SYLLABUS – HSTA 102-001
FALL 2009
AMERICAN HISTORY II

Instructor: Dr. Carter Havner                                                              HSTA 102-001
Office: LA 824                                                                                         MWF 9:20 – 10:20
E-mail chavner@msubillings.edu                                                        Room: LA 205

REQUIRED BOOKS

1. Out of Many: A History of the American People, Volume Two (Sixth Edition), by John Mack Faragher, Mari Jo Buhle, Daniel Crition, and Susan H. Arbitage. Text.
2. My People the Sioux, by Luther Standing Bear. An autobiographical account of a Lakota and the traditional life of the Sioux during the 1860’s. Of particular interest are Luther Standing Bear’s narration of Custer’s Last Stand and the Sun Dance ceremony.
3. Soul on Ice, by Eldridge Cleaver.  Written by a rapist and prominent member of the Oakland-based Black Panther Party, the memoir helped to change the way America looked at the civil rights movement. Cleaver was a part of the Black resistance movement of the 1960’s that urged the African Americans to use violence to achieve social and political rights.

RECOMMENCED 
1. The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, by Junot Diaz. This is up-to-date as you can get. Written by man born in the Dominican Republic and raised in New Jersey, Diaz writes a “coming of age” story that creates an energetic folk setting for a Latino immigrant group. The use of modern prose mixed with some Spanish gives a distinctive and vibrant voice to Dominican America. The book is the winner of the national Book Critics Circle Award and the Pulitzer Prize for 2007.

NOTE
    The books by Luther Standing Bear and Eldridge Cleaver are both autobiographical. You will want to ask yourselves why did these two authors write these books. Was their motivation the same or different? Luther is concerned with his cultural heritage and the story of the Sioux. Is Cleaver concerned with his Black heritage? Do you think his criminal past allows him to have “true” insight into the Black community? Why should historians be careful in using autobiographical material?

COURSE OBJECTIVES
   Upon the successful completion of this course, you will have demonstrated the ability to: 1. Read various types of historical sources and derive from them a basic understanding of their significance.
2. Use effective written English to express yourself and explain your analysis of a given topic.
3. Learn the information and facts needed to interpret and critically evaluate sources from the era.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
   The course surveys the development of the political, cultural, social, economic and religious structures in the United States from reconstruction through the Clinton Presidency. Special attention will be given to the various forces (i.e. the market revolution, the rise of consumer society, and the civil rights movement) that changed America. The survey will end with a discussion of the War in Iraq and the problems faced by the Sunnis and Shi’is as they attempt to define the meaning of nationalism in Iraq.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURE
   Individuals will be evaluated over assigned readings in the text, class lectures and discussions. Exams will cover both assigned readings and lectures. While the classroom lectures will often add both perspective and depth to the reading material; some lectures will present new material. Exams will consist of matching, and essay questions. There will be a class review before each exam; I encourage you to attend this session.
   Students should be prepared to discuss the assigned readings in the text and ask questions about the material. The class (in both discussions and in the exams) will focus on broad questions: i.e. In the struggle for the West, who were the winners and losers? Did FDR’s New Deal get the United States out of the depression? Why did we go to war in Vietnam? Remember, a discussion is not a statement of opinion, but rather the expression of informed ideas based on reason (logic) and your reading and study. It is not necessary that you agree with the different ideas, religions, or cultures under discussion but it is necessary that you UNDERSTAND the ideas and material under discussion.
   When you come to class on the days that additional readings are assigned, be prepared to answer question on the work. For example, in the discussion of the book, My People the Sioux, you will need to write a three page paper in which you have answered the following questions: 1. Who is Luther Standing Bear? Give a short account of his life. 2. Does Standing Bear’s account of “Custer’s Last Fight” differ from other historical accounts? If so how? 3. What is the value of reading a Lakota account of history? 4. Did you like the book? Each required book (other than the text) will require a three page paper on the day the book is to be discussed in class.

CLASSROOM POLICIES
   If you are in class and know you will be leaving some time prior to the end of the class period, please inform your instruction and sit in the back of the class. Walking out in the middle of a class period (other than if you need to use the rest room or are sick) is impolite and will disturb the other students.
   There is a clear correlation between regular and punctual attendance in class and academic success. In recognition of this correlation, all students will be expected and required to attend all class meetings and examinations. Within the context of this expectation of regular attendance, it is safe to assume that habitual tardiness or absenteeism will adversely affect the final grade.

EVALUATION
   Discussion comprises 20% of the final grade. There will be a classroom discussion on all assigned books. Questions for the first book are in this syllabus, questions for the second book will be given out in class. Exams will account for the other 80% of your grade. Tests will consist of both essay and multiple choice questions. Ten multiple choice questions (worth one point each) will be on each test. The exam will list three essay questions – students will choose TWO of the three essay questions. Before each exam there will be a review of the questions on the exam. Each essay question is worth 45 points, for a total of 90 points for both questions.
   Should you want or need EXTRA CREDIT in the course the book, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao may be read.  The student may choose to write a short summary of the work, or discuss the book with the instructor. Specific points to be considered are: (1) Who is Rafael Trujillo (you may want to go online to get a general background of this man). (2) Diaz uses a language that is “colorful” and mixed with brief Spanish phrases. Do you think this makes the narrative more or less successful? Why? (3) Could you identify with any of the problems of Oscar or Lola—or are their problems and dreams only those of Dominican youth? (4) Did you like the book?
   There will be a Mid-Term and a Final. Students will be evaluated not only on the content of the exams but their effective use of written English (grammar, spelling, etc.). If the student misses the Mid-Term, a makeup will be given. However, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to notify the instructor and set up a time for a makeup test. There will be NO MAKE UP FOR THE FINAL EXAM.
   If a student needs help in the basic fundamentals of writing, the Academic Support Center is available for aid (phone 1614). Disability Support Services (DDS) Assists in creating an accessible to the university community where students with documented disabilities have an equal opportunity to fully participate in all aspects of the educational environment (phone 246-3029).

COURSE SCHEDULE
  The following is Schedule for History HSTA 102 (American History II). NOTE – The course schedule is SUBJECT TO CHANGE. All schedules are considered to be works in progress.

DATE                                                                                                      READING
Sept 09 W   Introduction                                                                    Chapter 17 in Text.  Begin reading 
                                                                                                                 My People the Sioux, pp 1-122.
Sept 11  F   Reconstruction/the Burden of Southern History
Sept 14  M  Talking drums                                                                  Chapter 18
Sept 16  W  Myth of the West
Sept 18  F    Transformation of Indian Society/Coyote                  Chapter 19
Sept 21  M  The Rise of Big Business 
Sept 23  W  The Expanding Market-Chicago                                    Chapter 20
Sept 25  F    The Populist Movement
Sept 28  M  Toward a National Identity                                            Chapter 21
Sept 30  W  Looking Toward Reform                                                 Chapter 22
Oct  02    F  Discussion of My People the Sioux                              Begin reading Soul on Ice
Oct  05   M World War I
Oct  07   W  The Great Migration
Oct  09   F    REVIEW CHAPTERS 17-22
Oct  12  M   MID-TERM CHAPTERS 17-22                                         Chapter 23
Oct  14  W   The Twenties- A Modern Society
Oct  16  F     Religious fundamentalism/The Scopes Trial               Chapter 24
Oct  19  M   The Great Depression
Oct  21  W    Rendezvous with Destiny                                              Chapter 25
Oct  23   F    The Dust Bowl/World War II
Oct  26   M   The Russian Revolution                                                  Chapter 26
Oct  28  W     McCarthyism                                                                   Chapter 27
Oct  30   F      Prosperity and Eisenhower 
Nov 02  M     Discontent and Youth Culture
Nov 04  W    JFK and the New Frontier 
Nov 06  F      JFK and the Cold War                                                     Chapter 28
Nov 09  M     The Civil Rights Movement – Part One
Nov  11 W     NO CLASSES VETERANS DAY
Nov  13 F       The Civil Rights Movement – Part Two                     Chapter 29
Nov  16 M      Discussion of Soul on Ice
Nov  18 W    The Vietnam War
Nov   20 F     The Turbulent Years
Nov  23 M     The Nixon Presidency
Nov  25 W     THANKSGIVING 25-29
Nov  30 M     The Seventies                                                                Chapter 30
Dec  02 W     The Hostage Crisis
Dec  04  F      The Regan Years                                                           Chapter 31
Dec  07  M     Globalization
Dec  09  W      Iraq
Dec  11   F       REVIEW CHAPTERS 24-31
                        
                                                   







