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Vint Cerf is often called the "Father of the Internet" in recognition of his work as the co-designer of the basic protocols that power modern computer networks. He currently serves as vice president and chief Internet evangelist for Google. 

There is no question in my mind that new technologies developed in the areas of networking and personal computing have absolutely changed the way we communicate. 

All you have to do is to consider the nature of other media. If you look at mass media--television, radio, print media of various kinds--you see largely one-way communication. Even though there are letters to the editor and occasional comments from the viewer, it’s mostly a one-way mechanism, even though in many cases, it reaches large numbers of people. 

Something like the telephone may be two-way. But while you can have multiple parties on conference calls, for the most part, it’s largely bilateral and, therefore, not a mass medium. 

The Internet comes along, and it creates group communication in several forms. It allows for multiple people to communicate among themselves without necessarily knowing each other ahead of time. When the World Wide Web came along, it increased our ability to discover people who have common interests, and they didn't have to be geographically local. And as a consequence, the dialogue among people with common interests has vastly increased. 

So we're seeing cooperative, collaborative tools emerging out of this maelstrom of e-mail, instant messaging, network news groups, RSS feeds, group videogames and other collaborative interactions. 

I'm sure that this is going to get richer over time, and we probably can't predict how it will all turn out. If you want to know where it's going, you should be talking to 13-year-olds, because they're the ones who quickly adopt new tools like text messaging and instant messaging. They think of e-mail as passé. You know, "How 20th century! E-mail? Why would you do that? It's not instant. I want immediate reactions from my friends." 

-- Excerpted from an interview with David M. Ewalt on Oct. 6, 2005. 


