
UNIVERSITY GRADUATE COMMITTEE 
NOVEMBER 9, 2016 

MINUTES   
 

PRESIDING:  Dr. Samuel Boerboom, CAS* 
    
MEMBERS:  Dr. Terry Blackwell, CAHP* 
   Dr. Suzette Nynas, CAHP* 

Dr. Brent Finger, CAS* 
   Dr. Kari Dahle-Huff, COE* 

Dr. Cheryl Young-Pelton, COE, Chair^ 
 
GUESTS:  Dr. Michael Havens, Psychology 
   Dr. Sharon Hobbs, Curriculum & Instruction  
  
ALTERNATES:    
  
NOTE:  * symbolizes that this member was present at the meeting 
   ^ symbolizes that this member was excused 
  
EXOFFICIO   
MEMBERS:  Dr. Diane Duin, Dean CAHP, Interim Director* 
   Dr. Mary Susan Fishbaugh, Dean COE* 
   Dr. Christine Shearer-Cremean, Dean CAS* 
   Mr. David Sullivan, Graduate Office* 
   Ms. Jenay Cross, Graduate Office* 
   Ms. Anna Mason, Student Member*       
 

 
 

I. MINUTES:  The minutes from the October 12, 2016 meeting were approved. 
 
 

 
II. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Petition for Waiver of Graduate Policy 
a. The Committee reviewed a request from a student in the M.Ed. 

Curriculum & Licensure program to waive 2 credits on her plan of 
study. 

b. The course used to be two separate 2 credit courses, but was recently 
combined into one 4 credit course.  The student is a distance learner 
and could not take the course on campus.  She took the course at 
another University and transferred it to MSUB. 

c. Dr. Hobbs explained that the student isn’t missing any of the content, 
so requiring her to take an extra 2 credit course would be redundant. 
Dr. Nynas motioned to approve this petition.  Dr. Blackwell seconded.  
All voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

2. Petition for Waiver of Graduate Policy 
a. The Committee reviewed a request from a student in the M.Ed. School 

Counseling program to waive the requirement of graduating with a 
GPA above 3.0 as stated in the catalog. 

b. The Committee recognized how important it is for this student to 
graduate.  However, this is not the first time she has petitioned this 
requirement, and has made no moves to correct her GPA issues in the 
time since. 

c. The Committee recommended for the student’s advisor, Dr. Yazak, 
and the Committee and/or the Director of Graduate studies to work 
together to find a solution. 



Dr. Nynas motioned to deny this petition.  Dr. Finger seconded.  All 
voted against the waiver.  Petition denied. 

3. Inside Higher Education 
a. Dr. Duin shared information from the Higher Education webinar she 

attended recently.  She requested that programs take a look at the 
“Micro Masters” information to see if they might be able to offer 
something similar. 

b. Dr. Duin is also curious as to which programs should recruit more 
international students.  This is something that could be discussed with 
the Office of International Studies. 

 
 

III. CURRICULAR ITEMS/CATALOG 
 
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 
1. Update on the Application Process 

a. The Office of Graduate Studies met with IT and various other campus 
offices to review our request for a fully online application. 

b. The campus is currently moving the undergrad to a new application 
process and doesn’t want to change anything else until that’s complete.  
However, Graduate Studies applications might not move to that new 
process until 2019. 

c. The Committee will stay updated as the Office of Graduate Studies 
works to find a compromise on this issue. 

 
 

V. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. Ms. Cross introduced a slight change made to the admissions cover sheet: a 

place where the program can specify timeframes for provisional acceptance. 
 
 

VI. OTHER 
1. Dr. Dahle-Huff brought some recruitment suggestions from the Montana 

Reading Council.  Among the suggestions were a QRI code on our brochures 
and more advertising for the WICHE program. 

2. The website is still being updated, and the Office of Graduate Programs would 
like to hear about changes that need to be made.  They also requested 
nominations for grad online students for the next MSUB Snapshot. 

3. The website is being changed to advertise graduate scholarship better.  It was 
recommended that we look into putting a link on D2L, which the Office of 
Graduate Studies will do.   

     
 

 
The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be November 30, 2016 in the 
SUB Missouri Room at 10:00 am.  


