
HSTR 101 Sec. 01 & 04
The West in the World to 1648
Montana State University-Billings
Fall 2009


Instructor: Dr. Tom Rust
Office: LA 822
Office Hours:  MW 1030-1230; T 1230-130 or by appointment
Telephone: 2891 
e-mail: trust@msubillings.edu

***Please turn off cell phones and pagers during class***

Course Description
This course is a survey course covering the development of Western Civilization from its origins to the end of The Thirty Years War. We will cover rise of civilization, ancient Egypt, the classical civilizations of Greece and Rome, and the European Middle Ages.


Classroom Policies
This class is a combination of lectures and discussions.  For the short papers, we will have an in class discussion as well.  If you are going to be gone on an official school activity when a test or an assignment is scheduled, you must make arrangements with me ahead of time.  

Let me make a special note about religion.  Religion is an important force in the development of all the societies we will be studying and thus an issue that we will deal with.  Your religious convictions are your concern, but we will be examining all religions in the same manner and accept them on their own terms.  Proselytizing, witnessing, or attacking other people’s religious beliefs will not be tolerated.  

I believe that history is more than names, dates, and places.   History is the study of change, measured across time and space, among institutions, peoples and cultures.  One cannot arrive at an acceptable understanding of the complex past through rote memorization and regurgitation of “facts.”  We will attempt to study the past on its own terms, examining the process of the words of those who lived through the actual historical events we discuss in this course.  You should feel free to express yourself in class.  Historians have always contested the meaning of the past, and I hope that you all will engage yourself in this immensely important and ongoing debate.  I also expect students to treat those with whom they disagree with courtesy and respect.

What this class IS and is NOT:  Just because this class has the number 104 does not mean that this class does not require hard work and critical thought.  There is work involved, and it is sometimes a bit hard. However, if you put in the effort, you will sharpen your critical thinking skills.  If you are taking this class because it has a 100 level and you therefore assume that it is “blow-off” class you are greatly mistaken.  This class is NOT about regurgitation; it is NOT about sitting passively and absorbing information.  This class IS about actively engaging the material presented to you, it IS about critical thinking, it IS about challenging you (which, after all is the point of college), it IS about exposing you to the history of the civilizations of the world.





Learning Objectives
In this class, students will 
1) evaluate documents from the earliest civilizations to the Early Modern Era
2) synthesize ideas& information focusing on the rise of civilization, the development and evolution of varied governmental and social structures from the earliest civilizations in the Near East to the early nation-states of Europe
3) understand and analyze the behaviors, ideas, and institutions associated with Western Civilization from the earliest civilizations to the Early Modern Period
4) demonstrate an awareness of competing interpretations of the rise of civilizations, the bronze age Mediterranean, Greco-Roman civilization, the Middle Ages and the Early Modern Periods
5) demonstrate proficiency in the fundamentals of historical writing, including constructing an historical argument supported by evidence from  Western Civilization
MSUB Academic Foundations Skill Objectives
	Category
	Matrix Points
	Graded Assessment

	IV. History and Cultural Diversity
	 
	 

	   A. History
	I.3.a. Demonstrate an ability to negotiate a variety of text types and formats
 
I.3.b. Demonstrate an ability to respond coherently to text content
 
 
I.3.c Demonstrate an ability to use a variety of text types and formats to construct knowledge
 
 
III.1.a. Demonstrate basic understanding of the subject matter
 
 
III.1.b. Demonstrate thinking, comprehension, and expression of subject matter.
 
III.2.a Demonstrate ability to integrate through analysis
 
 
III.3.a Demonstrate ability to identify and solve problems using methods of the discipline
	Short papers
 





Mid-term and final exams (essay and multiple choice);
Quizzes;
 Mid-term and final exams (essay portion);




Short papers;
Mid-term and final exams
(essay portion);







Mid-term and final exams (essay and multiple choice portion);
Quizzes





Short Papers;
Mid-term and Final Exams (essay portions)




Short Papers;
Mid-term and Final Exams (essay portions)






Short Papers;
Mid-term and Final Exams (essay portions)





Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities needing academic accommodations should register with and provide documentation to the Disability Support Services (DSS) and bring a letter to me from DSS indicating what academic accommodations are needed.  This should be done in the first week of class.  This syllabus and other course materials can be modified as needed. 



Reading List
West in the World Vol. I (Sherman) ISBN 978-0-07-331669-7

Electronic Reserve Readings



Assignments and Grading
The grading for this class falls into the following categories:

1. Tests.  There will be one mid-term and one final test.  The final will not be comprehensive.  The test format is as follows:
1.  The first part of the test is a multiple choice test covering the material from the lectures AND the readings.  It is important that you have completed the readings from the text book in order to do well on this part of the exam.  Trust me on this.  Students who do poorly generally do so because they haven’t been reading the text.  I suggest reading as we go and then re-reading close to the exam.  Trust me.  Please!
2.  There will be a focused essay question.  You will have only one side of a full sheet of paper to answer the question so you will need to be focused.  However, you will still need to provide a significant amount of detail as well.

I will hand out a study guide prior to the tests.  Each study guide will have a number of items that will help you focus your studying for the exam.  It will also have a number of essay questions that will include the one that will be on the test.  You may use any handwritten notes when taking the exam (typed or photocopied notes are NOT acceptable).  Test answers should show understanding of the material in class AND in the textbooks as well as evidence of critical thinking.  This class is NOT about regurgitation but rather critical thinking!!  Your tests should thus be reflective of that fact.

2. Group Assignments.  For each DISCUSSION reading you will be divided into groups and there will be a problem that your group will complete in class.  It will be graded and all group members present that day will receive the grade.  IN ADDITION, there is personal grade associated with these projects (in addition to the quiz described below).  During the final, you and your group members will assess your own and the other members work.  This is to ensure that the work is done equitably.

3. Reading Quizzes.  
There are two types of quizzes you will have:

1. There will be a number of short quizzes to ensure that students are reading the TEXTBOOK.  This will be random and unannounced. Questions will include readings up to and including the readings listed on the syllabus on the day of the quiz (so read the assignments ahead of class).  You may use any hand written notes on the quiz that you wish.

2. Discussion Reading Quizzes .  On the days when there is a DISCUSSION listed on the syllabus, we will start the day with a quiz over those and only those readings.  The question will be very similar to those in the introductory material of the readings (thus, there are no surprises).  You should write out your answers to the questions provided so that you have those notes handy when the quiz comes, because, again, you can use any handwritten notes from the text when you take the quizzes.


The overall grading scale for the class is as follows:

Midterm			20% (100 pts)
Final			20% (100 pts)
Group Discussion 			30% (150 pts)
Quizzes			30% (150 pts)


Grades are assigned on the following average:
100-90% = A    80-89%=B    70-79%=C  60-69%=D    <59% = F









Course Schedule

The following is the schedule for the class. Please pay special attention to the bolded dates.

	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	9/10
	Class Introduction
	

	9/15
	The Paleolithic and Neolithic Worlds
	Sherman pp. 1-7

	9/17
	No Class – Dr. R out of town
	

	9/22
	Settled Societies 
	Sherman pp. 7-14

	9/24
	Egyptian and Hebrew Cultures
	Sherman pp. 14-38

	9/29
	Bronze Age Greece
	Sherman pp. 41-46

	10/1
	Archaic Greece: The Rise of the Polis
	Sherman pp. 46-57

	10/6
	Persian Wars and their Aftermath
	Sherman pp. 57-63

	10/8
	Comparative Democracy
	

	10/13
	Discussion: Ideal and Reality in Ancient Greece
	Electronic Reserve

	10/15
	Peloponnesian Wars and Alexander’s Conquest
	Sherman pp.  63-73; 75-84

	10/20
	Mid-Term Exam
	

	10/22
	Rise of Rome
	Sherman pp. 105-113

	10/27
	Roman Imperialism and Internal Reform
	Sherman pp. 113-125

	10/29
	Roman Revolution
	Sherman pp. 126-127

	11/3
	Republic to Empire
	Sherman 127-1144

	11/5
	Discussion:  Achievements of the Divine Augustus
	Electronic Reserve

	11/10
	The Early Roman Empire
	Sherman pp. 146-154

	11/12
	Rome and Christianity
	Sherman pp. 154-172

	11/17
	Discussion: Transformation of Christianity
	Electronic Reserve

	11/19
	The Roman World Transformed and Early Medieval Europe
	Sherman pp. 176-186

	11/24
	Feudalism and the High Middle Ages
	Sherman pp. 209-236; 240-255

	11/26
	Thanksgiving – No Class
	

	12/1
	The Crusades
	

	12/3
	The Crusades
	

	12/8
	Discussion #3: Two Faces of Holy War
	

	12/10
	Renaissance  & Reformation
	Sherman pp. 303-334

	
	Final Exam 
Sec 1 (8:40 class)  - Dec. 16, 12:00-1:50
Sec 4 (10:30 class) – Dec. 15, 2:00-3:50
	




