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Video Gaming to Get A Slot on Network TV 

By NOAH ROBISCHON

A few years ago, few people would have imagined spending hours in front of the television watching professional poker. Now competitive video gaming is going to get a shot at mainstream network treatment when an hourlong special about the World Series of Video Games appears as part of the CBS Sports Spectacular on Dec. 30. 

The event will mark the first time that professional video gaming will be broadcast as a sport on network television. ''They Got Game: The Stars of the World Series of Video Games Presented by Intel,'' is the pinnacle of 20 hours of television programming about the event that is being shown across several Viacom outlets, including MTV and College Sports Television. 

''We're planting our flag in the ground that this needs to be treated as sports television,'' said Matthew Ringel, president and co-founder of Games Media Properties, which created the event. The company, spun off from the William Morris Agency in 2002, received a $4.8 million cash infusion from the Edison Venture Fund last week. 

Not everyone is convinced that professional video gaming can attract a mainstream TV following. 

''People want to play games and not watch them,'' said Geoff Keighley, host of SpikeTV's weekly video game industry news magazine show, ''Game Head.'' He added, though, that ''someone is eventually going to crack it by figuring out how to tell a compelling story about what is happening in the game.'' 

One handicap is that CBS will only show snippets of actual competitive game play. The gory content in the games being played, like Counter Strike 1.6, Halo 2 and Quake 4, is considered inappropriate for the Saturday afternoon timeslot. 

''The one hurdle that was a challenge, and is still a challenge for video gaming,'' said Robert Horowitz, a veteran producer of televised sports events and the president of Juma Entertainment, which produced the special for CBS, ''is you can't put people shooting at one another on network television.''  

