
UNIVERSITY GRADUATE COMMITTEE 
DECEMBER 14, 2016 

MINUTES   
 

PRESIDING:  Dr. Cheryl Young-Pelton, Chair* 
    
MEMBERS:  Dr. Terry Blackwell, CAHP^ 
   Dr. Suzette Nynas, CAHP* 

Dr. Brent Finger, CAS^ 
   Dr. Samuel Boerboom, CAS* 
   Dr. Kari Dahle-Huff, COE* 

Ms. Anna Mason, Student Representative* 
Ms. Lori Fryett, Student Representative* 

 
GUESTS:  Dr. Paul Pope, Political Science 
   Dr. Mara Pierce, Art 
 
ALTERNATES: Dr. Mike Havens, CAS 
  
NOTE:  * symbolizes that this member was present at the meeting 
   ^ symbolizes that this member was excused 
  
EXOFFICIO   
MEMBERS:  Dr. Diane Duin, Dean CAHP, Interim Director* 
   Dr. Mary Susan Fishbaugh, Dean COE* 
   Dr. Christine Shearer-Cremean, Dean CAS* 
   Mr. David Sullivan, Graduate Office* 
   Ms. Jenay Cross, Graduate Office*      

 
I. MINUTES:  The minutes from the November 30, 2016 meeting were approved. 

 
II. CURRICULAR ITEMS/CATALOG 

1. PSCI 500 course: Dr. Pope was invited to present this course’s addition to the 
catalog.  PSCI 500 is a 9-credit course that would be created as part of a grant 
program to certify high school teachers to teach dual enrollment courses. 

a. Nisha Bellinger is leaving after spring 2017, so she will need to be replaced 
if this course were to go forward. 

b. The course is a mix of online and on-campus work, taking place during the 
summer in order to be convenient for teachers who want to take it. 

c. There were some questions as to whether or not the course number was 
approved by the Registrar before the changes are forwarded to the Senate. 
Dr. Boerboom moved to approve PSCI 500 with the caveat that the course 
numbering be approved by the Registrar.  Dr. Dahle-Huff seconded.  All 
voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

2. ARTZ 510 course: Dr. Pierce was invited to present this course’s addition to the 
catalog.  ARTZ 510 is another 9-credit course that would be created as part of the 
same grant as PSCI 500. 

a. As this is part of the same program as PSCI 500, the same question about a 
common course number was given. 
Dr. Nynas moved to approve ARTZ 510 with the caveat that the course 
numbering be approved by the Registrar.  Dr. Boerboom seconded.  All 
voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

3. SPED Supervisory changes: Dr. Fishbaugh presented these changes to Grad 
Committee. 

a. The number of credits in the internship (SPED 690) for this program needs 
to be increased from 4 to 5 to meet licensure standards. 
Dr. Boerboom moved to approved these changes. Dr. Dahl-Huff seconded.  
All voted in favor.  Motion passed. 



 
III. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Petition of Waiver for Time Extension 
a. The time limit for this M.Ed. Interdisciplinary Studies student ran out 

spring 2016.  He is requested that it be extended to the end of fall 2017 so 
he can finish his program. 

b. He has been working as a teacher since he received his license in 2011, so 
has stayed current in his field of study. 
Dr. Nynas moved to approve this petition. Dr. Havens seconded.  All voted 
in favor.  Motion passed. 

2. Petition of Waiver for Time Extension 
a. This student is requesting through spring 2017 to finish his program, but 

since that is still within his 6-year time limit, the Committee did not 
review.  The student is free to finish his program spring 2017.  

3. Petition of Waiver for Time Extension 
a. The time limit for this student ended fall 2016.  He needs an extra semester 

to finish his thesis.  He is the last of the M.S. Sport, Recreation, and Fitness 
Management program, so spring 2017 will be his absolute last semester. 
Dr. Boerboom moved to approve this petition.  Dr. Dahle-Huff seconded.  
All voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

4. Petition of Waiver for Time Extension 
a. The time limit for this student ended fall 2013.  He has over half of the 

program to finish.  The Committee was wary about allowing any extension 
with such old classes and with so many credits left in the program. 
Dr. Nynas moved to deny this petition.  Dr. Havens seconded.  All voted to 
deny.  Motion passed; petition denied. 

5. Graduate Assistant Waiver Issue: What is the minimum number of hours a student 
can work to receive the stipend and waiver for a GA position? 

a. There is a current GA in Athletics who will be student teaching this spring, 
but wanted to continue her position, even though it might only amount to a 
few hours a week. 

b. The Committee agreed that a “minimum number of hours” should not be 
set for GAs.  However, that few of hours would mean the GA would be 
providing very little help to the department and taking up a position 
someone else might want. 

c. Dr. Duin will discuss this issue with the Athletics Department.  Any similar 
issues in the future will be brought to the Committee for review. 

6. Post-baccalaureate Licensure Issue: Students with failing grades and low GPAs are 
not dismissed if they are not in a program.  This has created a few issues with some 
of the licensure and endorsement students who have continued to take classes, even 
though they are struggling with the coursework. 

a. The Committee will look into how to change requirements for these non-
degree students.  Most likely, it will need to go through the catalog change 
process. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 

 
V. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
VI. OTHER 

1. Drs. Dahle-Huff and Fishbaugh asked if GRE scores are entered into Banner.  They 
are not at this time, but might have been in the past.  The Office of Graduate Studies 
will look into matter and start entering GRE scores in Banner if it was the case that 
they were in previous years. 

2. The final agenda items will be moved to the January 18 meeting’s agenda due to lack 
of time to finish them today. 

     
 

The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be January 18, 2017 in 
McMullen 209 (CCR) at 10:00 am.  


