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Montana State University Billings

Department History

The Birth of Modern America: 1877-1929

Fall Semester, 2009

HSTA 320.001							Prof. Matthew Redinger
T R 8:40-10:10							Office: LA 811, Ph # x2896
Room: LA 309							Office Hours: 
MW  8:30-10:00
		TR 2:00-3:00
Email: mredinger@msubillings.edu OR redinger@180com.net
History Homepage:  http://www.msubillings.edu/history/

COURSE OBJECTIVE
The primary objective of this course is that through an intensive examination of the aftermath of the great sectional conflict of the Civil War and the United States’ rise to greatness in the international arena, students may nurture within themselves the knowledge of the historical context of this nation as a means of understanding the country within which they live.

COURSE PURPOSE
This course is an in-depth examination of United States history, from the end of Reconstruction through the First World War to the beginning of the Great Depression.  At the beginning of this period, the United States was a growing industrial nation, but was essentially a non-player on the international scene.  But by the end of this period, the United States, having joined with Western Europe in the Great War, had become one of the leading powers on the planet.  This course will explore the reasons and results of that transformation.  The primary emphasis in this course will be on understanding the political, social, economic, cultural and diplomatic developments in United States history as this change took place.  As a corollary, we will discover why historians consider this the “Birth of Modern America.” In addition, students who successfully complete this course will:

1) Examine the ideological, economic, and philosophical results of Reconstruction;

2) Compare and contrast the efforts to achieve imperial status for the United States;

3) Explain the nature of life—socially, politically, and economically—from the Gilded Age to the 1920s; and

4) Understand the origins and results of the great Depression.

REQUIRED READINGS (in chronological order)
Norman K. Risjord, Representative Americans: Populists and Progressives (New York: Rowman & Littlefield, 2005)
Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward, 2000-1887 
(Boston: Bedford Books of St. Martin’s Press, 1995)
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, The Yellow Wallpaper (New York: The Feminist Press, 1996)
Robert Shogan, The Battle of Blair Mountain: The Story of America’s Largest Labor Uprising (New York: Perseus, 2004)

TEACHING APPROACH AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS
This course will be conducted primarily as a lecture/discussion class.  In order to make discussion as effective and useful as possible, it is absolutely vital that students do all of the assigned reading.  In the course of the semester, we will have one midterm exam, a final exam, and one written project (discussed below).

Exams:
The midterm exam will be taken in class, during a regularly scheduled class meeting time.  It will consist of ID’s, in which the student will identify key individuals/ events/theories and state their historical significance; and essays.

Papers:
All students will be required to submit, during the semester, one paper.  The paper will be the results of a research project on a topic of the student's own choosing.  There are a couple guidelines concerning the choice of research projects:  First, the project may be on any subject appropriate to the period of United States history in which the class is interested, and second, you must get the instructor’s approval before beginning research (to insure that the project meets the first guideline above).  This research project will result in a research paper of 8-10 pages.  We will discuss these research papers in more detail later.

POLICIES IN EFFECT FOR THE DURATION OF THE SEMESTER
Attendance:
There is a clear correlation between regular and punctual attendance in class and academic success. In recognition of this correlation, all students will be expected and required to attend all class meetings and examinations. Please note that not all of the material for which students will be responsible can be found in the texts. Within the context of this expectation of regular attendance, it is safe to assume that habitual tardiness or absenteeism will adversely affect the final grade.

Make-up Examinations:
Make-up examinations will only be offered on the last day of class, Friday, December 11.  If you must miss an exam, you need to call either my office, or leave a message with the departmental secretary (telephone: 657-2119).

NOTE: INCOMPLETE GRADES WILL BE ASSIGNED ONLY IN EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES, AND AT THE DISCRETION OF THE PROFESSOR.  NEITHER WILL LATE PAPERS BE ACCEPTED NOR WILL AUTOMATIC “I” GRADES BE ASSIGNED.

The course instructor will abide by the MSU-Billings student handbook code of conduct dealing with academic misconduct (cheating). “When academic dishonesty occurs or is alleged to have occurred, the instructor has the right and obligation to take appropriate action which may include a verbal or written reprimand or warning, a grade of ‘F’ (failure) for the assignment or test involved or a grade of ‘F’ for the course.”

Exam and Paper Due Dates:
Midterm:				Tuesday, October 20
Research Paper Prospectus:		Tuesday, October 13
Research Paper:			Thursday, December 10
Final:					Wednesday, December 16, 12:00-1:50

Grade Percentages:
Class Discussion:			15%
Research Paper:			25%
Midterm Exam:			25%
Final:					35%

Grading: 
Recently, the Montana Board of Regents passed a policy statement authorizing the assignment of plus and minus grades at all institutions of higher education in Montana.  The purpose of the policy is to facilitate transfers and to make the Grade Point Average system more uniform and fair, among other considerations.  I have decided to adopt the plus and minus grading system for this class.  Below are the point values for grades in this class, as established by the Board of Regents policy (GPA values also listed in the University catalogue):

	A ........................4.0………………100-94

	A-.......................3.7………………...93-90

	B+ ......................3.3………………..89-87

	B ........................3.0………………..86-84

	B-........................2.7………………..83-80

	C+ ......................2.3………………..79-77

	C ........................2.0………………..76-74

	C-........................1.7………………..73-70

	D+.......................1.3………………..69-67

	D ........................1.0………………..66-64

	D-........................0.7………………..63-60

	F..........................0.0………………..59-



CURRICULUM
Week #	Date		Topic									
     1		9/10		Introduction: The End of Reconstruction				 

     2		9/15		Gilded Age Politics
		9/17		The New South
	Readings for the week:  Bellamy, pp. 1-28

     3		9/22		Immigration: “Old” vs. “New”
		9/24		Urbanization and Industrialization
	Readings for the week:  Risjord, Ch. 1; Bellamy, pp. 31-127

     4		9/29		The Creation of the Working Class
		10/1		Technology and Labor Radicalism
	Readings for the week: Risjord, Ch. 2; Bellamy, pp. 127-200

Week #	Date		Topic									
     5		10/6		Labor Radicalism (cont.)
		10/8		African-Americans and Women under Populism
	Readings for the week: Risjord, Ch. 4

     6		10/13		The Roots of Agrarian Discontent
				Research Project Prospectus Due
		10/15		The Election of 1896/REVIEW
	Readings for the week: 

     7		10/20		MIDTERM EXAM
		10/22		The Roots of American Imperialism
	Readings for the week: Risjord, Ch. 5

     8		10/27		The Spanish-American War
		10/29		The US in Latin America
	Readings for the week:  Risjord, Chs. 6, 7

     9		11/3		Progressive Radicals: Socialists, Anarchists, and the IWW
		11/5		Blacks and Women Organize
	Readings for the week: Risjord, Chs. 9, 11; Gilman (all)

     10		11/10		The Progressive Presidents
		11/12		The Progressive Presidents

     11		11/17		American Involvement in the War in Europe
		11/19		Armistice and the Treaty Fight

     12		11/24		The Red Scare
		11/26		THANKSGIVING BREAK 
	Readings for the week: Begin Shogan

     13		12/1		Prohibition and the Sexual Revolution
		12/3		Post-war Labor, Prosperity and Agribusiness
	Readings for the week: Risjord, Ch. 12; Finish Shogan
				
     14		12/8		The Bubble Bursts, but What Was the Pin?
		12/10		FINAL REVIEW/PROJECTS DUE/MIDTERM MAKE-UP


FINAL EXAM: Wednesday, December 16, 12:00-1:50
