
HSTR 365
Ancient Near East
Montana State University-Billings
Fall 2009

Instructor: Dr. Tom Rust
Office: LA 822
Office Hours: MW 1030-1230; T 1230-130 or by appointment
Telephone: 2891
e-mail: trust@msubillings.edu

**Please turn off cell phones and pagers during class**

Course Description

This class examines the course of human development in the fertile crecent and Egypt from the furthest horizon of history to the Hellenistic Period of the fourth century BCE . We will analyze the political, military, economic, social, and artistic evolution of Mesopotamia,  Egypt and the Levant in the intercultural milieu that comprised the "trade basin" of the ancient Near East. Considerable attention will be given to primary sources and archaeological contributions.


Class Procedure

This class will be a mixture of discussions and lectures (often in the same class).  Because of this, it is important that you complete the readings for each class beforehand.  There is a significant amount of reading.  Some are longer or more difficult than others.  However, it is important that you have completed them in order to make the class meaningful to yourself and others.  To have a genuine discussion, everyone must participate. Don’t be afraid of making mistakes; think of history as a game that you must play rather than simply watch. Like any sport, your skills improve the more you play. Regular participation also engages your mind more fully than simply listening and leads to better written work. Your class participation grade will be evaluated based on your intellectual engagement with and curiosity about the material, which should be demonstrated in your questions and comments.
 
I believe that history is more than names, dates, and places.   History is the study of change, measured across time and space, among institutions, peoples and cultures.  One cannot arrive at an acceptable understanding of the complex past through rote memorization and regurgitation of “facts.”  We will attempt to study the past on its own terms, examining the process of the words of those who lived through the actual historical events we discuss in this course.  You should feel free to express yourself in class.  Historians have always contested the meaning of the past, and I hope that you all will engage yourself in this immensely important and ongoing debate.  I also expect students to treat those with whom they disagree with courtesy and respect.


Learning Objectives

1.  To learn as much about this time of history as our time and format permits

2.  To make this period of history interesting to you without sacrificing academic integrity

3.  To encourage precision in the way you think and in the way you express that thinking

4.  To develop your ability to critically analyze, appreciate and effectively use cultural information



Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities needing academic accommodations should register with and provide documentation to the Disability Support Services (DSS) and bring a letter to me from DSS indicating what academic accommodations are needed.  This should be done in the first week of class.  This syllabus and other course materials can be modified as needed


Reading List

Knapp: The History and culture of the Ancient Western Asia and Egypt

Electronic Reserves on the course website

Assignments and Grading
The following will the graded assignments for this class:

1. Exams. There will be a take home mid-term and final exam.  It is expect that you have done the readings thoroughly and will quote them as necessary when needed in your exams.  The exams will be typed.  There is not a minimum or maximum page or word expectation.  SO DON’T ASK!!

2. Term paper.  You will write a term paper on a topic of your choosing (though it must be approved by me) regarding any element of ancient Near Eastern culture or history.  You must use primary sources. You must submit a proposal to me by Oct. 7 that includes:
	a. Topic you plan to study and a preliminary title
	b. A preliminary thesis
c. Annotated list of primary sources you plan to consult and how they will help advance your thesis
	d. A bibliography of secondary sources you plan to consult
	(points a and b above should be in essay form not to exceed 2 pages)

3. Class participation.  There are certain classes that are specifically designated as discussion days.  Some days are BOTH lecture and discussion.  These days will be devoted to the discussion of ancient sources for that class.  EVERYONE is expected to participate and it is important, therefore, to have the reading completed before class.  The discussion will be open and free flowing.  Yet, I will call on students and record responses to determine if the readings have been complete.  If I get the impression that the class is not completing the readings, I am not above having written quizzes, but I don’t want to do this.  PLEASE don’t make me.

SPECIAL NOTE ON RELIGION AND CLASS PARTICIPATION:
Let me make a special note about religion.  Religion is an important force in the development of the societies we will be studying and thus an issue that we will deal with.  Your religious convictions are your concern, but we will be examining all religions in the same manner and accept them on their own terms.  We will examine them as a reflection of cultures we are studying, NOT as an authority of absolute “truth.”   Consequently, proselytizing, witnessing, or attacking other people’s religious beliefs (or non-beliefs) will not be tolerated.  


The final grade is based on this scale:

Class Participation	25%
Term paper	25%
Mid-term	25%
Final	25%

Grades are assigned on the following average:
100-90 = A    89-87= B+   86-83-B    82-80=B-   79-77=C+   76-73=C   72-70=C 69-67=D+   66- 63=D 62-60=D-   59-0=F











Course Schedule
The following is the schedule for the class.  It is subject to change as needed. 

	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	Sept. 9
	Class Introduction
	

	11
	Geography and Environment
	

	14
	Agricultural Revolution and Sedentary Life
	Knapp 11-37

	16
	Emergence of Mesopotamian Civilization: “The Uruk Phenomenon” 3700-3000 BCE
	Knapp 38-60

	18
	No Class
	

	21
	Discussion: Epic of Gilgamesh
	On the Course Website:
Epic of Gilgamesh

	23
	Early Dynastic Period and Culture 3000-2330 BCE
	Knapp 61-76

	25
	Royal Tombs of Ur
	

	28
	Mesopotamian Religion
	

	30
	Discussion: Mesopotamian Religion and Culture
	On the Course Website:
Mesopotamian Culture and Religion

	Oct. 2
	Late Pre-Dynastic Egypt and the Formation of the Egyptian State 3500-2686 BCE
	Knapp 102-107

	5
	Discussion: Egyptian Religion and Culture
	On the Course Website:
1. Egyptian Religion and Culture
2. How to Make a Mummy

	7
	Old Kingdom and First Intermediate Period 2686-2180 BCE
	Knapp 108-123

	9
	Akkadian Empire 2334-2193 BCE
Term Paper Topic Approval 
	Knapp 77-91

	12
	Third Dynasty of Ur 2112-2004 BCE
	Knapp 92-101

	14
	Old Babylonian Empire 2000-1595 BCE
	Knapp 136-140

	16
	Discussion: Law and Society in Mesopotamia
	On the Course Website:
Mesopotamian Law and Society

	19
	Movie: Building the Pyramids
	

	21
	
	

	23
	Hebrew Patriarchal Age 1800-1500 BCE
	On the Course Website:
Genesis 12:1-22:24; 35:1-35:29

Maidman 

	26
	Middle Kingdom and the 2nd Intermediate Period 2040-1550 BCE
	Knapp 159-167

	28
	New Kingdom – Egypt at its Height 1550-1350 BCE
	Knapp 171-182

	Nov. 2
	Akhenaton and the Amarna Period 1350-1293 BCE

	

	4
	Discussion: Egyptian Diplomacy and Conquest
	On the Course Website:
Egyptian Diplomacy and Conquest

	6
	Ramses: Visions of Greatness
	

	9
	Hebrews in Egypt 1400?-1200? BCE
	On the Course Website:
Genesis 37:1 – 50:26
Exodus 1:1-1:22
Lesko and Lesko 
Bietak 

	11
	Discussion: The Hebrew Exodus (Beyond the Movie “Ten Commandments”)
	Knapp 183-191

On the Course Website:
Exodus 2:-20:17
Numbers 9:1-14:45
Numbers 33:1-33:56
Hoffmeier 
Halpern 

	13
	Rise of the Hittites 1344-1180 BCE
	Knapp 192-197

	16
	No Class – Veteran’s Day
	

	18
	Collapse of the Bronze Age Empires 1293-1100 BCE
	Knapp 198-212

	20
	Recovery in the Levant 1100-750 BCE
	

	23
	Hebrew Settlement in Canaan
	Knapp 242-253

	25
	No Class - Thanksgiving Break
	

	27
	No Class - Thanksgiving Break
	

	30
	Discussion: Hebrew “Conquests”
	On the Course Website:
Joshua, Books 1:1-13:7
Judges, Books 1:1-3:6
Yadin
Silberman
Callaway
Finkelstein

	Dec. 2
	United and Divided Hebrew Monarchy
	1 Samuel 8:1 – 8:22
Deuteronomy 27:1-28:68
1 Kings 12:1-16:34

	4
	Assyrian Domination 744-627 BCE
	Knapp 218-229

	7
	Neo-Babylonian Empire 625-560 BCE
	Knapp 230-238

	9
	Hebrew Babylonian Exile 625-560 BCE
	

	11
	Persian Empire and Culture
	Knapp 254-267

	Finals Week
	Papers and Final Exam Due Wed. Dec. 16
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