

HSTR 302
Ancient Greece
Montana State University-Billings
Fall 2009

Instructor: Dr. Tom Rust
Office: LA 822
Office Hours:  MW 1030-1230; T 1230-130 or by appointment
Telephone: 2891
e-mail: trust@msubillings.edu

**Please turn off cell phones and pagers during class

Course Description

This class is a survey of ancient Greek civilization.  We shall focus on the world of the polis in the archaic and classical periods (c. 800-400 BC), its inhabitants, their social, political, religious and cultural lives, and their attitudes and beliefs about the world.  The readings will consist of ancient sources in translation and readings from the text.  The class will be about two thirds lecture and one-third discussion.  However, you should feel free to ask questions and discuss issues during lectures as well.


Class Procedure

Discussion is a critical element of the learning process and this class.  Because of this, it is important that you complete the readings for each class beforehand.  There is a significant amount of reading.  Some are longer or more difficult than others.  However, it is important that you have completed them in order to make the class meaningful to yourself and others.  If it becomes clear that the class is not completing the readings, quizzes may be implemented.
 
I believe that history is more than names, dates, and places.   History is the study of change, measured across time and space, among institutions, peoples and cultures.  One cannot arrive at an acceptable understanding of the complex past through rote memorization and regurgitation of “facts.”  We will attempt to study the past on its own terms, examining the process of the words of those who lived through the actual historical events we discuss in this course.  You should feel free to express yourself in class.  Historians have always contested the meaning of the past, and I hope that you all will engage yourself in this immensely important and ongoing debate.  I also expect students to treat those with whom they disagree with courtesy and respect.


Learning Objectives

1.  To learn as much about this time of history as our time and format permits

2.  To make this period of history interesting to you without sacrificing academic integrity

3.  To encourage precision in the way you think and in the way you express that thinking

4.  To develop your ability to critically analyze, appreciate and effectively use cultural information



Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities needing academic accommodations should register with and provide documentation to the Disability Support Services (DSS) and bring a letter to me from DSS indicating what academic accommodations are needed.  This should be done in the first week of class.  This syllabus and other course materials can be modified as needed


Reading List

Pomeroy, S.B., et al. Ancient Greece: A Political, Social, and Cultural History. 2nd ed.

Readings on reserve on the class website

Assignments and Grading

The following will the graded assignments for this class:

1. Exams. There will be a take home mid-term and final exam.  It is expect that you have done the readings thoroughly and will quote them as necessary when needed in your exams.  The exams will be typed.  There is not a minimum or maximum page or word expectation.  SO DON’T ASK!!

2. Term paper.  You will write a term paper on a topic of your choosing (though it must be approved by me) regarding any element of ancient Greek culture or history.  You must submit a proposal to me by Oct. 7 that includes:
	a. Topic you plan to study and a preliminary title
	b. A preliminary thesis
c. Annotated list of primary sources you plan to consult and how they will help advance your thesis
	d. A bibliography of secondary sources you plan to consult
	(points a and b above should be in essay form not to exceed 2 pages)

3. Class participation.  There are certain classes that are specifically designated as discussion days.  These days will be devoted to the discussion of ancient sources for that class.  EVERYONE is expected to participate and it is important, therefore, to have the reading completed before class.  The discussion will be open and free flowing.  Yet, I will call on students and record responses to determine if the readings have been complete.  If I get the impression that the class is not completing the readings, I am not above having written quizzes, but I don’t want to do this.  PLEASE don’t make me.

The final grade is based on this scale:

Class Participation	25% (if you don’t participate, the highest grade you can get is a C)
Term paper	25%
Mid-term	25%
Final	25%


Notes on Writing and Grading:
Writing is a major aid to the learning process.  Learning and language are intertwined.   Not only does writing involve the mind, the eye, and the hand in reinforcing cognition, it also is an exercise in analysis and synthesis: it involves evaluation of existing ideas and their condensation and rearrangement for the purpose of argumentation.   Written exercises (i.e.-tests and papers) in this course are designed both to reinforce the learning process with regard to the subject matter and to encourage the development of clear thought and expression.  What you say is just as important as how you say it.  When you concentrate on your writing and grammar, your critical thinking improves. Therefore: the grades and numbers on your papers will correspond with the scale below. The scale describes a variety of common types of papers but may not exactly describe yours. More precise information can be derived from comments and conferences with me.  As in all college classes, regardless of the discipline, GRAMMAR COUNTS!!  The ability to communicate clearly and precisely is important in college and life.  Therefore, a significant portion of your grade will be on grammar, particularly on papers where you have had time and opportunity for proof reading.  If you are uncomfortable with your writing abilities please feel free to come see me.



Course Schedule

The following is the schedule for the class.  It is subject to change as needed.  Please pay particular attention to the bolded items and be prepared to discuss them in class.

	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	Sept. 9
	Introduction
	

	11
	Hellas and the Hellens
	Pomeroy 11-19

	14
	Myth, History, and Greek Bronze Age
	

	16
	Minoan Civilization
	Pomeroy 19-31

	18
	No Class – Work on Term Paper
	

	21
	Mycenaean Civilization
	Pomeroy 31-46

	23
	Bronze Age Archaeology
	

	25
	Discussion: The World of Homer
	Electronic Reserve: The World of Homer

	28
	The Collapse of the Mycenaean Civilization
	Pomeroy 46-50

	30
	The Trojan War
	

	Oct. 2
	Discussion: The Trojan War: Fact or Fiction?  
	Electronic Reserve:
Trojan War I and II

	5
	The Greek Dark Age
	Pomeroy 51-96

	7
	Origins and Rise of the Polis
Term Paper Proposal Due
	Pomeroy 97-106

	9
	Pan Hellenism and Colonization
	Pomeroy 106-149

	12
	Discussion: 
	

	14
	The Age of Tyrants
	

	16
	Sparta
	Pomeroy 150-179

	19
	Discussion: Alternative to Tyranny: Spartan Oligarchy

	Electronic Reserves:
1. Sayings of Spartan Women
2. Lycurgus and the Spartan Constitution


	21
	The Athenian Revolution pt. 1

	Pomeroy 180-204

	23
	The Athenian Revolution pt. 2
	

	26
	Comparative “Democracy”
	Electronic Reserve: Meeting of the Assembly

	28
	Ionian Revolt and Persia
	Pomeroy 204-227

	Nov. 2
	The Persian War pt. 1
	

	4
	The Persian War pt. 2
	

	6
	The Rivalries of the Poleis
	Pomeroy 227-271

	9
	The Athenian Empire
	

	11
	Veterans Day – No Class
	

	13
	Discussion: Unpopularity of the Athenian Empire
	Electronic Reserves: Athenian Empire

	16
	Discussion: Greek Comedy as Political Satire
	Aristophenes’ Wasps
Electronic Reserve

	18
	Discussion: Greek Comedy as Political Satire
	Aristophenes’ Wasps
Electronic Reserve

	20
	Road to War
	Pomeroy 272-315

	23
	The Peloponnesian War pt. 1
	Pomeroy 316-335

	25
	The Peloponnesian War pt. 2
	Pomeroy 335-360

	27
	 No Class - Thanksgiving Break
	

	30
	No Class - Thanksgiving Break
	

	Dec. 2
	Discussion: Socrates and the Trial of the Ancient World
	

	4
	Arrogance of Power in a Monopolar World
	

	7
	The Decline & Fall of Spartan 
	

	9
	Discussion: What went wrong in Sparta?
	Electronic Reserves: Decline and Fall of Sparta

	11
	Philip, Alexander, and subjugation of the Persia
	Pomeroy 404-461

	Finals Week
	Papers and Final Exam Due Wed. Dec. 16
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