41360  Math 121-003	Spring 2012
College Algebra	M-W-F
3 credits	11:40–12:40
	LA 206
Instructor	Mr. Rick McIntyre	

Office Hours	Monday – Friday:  10:30 – 11:30 or by appointment
	
Office	LA 840
 
E-mail	rmcintyre@msubillings.edu
	ALWAYS put Math 121-003 & your last name in the subject field when emailing me.  Understand that your instructor gets junk email frequently and this will insure that I will recognize yours as something other than junk.	

Phone	406-657-2112
				
Text	College Algebra, 5th  Edition by Robert Blitzer (a Custom Edition for Montana State University Billings)

Catalog Description	Formerly: Math 106 College Algebra   3 credits
The purpose of this course is to give students a solid foundation in algebra, preparing them for other courses in precalculus and finite math.  Students should develop problem-solving skills to model and solve real-world problems.

Course Outline

Chapter P:    	This material should be a review. Very little of this chapter will be covered in class.	

Chapter 1:		1.1  Graphs & Graphing Utilities
			1.2  Linear Equations & Rational Equations
1.3  Models & Applications
			1.4  Complex Numbers	
			1.5  Quadratic Equations	
			1.6  Other Types of Equations
			1.7  Linear Inequalities & Absolute Value Inequalities

Chapter 2:		2.1  Functions & Graphs
			2.3  Linear Functions and Slope
2.4  More on Slope
			2.5 Transformations of Functions	
			2.6 Combinations of Functions; Composite Functions	
			2.7 Inverse Functions
			2.8  Distance & Midpoint Formulas; Circles

Chapter 3:		3.1  Quadratic Funtions
			3.2  Polynomial Functions & their graphs
			3.3  Dividing Polynomials
			3.4  Zeros of Polynomial Functions
			3.5  Rational Functions & Their Graphs
			3.6  Polynomial & Rational Inequalities
			3.7  Modeling Using Variation

Chapter 4:		4.1  Exponential Functions
			4.2  Logarithmic Functions
			4.3  Properties of Logarithms
			4.4  Exponential & Logarithmic Equations
			4.5  Exponential Growth & Decay; Modeling Data
			

Assessment 

Item											Total Percentage

6 Exams    (Chapters P,1,2,3,4 and one Final)					50%  
     	(of these 5 chapter exams, only the top 4 will count toward your grade)
	MyMathLab Homework  (5 assignments, about 240 items)				40%
	
Quizzes (one or two for each chapter [may be retaken] +attendance quizzes)		10%

Total			  	         		  		100%
 	


Registering with   MYMATHLAB

MyMathLab is similar to MathXL, MyMathLab just has a few ‘enhancements’

You will access the Internet homework by registering at the following site: pearsonmylab.com

Click on the Register button on the left-hand side.  Have your MyMathLab  access code handy.  Follow the directions.  
Note:  If you have only the textbook, you can purchase a Student Access Code online as shown in the registration process for about $75

After you are registered, you will need the following Course ID to ENROLL in this course: 
                mcintyre48215

Make sure you install the required software plugins during this process.

Then each time you want to work on homework or quizzes, you will go to pearsonmylab.com and
Login (your login name and password)
Click on this course (a few of you might have more than this one course)
Click on the Do Homework button or Take a Test (for quizzes)
Click on the appropriate link for the homework or quiz you want.

Note:  These graded homework problems can be taken an unlimited number of times; if you get one wrong, you just choose “similar exercise” and keep doing this until you are successful, or give up and save your work for this time.  Your work is saved automatically when you leave (save) the homework site.  Quiz retakes are unlimited but you must take the entire quiz over each time. The Chapter P exam can be take unlimited times but all others ONLY ONCE.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Grades:  Your grades can be viewed by clicking on the Gradebook button.  This should be accurate unless you have “past due” assignments which have not yet been graded as “0”.
 Homework and Quizzes are designed to serve as a medium of practice of the concepts covered in the daily class lectures while exams will assess the student’s mastery of the material.

Tests will be given online during a 3 day window.  In the event of an emergency, you must notify me by e-mail PRIOR to the test.  No make-up exams will be given. 

The purpose of all forms of assessment is to measure mastery of material as well as encourage development of problem solving and critical thinking skills.

Advice to students:  Read the text, attend class, remain informed about class assignments, and do the homework.  If you don’t already have one, buy a good graphing calculator such as a TI-84+ or TI-83.  I’m familiar with these two and can usually help you with these.  Do not use cell phones in this class.  Do not eat food in this class.  Do not do other class work in this class.



Percentage	        Grade     	        Points   

100 – 93 %		A		4.0
	  92 – 90 %		A-		3.7
	  89 – 87 %		B+		3.3
	  86 – 83 %		B		3.0
	  82 – 80 %		B-		2.7
	  79 – 77 %		C+		2.3
	  76 – 73 %		C		2.0
	  72 – 70 %		C-		1.7
	  69 – 67 %		D+		1.3
	  66 – 63 %		D		1.0
	  62 – 60 %		D-		0.7
	Below 60%		F		0.0

[bookmark: _GoBack]Attendance  	In a class such as this one – which is structured on sequentially learned skills – attendance is important. Attendance will be taken and will figure into your grade. You are responsible for all material in the book and covered in each class – whether you are there or not. 

Incompletes  	An Incomplete (grade) is given only when a student has been in attendance for at least three-fourths of the semester but has been prevented by circumstances beyond his/her control from completing all the requirements of the course.  The student must provide adequate evidence to the instructor as to the reason why they were unable to complete the requirements of the course.  An Incomplete must be made up within one calendar year or the grade will revert to an F.  In general, to make up an incomplete for this class, the student must retake the course and will be required to submit all material required by the new instructor of a regular student.

Cheating  	Will not be tolerated in this class.  Stealing others work –with or without their permission– is not acceptable. If you are caught cheating, the first instance is a zero on that assignment and the second is an F for the course.    Refer also to page 134 of your student handbook if unsure what is cheating.

Cell phones, etc	I expect all modes of electronic communication as well as games, etc. to be off during class time.  If there is some reason that you must be available for a call, please talk to me about it.

Internet sites	www.msubillings.edu	home for MSU-B.
	www.msubillings.edu/asc	home for Academic Support Center  
Description of ASC services, useful calculator links, flashcards, upcoming events like mini-workshops on algebra and calculators. 
                                                www.msubillings.edu/asc/Online_Tutoring_Center.htm online tutoring
	www.khanacademy.org        2400 youtube videos (many subjects)

On-campus evacuations 	There will be times when you will be exiting your classroom due to evacuation drills or a real emergency.  Keep two things in mind: 
1. Treat all instances seriously.
2. TAKE ALL PERSONAL BELONGINGS WITH YOU.  Any that you leave behind may be confiscated for several days.

Phone numbers             Admissions and records    657-2158          Campus police	657-2147

**Students with disabilities, whether physical learning, or psychological, who believe that they may  need accommodations in this class, are encouraged to contact Disability Support Services as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.  Please meet with [DS] staff to verify our eligibility for any classroom accommodations and for academic assistance related to your disability.  Disability Support Services is located in the Academic Support Center.
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