 

 Vern Gagnon Cheri Johannes 

 

Absent: Ernie Randolfi 

 Becky Richardson – excused Trisha Biggs – excused 

 Danielle Mues (student) 

   

Guest: Susan Gilbertz 

  

 
 

Vern Gagnon called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 25, 2006, 

in the Missouri room of the SUB. 

 

The October 11 meeting minutes were accepted as corrected. 

 

I. ITEMS – FIRST READING 

 

Item 17  BA Major in Environmental Studies.  Modification of an existing program. 

 

- Motion by Cindy Dell, seconded by Loretta Morgan to approve Item 17 on 

first reading. 

 

Susan Gilbertz, Director of the Environmental Studies Program, stated that the new 

Academic Foundations package does not include PHIL 311 Environmental Ethics.  This 

program change adds PHIL 311 to the required courses in the BA.  The program 

modification also includes a policy change to accept a C- in required courses because of 

differences in grading, especially for some of the science courses. 

 

Joy Honea noted that the institution she came from did not allow multiple instructors 

teaching the same course to use the +/- system to help negate this problem.  It was 

suggested that the UCC recommend this possibility to the Academic Senate. 

 

- Motion carried. 
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- Motion by Joy Honea, seconded by Cindy Dell to waive second reading of 

Item 17. 

 

- Motion carried. 

 

Item 18.e  SOCL 423 Control of Crime.  Change title and course description. 

Item 18.f  BA Major in Sociology.  Modification of an existing program. 

Item 18.g  BS Major in Sociology.  Modification of an existing program. 

Item 18.h  Minor in Sociology.  Modification of an existing program. 

 

- Motion by Dixie Metheny, seconded by B.J. Harrold to approve Items 18.e, 

18.f, 18.g, and 18.h on first reading. 

 

Joy Honea noted that the department is changing the title of SOCL 423 to more 

accurately reflect the course, and the program changes are to show that title change.  Item 

18.e also changes the prerequisites of SOCL 423 from SOCL 324 and 326 to just SOCL 

101 because students don’t necessarily need to take 324 and 326 before taking 423. 

 

It was noted that Human Services students can take SOCL 324, 326, or 423, but the 

program is very flexible about which they take. 

 

- Motion carried with one abstention. 

 

- Motion by Loretta Morgan, seconded by Dixie Metheny to waive second 

reading of Items 18.e, 18.f, 18.g, and 18.h. 

 

- Motion carried. 

 

Item 14  MATH 201 Mathematics for Elementary Education I.  Change title to 

Fundamentals of Mathematics I. 

Item 14.a  MATH 202 Mathematics for Elementary Education II.  Change prerequisites 

and change title to Fundamentals of Mathematics II. 

 

- Motion by Cindy Dell, seconded by Joy Honea to approve Items 14 and 14.a 

on first reading. 

 

Dixie Metheny stated that MATH 202 is currently in Academic Foundations, but in order 

to stay there the title and the implied restriction have to be removed.  Item 14.a changes 

the title of MATH 202 and also the prerequisites to add “consent of instructor” because 

that’s what we’ve always done anyway.  Then, it was strange to have a different title for 

the first course in the series, MATH 201, so Item 14 changes the title of that course as 

well.  MATH 201 will still be restricted to elementary education students, but it is not in 

Academic Foundations. 
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Cheri Johannes, Registrar, noted that the math courses do have prerequisite checks in 

Banner, and they have worked pretty well.  The problem with putting a restriction into 

Banner, aside from the fact that it’s quite cumbersome, is that the computer cannot 

interpret “consent of instructor.”  That, along with some other issues, is the reason most 

courses’ prerequisites are not currently enforced in Banner. 

 

- Motion carried. 

 

- Motion by Loretta Morgan, seconded by Joy Honea to waive second reading of 

Items 14 and 14.a. 

 

- Motion carried. 

 

Item 14.b  COMP/MATH 305 Discrete Structures I.  Change prerequisites. 

Item 14.c  MATH 498 Capstone Seminar.  Change credits and course description. 

Item 14.d  BS Major in Mathematics.  Modification of an existing program. 

 

- Motion by B.J. Harrold, seconded by Loretta Morgan to approve Items 14.b, 

14.c, and 14.d on first reading. 

 

Dixie Metheny noted that a change of instructor for COMP/MATH 305 has necessitated 

a prerequisite change to add COMP 101, which is already required for math majors 

anyway.  MATH 498 has been 1 credit, but this change makes it variable 1-3 because the 

projects in the class may require more than 1 credit.  The program modification adds 

MATH 498 as a required course for math majors. 

 

- Motion carried. 

 

- Motion by Loretta Morgan, seconded by Mark Jacobson to waive second 

reading of Items 14.b, 14.c, and 14.d. 

 

- Motion carried. 

 

II. Prerequisite Discussion 

 

The question was raised as to whether there are any accreditation issues with a 400-level 

course having no prerequisites.  It was noted that NWCCU does not check prerequisites, 

but if students in upper level courses are struggling because they don’t have the 

prerequisite knowledge, Northwest will notice. 

 

Ms. Johannes noted that prerequisite checks can be implemented for all courses, but you 

have to make sure that the prerequisite courses are what you really want.  Banner will not 

allow a student in your class until the prerequisite is fulfilled.  The alternative is an  
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instructor restriction.  It was noted that it is important for students to know the 

prerequisites for a course, but actually enforcing them may cause more problems than it 

solves.  It was noted that some disciplines have mostly upper division courses, so it 

would be hard to enforce prerequisites because many of the courses are taken at the same 

time, or in no particular order.  We can’t set students up to fail. 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m. 

 

rjrm 


