
Plate Tectonics and 
Continental Drift



There are numerous óseamsô on the surface of the Earth



Questions and Topics

1. What are the theories of Plate Tectonics and 
Continental Drift?

2. What is the evidence that Continents move?

3. What are the forces that drive plate tectonics?

4. What happens at the boundaries between plates?

5. How do the different types of plate boundaries 
impact the regional geology and geomorphology?

6. How has continental drift affected the positions 
of the continents over time?



Answers

1. Large crustal plates at the Earthõs surface move 
about, colliding with one another.

2. There is geographic, geomagnetic, paleontologic and 
other evidence that this occurs

3. Convection in the mantle is the main driver of plate 
movement

4. Neighboring plates move relative to one another, 
causing earthquakes and volcanic eruptions

5. Active plate boundaries produce mountains and 
trenches 

6. Continents have changed position



5

Plate Tectonics
ÅTectonics

ïMovement of 

Earthôs crust

ÅPlate tectonics

ïMovement of 

discrete 

segments of 

Earthôs crust in 

relation to one 

another


