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		“The great advantage of the Americans is, that they have arrived at a state
		of democracy without having to endure a democratic revolution; and that 
		they are born equal, instead of becoming so.”
							--Alexis de Tocqueville,
							Democracy in America

Montana State University Billings

American History I: to 1877

Fall 2009


HSTA 101-001							Prof. Matthew Redinger
TR 12:10-1:40								Office: LA 809, x2896
Room: LA 306							Office Hours (by appt., and):
	MW 8:30-10:00
	TR 2:00-3:00
Email: mredinger@msubillings.edu OR mredinger@bresnan.net

COURSE OBJECTIVE
The primary objective of this course is that through the study of History, students may nurture within themselves the knowledge of the historical context of this nation as a means of understanding the country within which they live.  Also, through this introduction to the discipline of History, students will gain skills valuable in a broad-based liberal arts education.

COURSE PURPOSE
This course is a general survey of United States history, from the colonial period through the Reconstruction of the South.  The primary emphasis in this course will be on understanding the political, social, and cultural developments in U.S. history as this country underwent a painful process of self-definition and self-creation.  In addition, students who successfully complete this course will:

1) Examine the ideological, economic, and philosophical origins of the colonial United States;

2) Compare and contrast the efforts to achieve independence for the United States from Great Britain;

3) Explain the nature of life—socially, politically, and economically—of the New Nation; and

4) Understand the origins and results of the Civil War and Reconstruction.

REQUIRED READING (available in the bookstore)
U.S. A Narrative History, Vol. I, by James Davidson, et al. (Boston: McGraw Hill, 2009).
We will also have weekly Internet-based historical documents, the links for which will be provided weekly. 

(a helpful U.S. government site is: http://usinfo.state.gov/products/pubs/histryotln/index.htm .         It has a complete outline of US History!)

TEACHING APPROACH AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS
The course will be divided into two major thematic elements.  The first of these elements involves the construction of an independent nation, to a large degree as a result of European affairs.  This first thematic period ends with the affirmation of independence with the end of the War of 1812.  The second thematic element centers on the issues and crises with which the young nation had to contend—forces that very nearly resulted in the permanent destruction of the nation.  This second thematic element and the course will end with the reaffirmation of American unity through Reconstruction.

In the course of the term, we will have one midterm exam, a final exam, and several weekly (or bi-weekly) reaction essays.  The midterm exam will be taken in class, during a regularly scheduled class.  It will consist of ID’s, in which the student will identify key individuals/ events/theories and state their historical significance; and essays.  We will discuss effective essay-writing strategies before the exam.  Weekly reaction essays will consist of short written assignments in reply to questions I will supply based on the weekly reading assignments.

Exam Dates:
Midterm Exam:		Thursday, October 22
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Final Exam Due:		Tuesday, December 15, 10:00-11:50

POLICIES IN EFFECT FOR THE DURATION OF THE SEMESTER
Attendance:
There is a clear correlation between regular and punctual attendance in class and academic success. In recognition of this correlation, all students will be expected and required to attend all class meetings and examinations. Please note that not all of the material for which students will be responsible can be found in the texts. Within the context of this expectation of regular attendance, it is safe to assume that habitual tardiness or absenteeism will adversely affect the final grade.

Make-up Examinations:
Make-up examinations will only be offered on the last day of class, Friday, December 11.  If you must miss an exam, you need to call either my office, or leave a message with the departmental secretary (telephone: 657-2119).

NOTE: INCOMPLETE GRADES WILL BE ASSIGNED ONLY IN EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES, AND AT THE DISCRETION OF THE PROFESSOR.  NEITHER WILL LATE PAPERS BE ACCEPTED NOR WILL AUTOMATIC “I” GRADES BE ASSIGNED.

The course instructor will abide by the MSU-Billings student handbook code of conduct dealing with academic misconduct (cheating). “When academic dishonesty occurs or is alleged to have occurred, the instructor has the right and obligation to take appropriate action which may include a verbal or written reprimand or warning, a grade of ‘F’ (failure) for the assignment or test involved or a grade of ‘F’ for the course.”

Grade Percentages: 
Discussion:			10% 			Midterm Exam: 		30%
Reaction Essays: 		25% (total) 		Final: 				35%


Grading: 
The Montana Board of Regents passed a policy statement authorizing the assignment of plus and minus grades at all institutions of higher education in Montana.  The purpose of the policy is to facilitate transfers and to make the Grade Point Average system more uniform and fair, among other considerations.  I have decided to adopt the plus and minus grading system for this class.  Below are the point values for grades in this class, as established by the Board of Regents policy (GPA values also listed in the University catalogue):

	A ........................4.0………………100-94

	A-.......................3.7………………...93-90

	B+ ......................3.3………………..89-87

	B ........................3.0………………..86-84

	B-........................2.7………………..83-80

	C+ ......................2.3………………..79-77

	C ........................2.0………………..76-74

	C-........................1.7………………..73-70

	D+.......................1.3………………..69-67

	D ........................1.0………………..66-64

	D-........................0.7………………..63-60

	F..........................0.0………………..59-



DSS Statement:
Students with disabilities, whether physical, learning, or psychological, who believe that they may need accommodations in this class, are encouraged to contact Disability Support Services (DSS) as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. Please meet with DSS staff to verify your eligibility for any classroom accommodations and for academic assistance related to your disability. Disability Support Services is located in the Academic Support Center and can be reached at 657-2283.

CURRICULUM
Week #		Date	Topic									
1		9/10	Introduction: "Discovery"  
			Virginia and Planter Society 
	Readings for week: U.S. A Narrative History (“USNH”), pp.; Online docs
“We Took Great Store of Codfish and Called it Cape Cod:” Bartholomew Gosnold Sails Along Northeastern North America, 1602 (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6617)

“The Starving Time”: John Smith Recounts the Early History of Jamestown, 1609 (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6593)

“What Can You Get By Warre”: Powhatan Exchanges Views With Captain John Smith, 1608" (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5838)

2		9/15	Reform of the Virginia Colony  
		9/17	Bondage and Servitude 
	Readings for week: LEP, pp. 66-68; 137-140; Online docs 
Bacon’s Rebellion: The Declaration (1676) by Nathaniel Bacon (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5800)
“They Live Well in the Time of their Service”: George Alsop Writes of Servants in Maryland, 1663 (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5815)
“Our Plantation Is Very Weak”: The Experiences of an Indentured Servant in Virginia, 1623
(http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6475)
“We Unfortunate English People Suffer Here”: An English Servant Writes Home by Elizabeth Sprigs (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5796)

3		9/22	The New England Colonies 
		9/24	The New England Mind: Great Awakening  
		 Readings for week: LEP, pp. 68-75, 114-121, 147-158; Online docs
A Letter Home From Massachusetts Bay in 1631(http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5787)

The Trial and Interrogation of Anne Hutchinson
     (http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/bdorsey1/41docs/30-hut.html)

The Examination of Sarah Good
     (http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/salem/ASA_GOOX.HTM)

4		9/29	Indians and Whites: Early Relations  
		10/1	The Growth of European Empire  
	Readings for week: LEP, pp. 97-113, 121-130, 158-179; Online docs
Metacom Relates Indian Complaints about the English Settlers, 1675 (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6226)

5		10/6	Colonial Activism  
		10/8	The Revolutionary Crisis: Independence?
	Readings for week: LEP, Ch. 5; Online docs
The Bloody Massacre (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6804)

The Boston Massacre, ca. 1868.( http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6805)

A Shoemaker and the Tea Party by George Robert Twelve Hewes (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5799)

6		10/13	Independence!
		10/15	The First Constitution: Articles of Confederation  
			REVIEW
	Readings for week: LEP, Ch. 6; Online docs
The Declaration of Independence
     (http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/declare.htm)

The War for Independence Through Seneca Eyes: Mary Jemison Views the Revolution, 1775–79 (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5826)

“Laying Close Siege to the Enemy”: Joseph Plumb Martin at the Battle of Yorktown, 1781 (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6597)

Sarah Osborn Recollects Her Experiences in the Revolutionary War, 1837 (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5833)

7		10/20	The New Constitution 
		10/22	MIDTERM EXAM
	Readings for week: LEP, pp. 265-283; Online docs
“All Men Are Born Free and Equal”: Massachusetts Yeomen Oppose the “Aristocratickal” Constitution, January, 1788. ( http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6213)

8		10/27	Republicans and Federalists: The Rise of Parties 
		10/29	Washington and Adams: Building a Legacy  
	Readings for week: LEP, pp. 283-305; Online docs
“Much Blood May be Shed Ere Liberty be Firmly Established”: Benjamin Franklin Bache Defends the French Revolution, 1792–93 (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6587)

9		11/3	The Revolution of 1800 and Challenges to Jeffersonianism 
		11/5	Industry and the Market Society
Readings for week: LEP, Ch. 8, pp. 461-482; Online docs
“I Wove To-day”: Elizabeth Fuller Grows Up in Rural Massachusetts (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5824)

“The Treatment of the Help in Those Days Was Cruel”: Hiram Munger Remembers Factory Life by Hiram Munger (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5830)

The Lowell Mill Girls Go on Strike, 1836 by Harriet Hanson Robinson (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5714)

“Factories are talked about as schools of vice”: Elias Nason Considers Careers (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5831)

The latest model. (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6718)

10		11/10	Market Forces and American Society 
		11/12	Reform Movements, 1820-1840 
Readings for week: LEP, Chs. 8, 12; Online docs 
 “A Religious Flame That Spread All Over Kentucky”: Peter Cartwright Brings Evangelical Christianity to the West, 1801–04 (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6370)

“T’was My Object to Carry Terror and Devastation Wherever We Went”: Nat Turner “Confesses,” Virginia, 1831 (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6533)

“The Happiest Laboring Class in the World”: Two Virginia Slaveholders Debate Methods of Slave Management, 1837. (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5801)

11		11/17 	 Society and Culture in the Cotton South 
		11/19	 Sectionalism and Secessionism
Readings for week: LEP Chs. 9, 13, 14

12		11/24	The Civil War 
		11/26	THANKSGIVING 
	Readings for week: LEP, Chs. 15, 16 Online docs
“If It Were Not For My Trust in Christ I Do Not Know How I Could Have Endured It”: Testimony from Victims of New York’s Draft Riots, July, 1863 (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6216)

 “I Hope to Fall With My Face to the Foe”: Lewis Douglass Describes the Battle of Fort Wagner, 1863 (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6215) 
Caught in the middle. (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6739)
	
13		12/1	Lincoln/Johnson and Radical Reconstruction
		12/3	The End of Reconstruction 
		Readings for week: LEP, Ch. 17; Online docs
Ku Klux Klan Violence in Georgia, 1871 (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6225)

“The Evil Shadow of Slavery No Longer Hangs Over Them”: Charlotte Forten Describes Her Experiences Teaching on the South Carolina Sea Islands, 1862 (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6517)

“The first vote.” (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6707)
“Colored Rule in the Reconstructed (?) State.” (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6754)
“The Fifteenth Amendment Illustrated” (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/7118)
A Georgia Sharecropper’s Story of Forced Labor ca. 1900 (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/28)

14		12/8	New Problems: The “Three I’s”
		12/10  	REVIEW
Readings for week:  Online docs
“We Are Not Entirely Out of Civilization”: A Homesteader Writes Home in 1873 (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5832)

A German Jewish Woman Settles in North Dakota (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/38)

“All That Is Passed Away”: A Young Indian Praises U.S. Government Policy in the Late 19th century (http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/37)


FINAL EXAM: Tuesday, December 15, 10:00-11:50 
