                                                        Syllabus for M 143-002
                                                          Spring Semester 2012

Instructor: John Hoover / LA 833 / x2921 / jhoover@msubillings.edu

Office Hours: 9:30 - 10:15 Monday - Thursday and by appointment.

Textbook: Finite Mathematics & Calculus with Applications 9th Edition, Lial, Greenwell, 
and Ritchey, Pearson Education, Inc., © 2012.

Course Content: To include the following -
Chapter 1: Linear Functions - sections 1 & 2
Chapter 2: Systems of Equations - sections 1 & 2

Chapter 3: Linear Programming - all sections
Chapter 4: Simplex Method - sections 1 and 2
Chapter 5: Mathematics of Finance - all sections
Chapter 6: Logic - all sections will be included

Chapter 10: Nonlinear Functions – all sections
Chapter 11: The Derivative – sections 1 through 4
Chapter 12: Calculating the Derivative - all sections 
Goals & Purpose: 
· Present an overview of non-statistical mathematical ideas &
      methods applicable to the management, life, and social sciences.

· Present relevant and representative examples illustrating the
ideas and methods referred to in the previous goal.

· Enhance your critical thinking and problem solving skills. 
Assessment: This will be based entirely on the points earned working a combination of homework (60%) and test (40%) items. Your scores & current average will be accessible through the MyLab-Mastering website and NOT the D2L website. 
Homework: Each section covered has an associated homework assignment. The absolute deadlines for these is midnight of the last day (April 26th), but if you wait until then to start them I can practically guarantee that you’ll fail. The idea is to give everyone the chance to come back to these assignments and improve their scores as best they can.

Tests: You will be required to take a 10 - 15 question test over each chapter (except for Chapter 4). These tests (aka exams) will be worked online and must be completed within a specified period of time (usually 2 - 3 hours). They must also be taken within the time period (or “window of accessibility”) allocated for them (usually 6 - 7 days). You should try to finish each chapter's homework assignments before attempting the test. Important: You will get two chances at each of these, but understand that the problems will be regenerated (same questions, but different numbers) when you take it the 2nd time.
The following scale will determine your final (please note signed) letter grade –

	A-: 90 - 92
	                A: 93 - 
	  -

	B-: 80 - 82
	 B: 83 - 86
	B+: 87 - 89

	C-: 66 - 69
	 C: 70 - 75
	C+: 76 - 79

	D-: 60 - 61
	 D: 62 - 63
	D+: 64 - 65


Special Note: 
For written work (should I elect to assign any), please use the following format: 

· If appropriate, number and state (in abbreviated form) each problem. 

· Use a pencil and write on just one side of the paper. Remove ‘frizzies’.

· Enter legible, organized, and complete solutions (narratives are essential). 
Attendance: In sequentially structured classes (like this one), attendance is essential and
you are responsible for the material covered in each and every class. 
Incompletes: An Incomplete is given only when a student has been in attendance for at 
least three-fourths of the semester, but have - due to circumstances beyond their control – 
been prevented from completing all the requirements of the course. An Incomplete must be 
made up within one calendar year or the grade will revert to an F (this is officially stated in 
the current catalog). 
Cell Phones: All modes of electronic communication are to be turned off during class.

Regarding DSS: If you have a disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations,  

please make an appointment to discuss your situation. Validation from DSS authorizing 
your accommodations will be needed. The DSS office is in the ASC, Main Campus & 
their number is 657-2283.
Student Responsibilities: Some of you will face personal situations during the semester that will take priority over this class. When possible, accommodations that are fair to you (and to the other students) will be made - provided I am informed in a timely manner.
Each & every assignment has a due date (or deadline) and it is critical you adhere to them. 

In signing up to take this course, you’re agreeing to the terms set out in this syllabus and implying you have the necessary math and computer skills prerequisite for this course.
It is important to complete assignments on time, so watch the due dates (this is especially true for the tests). 
Web Homework: You will access the internet homework after registering at the following website: http://pearsonmylabandmastering.com 
Click on the Register button, have your MyLab/Mastering access code available 
and follow the directions. You will need the following information:  
                             School: MONTANA STATE UNIV – BILLINGS                                           
                             Book: Finite Mathematics & Calculus with Applications, 9e  
                             My Course: M 143-002 Spring 2012 John Hoover 
                             Course ID: hoover98922
Make sure you run the Browser Check before beginning any work. You can buy an 
access code separately (you’ll need a credit card) if you already have a book. Go to 
the MyLab/Mastering website and follow their directions. 
Technical Issues: Odd things can happen on the internet: emails do get lost, servers might disconnect, and logins are sometimes impossible. A critical piece of advice - 
                              Do not wait until the last minute to get things done!              
Course Questions: If you have questions pertaining to course content (i.e. hw & exam questions, test due dates, whatever), contact me via email at jhoover@msubillings.edu, but for MyLab - Mastering technical issues it will be necessary for you to contact Pearson Technical Customer Support at htttp://247pearsoned.custhelp.com.
General Policy Notes & Advice: 

· You will likely need a graphing calculator (a TI is recommended). 
· It is your responsibility to remain informed about class assignments.

· Take all deadlines seriously - extensions will be given only if justified.

· Emails are to be signed and must include M 143 in the subject heading.

