HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES PART ONE
HIST 101-002 FALL 2009

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Carter Havner                                                            Hist 101-002
                          Office LA 824                                                                   TR 14:00-15:00
                          E-mail chavner@msubilling.edu                                  Room LA 205
                          Office Hours MWF 11-2
                                                     TR   9-10
                                      And by appointment

REQUIRED BOOKS
1. Out of Many: A History of the People, Volume One, Sixth edition. By John Mark Faragher, Marie Jo Buhl, Daniel Czitrom, and Susan H. Armitage.
2. A Narrative of A Revolutionary Soldier: Some of the Adventures, Dangers, and Suffering of Joseph Plumb Martin, By Joseph Plumb Martin. John Plum Martin (1760-1850), was an American Revolutionary War soldier who published an account of his experiences as a soldier of the continental Army in 1830. He joined the Connecticut State Troops in June 1776 and was assigned duty in the New York City area. He ended his first tour of duty in December of 1776, and reenlisted in the Continental Army in June 1777. His narrative is considered one of the major primary sources for historians of the American Revolution.
3. The Cotton Kingdom, by Frederick Law Olmsted. Frederick Law Olmsted (1822-1903), was an American journalist and landscape designer. He was the leading landscape architect of the post-Civil War generation and is famous for designing many well known urban parks, including central Park in New York City. He was commissioned by the New York Daily Times to embark on research of the American South. His dispatches to the Times on the Pre-Civil War South, Journey and Explorations in the Cotton Kingdom, were published in 1861. The book helped inform and galvanize antislavery sentiment in the Northeast.

NOTE
   Joseph Plum Martin’s work is autobiographical. Frederick Law Olmsted’s book is a work of journalist. You need to ask what is the historical authenticity and accuracy of both of these works. Why would Martin write his book? Was his purpose to present the historical facts, or could he have had more private motives? Does Journalist always present a picture of historical truth, or do they tend to write for a certain readership? One must keep these questions in mind when examining these works.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
   Upon the successful completion of this course, you will have demonstrated the ability to: 1. Read various types of historical sources and derive from them a basic understanding of their significance.
   2. Use effective written English to express yourself and explain your analysis of a given topic.
   3. Learn the information and facts needed to interpret and critically evaluate sources from the era. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
   The course covers the history of the United States from the Colonial Period to the Civil War. We will look at the society of Europeans, immigrant groups, Native Indians, Africans and the institution of slavery and discuss the way these cultures come together in the Colonial Period. We will study the American Revolution and the creation of the United States, Jefferson and Jackson democracy, and politics and gender. Finally, we will examine the events leading up to the Civil War and the war itself.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURE
   Individuals will be evaluated over assigned reading in the text, class lectures and discussions. Exams will cover both assigned readings and lectures. While the classroom lectures will often add both perspective and depth to the reading material; some lectures will present new material. Exams will consist of matching, and essay questions. There will be a class review before each exam; I encourage you to attend this session.
   Students should be prepared to discuss the assigned reading in the text and ask questions about the material. The class (in both discussions and in the exams) will focus on broad questions: i.e. how were the Native Americans changed by the European colonist? How did the institution of slavery change? In what ways did the institutions of democracy change? Explain the importance of the idea of the “West” and its role in the expansion of the American people. Remember, a discussion is not a statement of opinion, but rather the expression of informed ideas based on reason (logic) and your reading and study. It is not necessary that you agree with the different ideas, religions, or cultures under discussion, but it is necessary that you UNDERSTAND the ideas and material  discussed.
   When you come to class on the days that additional readings are assigned, a three page paper will be due answering specific assigned questions. Questions, for each individual book will be passed out in class. Remember, that in responding to your questions, you are free to go online to get additional information. 

CLASSSROOM POLICIES
 If you are in class and know you will be leaving some time prior to the end of the class period, please inform your instructor and sit in the back of the class. Walking out in the middle of a class period (other than if you need to use the rest room or are sick) is impolite and will disturb the other students.
   There is a clear correlation between regular and punctual attendance in class and academic success. In recognition of this correlation, all students will be expected and required to attend all class meetings and examinations. Within the context of this expectation of regular attendance, it is safe to assume that habitual tardiness or absenteeism will adversely affect the final grade.

EVALUATION
   Discussion comprises 20% of the final grade. Exams will account for the other 80% of your grade. Tests will consist of both essay and multiple choice questions. Ten multiple choice questions (worth one point each) will be on each test. The exam will list three essay questions – students will choose TWO of the three essay questions. Before each exam there will be a review of the questions on the exam. Each essay question is worth 45 points, for a total of 90 points for both questions.
  There will be a Mid-Term and a final. Students will be evaluated not only on the content of the exams but their effective use of the written English (grammar, spelling, etc.). If the student misses the Mid-Term, a makeup will be given. However, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO NOTIFY THE INSTRUCTOR AND SET UP A TIME FOR A MAKEUP TEST. There will be NO MAKE UP FOR THE FINAL EXAM.
   If a student needs help in the basic fundamentals of writing, the Academic Support Center is available for aid (phone 1614). Disability Support Services (DDS) assists in creating an accessible to the university community where students with documented disabilities have an equal opportunity to fully participate in all aspects of the educational environment (phone 246-3029). 

COURSE SCHEDULE
   The following is the schedule for History HSTA 101 (American History 1). NOTE – the course schedule is subject to change. All schedules are considered to be works in progress.



Sept 10 TR  Introduction                                                                              Out of Many, Chapter 1
                                                                                                                          Begin reading Martin (pages 1- 180)
Sept 15 T    Native American cultures                                                        Chapter 2
Sept 17 TR  Plantation Colonies in America – Part One                          Chapter 3
Sept 22 T     Plantation Colonies in America – Part Two                          Chapter 4
Sept 24 TR   The Awakenings 1700-1775                                                   Chapter 5
Sept 29 T      French America                                                                    
Oct   01 TR   The Seven Years War                                                               Chapter 6
Oct   06  T     Resistance to Revolution                                                        Chapter 7
Oct  08  TR   The Revolutionary War       
Oct 13   T      Discussion of  Joseph Plum Martin
Oct  15 TR     REVIEW CHAPTERS 1-7
Oct  20 T       EXAM CHAPTERS 1-7                                                               Chapter 8
                                                                                                                            Begin reading Olmsted (pages 3-
                                                                                                                            212)
Oct  22 TR    The Generation following the Revolution                             Chapter 9
Oct  27 T       The Jefferson Presidency        
Oct  29  TR    Women in Politics – Early Washington                                 Chapter 10
Nov  03 T       Slavery                                                                                        Chapter 11
Nov  05 TR    The New Democracy                
Nov  10 T       Jackson and the Rise of the Whigs                                        Chapter 12
Nov  12  TR    The Market Revolution                                                           Chapter 13
Nov  17 T        The Social Reformers                                                              Chapter 14
Nov  19 TR      The Myth of the West                                                            Chapter 15
Nov  24 T        A Nation on the Brink                                                             Chapter 16
Nov 25 – 29    THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS

Dec  01  T        Discussion of Frederick Law Olmsted
Dec  03  TR     Prelude to the Civil War
Dec   08  T       The Civil War
Dec 10   TR      REVIEW CHAPTERS 8-16




