CRN 41952 Math 121-801								Spring 2012
ONLINE College Algebra
Rick McIntyre, Instructor
E-mail:  rmcintyre@msubillings.edu
MyMathLab course name: mcintyre21005	

The coursework for College Algebra is all done via MyMathLab.  To enroll in MyMathLab, you must be registered with MyMathLab and you do that at Pearsonmylab.com  
You will need the student access code which was included in the shrinkwrap on top of the textbook if you purchased the book at our bookstore.  If you did not purchase a textbook there, you may purchase it separately online at the coursecompass.com website listed above for about $75.
When you ENROLL in this course you will need the COURSE ID: mcintyre21005
Once you begin working in MyMathLab, you will RARELY use this site (D2L) and you should not try to contact me through the email in D2L.  Any email to me must be sent to rmcintyre@msubillings.edu and you must always put the course name M121-801 and your last name in the subject field. Any email to me without this in the subject field can easily be sent to a junkmail folder, and I will never see it.
Requirements:
1.  The prerequisite for this course is Math 105 or its equivalent.
2.  E-mail software that will send and receive attachments
3.  A graphing calculator.  I use the TI-84+ and am familiar with the TI-83 and earlier models.  If you use another model, I won't be much help if you get lost. There are online tutorials for most calculators but learning to use one will not be covered in this class.
4.  Regular participation; this course is FAST-PACED, there are due dates throughout the shortened term which must be met, so don't get behind.  Find due dates on the Monthly Calendar on MyMathLab
5.  The workload will take 9-12 hours per week. If you have trouble keeping up, check with the ASC (657-1641) on campus, or online tutoring www.msubillings.edu/asc if you're out of town. A good resource for ALGEBRA is khanacademy.org. There are over 2400 videos on this site, and most of the more difficult algebra concepts are covered in short 8-12 minute youtube videos.
6.  Be proactive and independent. Your role and the role of your instructor are very different than in a live classroom. Materials are not fed to you; they are available, but you have to go out and get them from the online classroom and on the Internet (see above). The instructor's role is one of facilitator, rather than deliverer of material.
7.  Be computer literate and make sure your computer has the required software and hardware. (no, you probably can't run this on your phone)
8.  When you need to reach me, use the following email address:
rmcintyre@msubillings.edu
and ALWAYS put M121-801 and your last name in the subject field. (Without this, I may never receive your email as it will go to my junkmail folder)
Course Outline (Exam over each Chapter)
P.  Fundamental Concepts of Algebra 
1.  Equations, Inequalities, and Math Models
2.  Functions and Their Graphs
3.  Polynomial and Rational Equations
4.  Exponential and Logarithmic Functions
Grading:
Each chapter will include homework (40% of your grade), quizzes (10% of your grade), and a test (50% of your grade).
Important:  There WILL be a comprehensive final exam 
Grading Scale:   A:  90-100,   B:  80-90,   C:  70-80,   D:  60-70   F:  below 70
 
Student Responsibilities:
Recognize that your role and the role of your instructor are very different than in a live classroom. You have to be much more proactive and independent than is necessary in a traditional classroom setting.  The materials are not fed to you. They are all available, but you have to go out and get them from the online classroom and on the Internet. You have to actively direct and participate in your own learning.  The instructor's role is one of facilitator rather than deliverer of material. This course is not designed to be easy. Rather, it is designed to be academically rigorous, intellectually challenging, and fair. It will require time and energy to read the explanations and practice the skills presented. Generally, when students work hard, good grades follow. However, the relationship between effort and grades is not perfect; in other words, effort alone does not produce a high grade. Your grade will reflect your work on exams and assignments and your ability to apply the skills learned to new situations. Realize that you are developing a set of personal habits and attitudes that will shape your professional life. To be an effective student, you must be enthusiastic about what you are doing. Look for ways to use questions and assignments to help deepen your understanding of mathematical concepts. While I do not think that this class is, or should be, the center of your universe, active participation in class is important.  Some of you will face personal situations during this semester that will rightfully demand more attention than this class. Whenever possible, accommodations that are fair to you (and the other students) will be made if I am informed in a timely manner. Throughout your career, you will face hardships; how you respond to difficulties in your life right now will play a huge role in determining your effectiveness later on in life.
Keep in mind that even though an online class has no specific time to "go to class", there will be deadlines that must be met. For both a student and a teacher, there is no substitute for preparation. I expect you to stay current in your readings and assignments. Each assignment has a listed due date.  It is critical that you adhere to these dates as not to fall behind. Successful online students exhibit one common thread  timelines! If this were an on-site class, I would expect students to spend two hours of study time for each hour in class. Since this is a three credit class, that's a minimum of 9 hours a week devoted to this course. You should plan to do likewise. 
In signing up to take an online course, you are agreeing to the terms set out in the syllabus and are stating that you have the necessary math and computer skills to proceed in this course. You are also agreeing to work more independently than in a traditional onsite class. It is important to check in frequently to keep up and to communicate any problems that you encounter. I can't see puzzled looks over the Internet so you must initiate questions when they arise. I don't know if silence from students means they're doing okay or that they are terribly lost or that they have gone on vacation.  PLEASE keep me informed. 
As college students you should be very familiar with the requirements for academic integrity. Although discussing ideas from the class with others is both productive and encouraged, I expect answers on your assignments to be your own independent work. Students who cheat will meet with disciplinary action, including but not limited to a failing grade in the course. For further information, consult the MSU-B student handbook (available online at the MSU-B home page).
When you encounter technical difficulties with MathXL, or MyMathLab, please go to http://www.mymathlab.com/contactus.html for help. 
Finally, (as a reminder) when you need to contact me, you must use rmcintyre@msubillings.edu and NOT the D2L email as I will not get D2L messages in a timely manner.  Also, you must include M121-801  & last name in the subject line of all emails to me.  Messages without this subject field identifier go to a junk mail folder. If you do not hear back from me in 24 hours, check to make sure you had this information in the subject line, otherwise I will not receive it.
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