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Montana State University Billings
Department of History
Pre-Columbian and Colonial Latin America

Fall Semester, 2009

HSTR 332.001 							Prof. Matthew Redinger
MWF 11:40-12:40							Office: LA 809, ph. x2896
Room: LA 529							Office Hours (by appt., and):
	MW 8:30-10:00
	TR 2:00-3:00

Email: mredinger@msubillings.edu OR mredinger@bresnan.net 

COURSE OBJECTIVE
The primary objective of this course is that through the study of early Latin American history, students may better appreciate the history of the great peoples who populate the southern 2/3 of the Americas.  Students will also gain further insight into the deep history of the peoples of Latin American civilizations that thrived before the arrival of Columbus, Cortés, Pizzaro and the other conquistadors.  The conflict, cooperation, and domination that has existed between the Iberians and the peoples of Latin America and the ensuing period of colonial control will be a major focus of the course. 

COURSE PURPOSES
This lecture/discussion course is a general survey of early Latin American history, focusing on the economic, political, social, and cultural patterns from the pre-colonial period to the period of independence.  The aim of this course is to allow students to analyze Latin American history in a comparative perspective by placing Latin American development within the context of hemispheric and global relations.  In addition, students who successfully complete this course will:

1) Understand the fundamental causes of the Conquest, and the reaction of indigenous peoples to it;

2) Explain the main issues in ethnic and gender relations in pre-Columbian and Colonial Latin America; and

3) Compare and contrast the political, social, and economic realities in the colonial period and in modern Latin America, and trace the modern origins of these elements of life in Latin America that arise out of the colonial era.

REQUIRED READINGS
Bartolomé de Las Casas, An Account, Much Abbreviated of the Destruction of the Indies, (Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 2003)
Catalina de Erauso, Lieutenant Nun (Boston: Beacon Press, 1996)
Cheryl Martin and Mark Wasserman, Latin America and its People, Vol. I: to 1830 (New York: Pearson, 2005)
Matthew Restall, et al., Mesoamerican Voices (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2005)
plus additional readings of the student’s choice

TEACHING APPROACH AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS
This course will be conducted primarily as a lecture/discussion class.  In order to make discussion as effective and useful as possible, it is absolutely vital that students do all of the assigned reading.  In the course of the semester, we will have a map quiz, a midterm exam, a final, and a written assignment.

Exams:
The midterm exam will be taken in class, during a regularly scheduled class meeting time.  It will consist of ID’s, in which the student will identify key individuals/ events/theories and state their historical significance, and essays.  We will discuss effective essay-writing strategies more as the exam nears.

Papers:
All students will be required to submit, during the semester, a research paper on a topic of the student's own choosing.   There are a couple guidelines concerning the choice of research projects:  First, the project may be on any subject appropriate to early Latin American history (Mayans, Incas, Aztecs, colonial Church, colonial mining, economics, etc.), and second, you must get the instructor’s approval before beginning research (to insure that the project meets the first guideline above).    Please remember that I must OK the project topic before beginning research.  The results of the project will be expressed in a research paper (8-10 pages). We will discuss these projects in more detail later.

POLICIES IN EFFECT FOR THE DURATION OF THE SEMESTER
Attendance:
There is a clear correlation between regular and punctual attendance in class and academic success.  In recognition of this correlation, all students will be expected and required to attend all class meetings and examinations.  Please note that not all of the material for which students will be responsible can be found in the texts.  Within the context of this expectation of regular attendance, it is safe to assume that habitual tardiness or absenteeism will adversely affect the final grade.

Make-up Examinations:
Make-up examinations will only be offered on the last day of the class, Friday, December 7.  If you must miss an exam, you need to call either my office, or leave a message with the departmental secretary (telephone: 657-2119).

NOTE: INCOMPLETE GRADES WILL BE ASSIGNED ONLY IN EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES, AND AT THE DISCRETION OF THE PROFESSOR.  NEITHER WILL LATE PAPERS BE ACCEPTED NOR WILL AUTOMATIC “I” GRADES BE ASSIGNED.

The course instructor will abide by the MSU-Billings student handbook code of conduct dealing with academic misconduct (cheating). “When academic dishonesty occurs or is alleged to have occurred, the instructor has the right and obligation to take appropriate action which may include a verbal or written reprimand or warning, a grade of ‘F’ (failure) for the assignment or test involved or a grade of ‘F’ for the course.”

Grading: 
The Montana Board of Regents passed a policy statement authorizing the assignment of plus and minus grades at all institutions of higher education in Montana.  The purpose of the policy is to facilitate transfers and to make the Grade Point Average system more uniform and fair, among other considerations.  I have decided to adopt the plus and minus grading system for this class.  Below are the point values for grades in this class, as established by the Board of Regents policy (GPA values also listed in the University catalogue):

	A ........................4.0………………100-94

	A-.......................3.7………………...93-90

	B+ ......................3.3………………..89-87

	B ........................3.0………………..86-84

	B-........................2.7………………..83-80

	C+ ......................2.3………………..79-77

	C ........................2.0………………..76-74

	C-........................1.7………………..73-70

	D+.......................1.3………………..69-67

	D ........................1.0………………..66-64

	D-........................0.7………………..63-60

	F..........................0.0………………..59-



Exam and Paper Due Dates:
Map Quiz:			Friday, September 14
Research Project Prospectus:	Friday, October 9
Midterm:			Monday, October 15 
Final Research Projects:	Friday, December 4 
Final:				Monday, December 14, 12:00-1:50 PM

Grade Percentages:
Map Quiz:			10% 					Class Discussion:		10%
Midterm Exam:		20% 					Research Project:		25%
Final:				35%

CURRICULUM
Week #	Date	Topic										
     1		9/9	Introduction to early L.A. History
		9/11	The First Americans/Olmecs			
	Readings for week: Latin America and its People (LAP), Ch. 1

     2		9/14	Popul Vuh
		9/16	Popul Vuh/Mayan Culture and Society
		9/18	Incas
			Map Quiz
	Readings for week: LAP, Ch. 1 (continued); Mesoamerican Voices, pp. 179-181 (Doc. 8.2)

     3		9/21	Incas
		9/23	The Rise of the Aztecs
		9/25	Politics, Culture, and Society
Readings for week: LAP, Chs. 1, 2; Voices, pp. 212-215  (“Nineteenth Chapter”), pp. 216-219 (“Thirtieth Chapter” and “Thirty-first Chapter”)

     4		9/28	The Iberian Expansion
		9/30	Columbus and Hernán Cortés
		10/2	The Conquest of Mexico
	Readings for week: LAP, Ch. 2 (continued); Destruction, 111-119 (Cortés); Voices, pp. 3-10

     5		10/5	Mexican Conquest from the Mexican Perspective
		10/7	La Otra Conquista
		10/9	La Otra Conquista
			Research Paper Prospectus Due
	Readings for week: LAP, Chs. 2 (continued), 3; Voices, pp. 27-46 (“Fifth Chapter” to “Fortieth Chapter” plus Docs. 3.2 and 3.3)

     6		10/12	Francisco Pizarro
		10/14	The Conquest Concludes
		10/16	REVIEW
Readings for week: LAP, Ch. 3 (continued) 

     7		10/19	 MIDTERM EXAM
		10/21	 The Church in Colonial Latin America 
		10/23	 The Church in Colonial Latin America
	Readings for week: LAP, Ch. 3 (continued); Lieutenant Nun, Introduction and Foreword

     8		10/26	History vs. Hollywood
		10/28	History vs. Hollywood
		10/30	History vs. Hollywood
Readings for week: LAP, Ch. 4; Destruction, 1-47; Voices, pp. 184-188 (Docs. 8.4-8.7), pp. 192-194 (Doc. 8.8), pp. 196-201 (Doc. 8.10), pp. 167-169 (Docs. 7.6-7.7)

     9		11/2	Discuss The Mission
		11/4	Imperial Politics
		11/6	Society and Labor
Readings for week: LAP, Ch. 5; Destruction, 47-92, 93-102 (“New Laws”); Voices, pp. 64-65 (Doc. 4.1), pp. 75-79 (Docs. 4.4-4.6)

     10		11/9	Society and Labor 
		11/11	VETERANS DAY—NO CLASSES 
		11/13	Bourbon and Pombaline Reforms 
Readings for week: LAP, Ch. 6; Destruction; Lieutenant Nun, 3-40; Voices, pp. 148-150 (Doc. 6.9), pp. 161-165 (Docs. 7.2-7.3), pp. 165-167 (Doc. 7.5)

     11		11/16	Bartolomé de Las Casas
		11/18	Crisis in Europe
		11/20	Women in Colonial Latin America 
	Readings for week:; Lieutenant Nun; 41-80

     12		11/23	Crisis in Europe
		11/25	THANKSGIVING
		11/27	BREAK
	Readings for week: LAP, Ch. 7

     13		11/30	Independence in Mexico
		12/2	Independence in Haiti
		12/4	Bolivar and San Martín/Research Projects Due
	Readings for week: LAP, Ch. 8

     14		12/7	Brazilian Independence 
		12/9	Conclusions/REVIEW
		12/11	MAKE-UP EXAMINATIONS 
	Readings for week: LAP, Ch. 8 (continued)


FINAL EXAM: Monday, December 14, 12:00-1:50 PM

