
COMT 460.01
Intercultural Communication
Fall 2006 Syllabus

Class days/times:
Mon/Wed 12:50-2:20
Class location:

LA 716
Professor:

Dr. David Weiss (dweiss@msubillings.edu)

Office hours:  

Mon/Wed 3:00-4:30; Tues. 11:00-1:00; and by appointment
Office location: 
LA 607
Office phone:
657-2962
Course description and objectives
COMT 460 is officially titled “Intercultural Communication.” During the fall 2006 semester, section 01 of COMT 460 will view the phenomena of intercultural—or, more accurately, multicultural—communication through the lenses of the scholarly approaches known as Media Studies and Cultural Studies. Thus, a more apt title for the course you are about to take might be “Multicultural Media and Cultural Studies,” a focus that seems increasingly appropriate given the key role of the media (particularly television and the Internet) in turning the world of the 21st century into what Marshall McLuhan decades ago foresaw as a “global village.”
During the opening unit of the course, “Foundations I,” we will cover the key concepts addressed in virtually all traditional intercultural communication (henceforth, ICC) courses and textbooks, including those concerning the key interpersonal aspects of ICC study. After the completion of that unit, our primary focus will be on issues of mass-mediated, rather than interpersonal, ICC: the intersections of media and culture(s); media as mirrors and shapers of global culture(s); media as profit-driven transnational businesses; representations (problematic and otherwise) of both dominant cultures and “co-cultures” within the United States; and representations of non-U.S. cultures in both U.S.-produced and non-U.S. produced media texts.

My objectives for the course are (1) to familiarize students with foundational components of ICC, Media Studies, and Cultural Studies; (2) to provide students with the analytical tools necessary to critically approach the media texts they consume—and, in many cases, produce—in their own lives; (3) to focus students’ attention on the undeniably problematic culture-related aspects of media representations both within and outside of the U.S.; and (4) to heighten students’ awareness of the media’s unique roles, responsibilities, and powers, both in the multicultural United States as well as in the (U.S.-media-dominated) world at large.
Course readings
Assigned readings will be found on library reserve (closed and/or electronic), on my course web page, or in the semester’s one required text (abbreviated as “MCT” on the assignment calendar): 

Curran, J., & Morley, D. (Eds.) (2006). Media and cultural theory. Routledge: London/New York.

Additionally, I will be continually on the lookout for articles that I think will be of interest to you. I reserve the right to assign additional readings as the semester proceeds. I will announce additional required readings in class and/or by e-mail.
On most class days, the content of in-class lecture/discussion will parallel that of, or be inspired by, the contents of that day’s readings. Consequently, it will be to your advantage to complete a given day’s readings before coming to class. Additionally, with the exception of the September 11th Media assignment (see details below), all papers will require you to demonstrate mastery of the key concepts covered in the readings.
Graded assignments and course-grade computation

The following is a summary of the graded assignments for this class. Details and deadlines follow on subsequent pages; also, see the assignment calendar on pages 7-8.
Required elements

   

   
  Maximum point value 


September 11th Media assignment



  40 points


 
Jewish Holidays assignment



  60 points

Foundations paper





100 points

Global Media paper




100 points

Final (term) paper





150 points

   
Participation




 
  50 points


   
Total






500 points

Points earned translate to semester grades as follows:

465 - 500


A

450 - 464


A-  

435 - 449


B+

415 - 434


B

400 - 414


B-

385 - 399


C+

365 - 384


C

350 - 364


C-

335 - 349


D+

315 - 334


D

300 - 314


D-

    0 - 299


F

Assignment details and deadlines
September 11th Media assignment
Our second class meeting happens to fall on Monday, September 11th, precisely five years after the 2001 attacks. While the attacks were aimed at U.S. buildings, institutions, and individuals, the events of 9/11/01 were undeniably “world news” (or, if you prefer, “intercultural news”). Further, as is unavoidably evident on a daily basis, the attacks and their aftermath continue to ramify around the globe. Fittingly, this tragic anniversary is being commemorated by media across the U.S. (see Alessandra Stanley’s N.Y. Times article) and throughout the world.

If you’ve spent most or all of the last five years in the United States, there’s a good chance that the coverage/analysis of the events of 9/11/01 available to you via the national and local media reflect what might be called an insider’s perspective (or perhaps an “American” perspective), rather than some (non-existent) “universal” or “objective” perspective. But given the international/intercultural nature of the attacks and the responses to them, and the simple fact that the U.S. is not the only nation on Earth, different perspectives than those dominant here do exist—and will undoubtedly be visible in media texts that originate outside of this country.
This assignment requires you to (1) read Arvind Rajagopal’s article “A Nation and its Immigration: The USA after September 11”; (2) find and analyze a news story published by a non-U.S. media source between now and Monday evening (that is, either in advance of the 11th or on the 11th) that concerns any aspect of the 9/11/01 attacks and/or their anniversary; (3) compare aspects of the story to an analogous U.S. news media story of your choice (e.g., a 9/11-related story in the New York Times, USA Today, Wall Street Journal, or Billings Gazette); (4) write up your findings/analysis in a brief paper; (5) be prepared to discuss the highlights of your findings/analysis in class. (Consult the “technical writing guidelines” link on my home page.)
Thanks to the wonderful web site World-Newspapers.com (to which you’ll find a link on my course page), English-language news media content from just about every media-capable country on earth is easily available. (If you’re fluent in a language other than English, you’re more than welcome to read and analyze a non-English-language text, of course.) So, for this assignment, each student will select a different nation (that is, different from each other student’s nation) as a source for a 9/11 story. We will determine nation assignments in class on 9/6.

In your paper—which has a target length of 3 pages—you will do the following:

· Briefly summarize the content of the (non-U.S.) article.
· Briefly compare and contrast the non-U.S. article to the analogous U.S. article, commenting on the similarities and differences between the perspectives of the two articles and on your own reaction to those similarities and differences. (This is the heart of the assignment.) Specifically, consider these questions:
· What about the non-U.S. article struck you as unusual or different? 

· How did article’s publication outside of the U.S. lead to a different “take” on the issues? In what ways were the tone and/or content of the non-U.S. article unlike those you saw or would expect to see in a U.S.-produced media text? 

· Did anything in the non-U.S. article particularly offend you? Did anything in the non-U.S. article particularly please you? 

· What about the non-U.S. article reflected not only a “non-U.S.” perspective but, specifically, a perspective unique to the nation in which the article was published (e.g., a distinctly British perspective or a distinctly Saudi Arabian perspective)?
· How did the non-U.S. article either illustrate or challenge points made by Rajagopal? How did the U.S. article do so?
Please note that your paper is due on Wednesday, September 13th, not on Monday the 11th!
Jewish Holidays assignment
“Intercultural communication”—mediated or otherwise—concerns both international and intra-national communication issues. Living in the exceedingly multicultural United States allows for a seemingly unlimited number of opportunities to explore how the mass media represent American “co-cultures” and their traditions. Among the more regularly occurring mediated observations of non-mainstream cultural practices are those offered by many U.S. news media outlets before and/or during the Jewish High Holidays each Fall.

For this assignment, you will read Marsha Woodbury’s article “Media Stereotypes of Jews: From JAPS to MDs” (and another article, which I have yet to assign) and, armed with the authors’ observations, analyze any U.S. media report you find about the High Holidays. Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, begins this year at sunset on Friday, September 22nd and ends at sunset on Sunday, September 24th; Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, begins at sunset on Sunday, October 1st and ends at sunset on Monday, October 2nd. Consequently, you should expect to find stories before or during these dates.
When reading the news story you select, focus on how the subjects of the story—the individuals interviewed or described, the holidays themselves, the ritual aspects of the holidays, the Jewish People as a group/culture—are represented. In what ways (if any) did the observations made by Woodbury [and/or the other author] about Jewish stereotypes surface in your article? What about the article might pose a challenge to Woodbury’s observations? Also consider these questions: 
· Whose perspective was privileged or assumed by the writer? In other words, were the people and/or their practices discussed in the article treated as outsiders/ “others”? If so, then who is (implicitly) an “insider”? (Put another way, if the article positions Jews as “them,” then who is “us”?) On the other hand, what did the author of your article do to minimize or avoid an “us/them” binary? 
· In what ways were Jewish people/customs treated as “like us” or “like ours,” if, in fact, they were? 
· How do you think a Jewish member of the newspaper’s market would react to the article?

· Did the article in any way acknowledge the possibility that some of its readers might, in fact, be Jewish themselves? Or did the writer assume that all readers would be non-Jews? 
When writing up your response/analysis, be sure to incorporate relevant ICC/CS concepts from at least two of the readings assigned during September.
Due Wednesday, October 4th. Target length: 4 pages.
Foundations paper
This paper will give you the opportunity to synthesize, apply, and comment upon the key concepts covered during the “foundations” units of the course as they relate to a relevant “real world” multicultural media issue or phenomenon of your choice. Target length: 6 pages. Due Monday, October 16th. More details will be provided in the coming weeks.
Global Media paper
This paper will give you the opportunity to synthesize, apply, and comment upon the key concepts covered during the “global media/culture/business” unit of the course as they relate to a relevant “real world” multicultural media issue or phenomenon of your choice. Target length: 6 pages. Due Wednesday, November 8th. More details will be provided in the coming weeks.
Final/Term paper
Each student will write a term paper (target length: 10-15 pages) on a contemporary multicultural media issue relevant to this course. Your paper will necessarily touch on issues of representation, the theme of the semester’s final unit; if you wish, you may make representation the primary focus of your document.

While the bulk of your paper will consist of your own original analysis of a phenomenon of your choosing, your document must also include a literature review, in which you briefly discuss existing research relevant to your topic. You must use at least ten primary scholarly sources for this literature review. As a starting point for your literature review (and, in most cases, as inspiration for your paper as a whole), you will need to read and discuss at least one of the “representation” articles I will make available later during the term.
The term paper is due by 9:50 a.m. on Monday, December 11th, which is the first day of Finals Week. More details will be provided in the coming weeks.
Participation
This course, in which we will be exploring the interpretation of unavoidably subjective and personal issues such as culture and identity, requires engaged and respectful participation from all class members, hence the assignment of 10% of your semester grade to participation. To determine the contribution of participation to your final grade, I will consider the following:

- How prepared are you for each class session? (Have you done the required readings? Are you ready to ask questions that contribute to productive class discussions?)

- What of your own experiences and cultural background do you bring to class and your interpretation of the issues under consideration?

- How well do you listen to your classmates and continue conversations?

- Are you always involved in class discussion (good!)—or are you working on other projects (bad!)?

The fine print: class policy issues
Attendance

Your regular and active attendance is expected. Excessive absences (such judgment to be made by your professor) will negatively affect your grade for the course.
Cell phones/pagers/text messaging 
I will not tolerate computer, cell phone, text-messaging, or pager use during class. Please turn off computers, pagers, and phones before coming to class and keep them turned off until after you have left the classroom at the end of the class session. 
Tentative calendar
Please note that the calendar (found on pages 7-8 of this syllabus) is indeed tentative; i.e., changes may occur. Generally, changes only occur if unforeseeable events mandate them or if they will benefit students. When changes occur, I will announce them in class and/or via e-mail.

Writing guidelines

Consult the “technical writing guidelines” document posted on my web site.
Deadlines and submission guidelines
No paper or presentation can be “made up.” However, if you know in advance that you have a conflict with a deadline, please let me know so that we can make alternative arrangements. Late papers will be penalized 10% if handed in after class on the due date, and an additional 10% for each successive calendar day late. The final paper, however, will not be accepted at all after December 11th.
Academic integrity policy 
The department and the University are committed to the highest standards of ethical conduct and academic excellence. Any student found guilty of plagiarism (knowingly taking and passing off as one’s own the ideas, writing, words, or concepts of another), fabrication, falsifying evidence, or purchasing papers, including those found on the Internet, will without exception receive a failing grade in the course. When using other authors’ ideas or words, you must pay proper homage to those authors by including complete references to your source; moreover, if you use four consecutive words from another author, you must use quotation marks around those words as well as citing their source; failure to do so counts as plagiarism. We will discuss citation techniques in class. Meanwhile, please refer to the Student Handbook for the University’s policy on academic integrity and academic dishonesty.
Students with special needs
I will do my best to accommodate every student. In order to provide optimum assistance, I will need to coordinate my efforts with those of the office of Disability Support Services (DSS), located in Room 10 of the Academic Support Center Any student with special needs should contact Ms. Trudy Carey at DSS (657-2283; tcarey@msubillings.edu) and share the office’s recommendations with me.

Enrollment in this class constitutes an agreement by the student 
to abide by the policies set forth in this syllabus.
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