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Introduction 
 

The Montana State University Billings Poll was first conducted in 1989. This year marks 
a new chapter with the launch of the Mountain States Poll. The poll includes Montana, and for 
the first time, Wyoming, for the 32nd edition of the poll and the 30th year the poll has been 
conducted. This report summarizes the results of a statewide random sample of 215 adult 
residents of Montana and 177 adult residents of Wyoming identified as likely voters. 
Approximately 82 percent of the survey respondents were contacted via cellphone and 18 
percent were contacted on landline telephone numbers. Randomly generated telephone lists were 
purchased by MSUB from Scientific Telephone Samples based in Rancho Santa Margarita, 
Calif. 

The Mountain States Poll was conducted from October 7-12, 14, and 16, 2019, in the 
Market Research Lab on campus. Students enrolled in PSCI 342: Media, Public Opinion, PSCI 
220: Introduction to Comparative Government, and BMKT 436: Sales and Sales Marketing 
served as telephone surveyors for the poll. 

The margin of error for the Montana sample is 6.7 percent and the margin of error for the 
Wyoming sample is 7.4 percent. Various subgroups have larger margins of error. Cross-
tabulation results by sex, age, education, party affiliation, and religion are included for questions 
related to approval ratings on a variety of items and questions regarding most Republican 
primary races. Subgroup cross-tabulation results are limited to age and education for most 
Democratic primary races due to a small sample size of respondents who indicated they would 
vote Democratic primaries in Montana and Wyoming. Cross-tabulation results are also not 
present in some questions due to small sample size of subgroups. The sample was weighted for 
sex, age, race, age, and education based on Census Bureau estimates of the voting-age population 
in Montana and Wyoming, and for party affiliation for Wyoming respondents based on data 
provided by the Wyoming Secretary of State’s office. 
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I. U.S. Issues 
 

1a. If the Democratic primary for president were being held today, for whom would you 
vote for (Montana respondents who indicated they would vote in the Democratic primary 
in June 2020). 
 

 
 
   SEX………... 4-YR DEG. 
  Tot. Men Wom. Yes  No 
Warren  40% 31% 45% 32% 47% 
Biden  15 25 10 19 12 
Bullock  5 9 3 12 0 
O’Rourke  5 8 3 4 5 
Klobuchar  2 6 <1 1 4 
Harris  2 6 0 5 0 
Buttigieg  2 5 <1 5 0 
Sanders  2 5 0 5 0 
Undecided  25 3 38 17 33 
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1b. If the Democratic caucus for president were being held today, for whom would you vote 
for? (Wyoming respondents who indicated they would vote in the Democratic caucus in 
spring 2020). 
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2a. If the Republican primary for president were being held today, for whom would you 
vote for? (Montana respondents who indicated they would vote in the Republican primary 
in June 2020). 
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2b. If the Republican caucus for president were being held today, for whom would you vote 
for? (Wyoming respondents who indicated they would vote in the Republican presidential 
caucus in spring 2020). 
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3a. At this point in time, do you approve or disapprove President Donald Trump's 
performance in office? (Montana voters) 
 

 
 

   PARTY AFFILIATION…. SEX……………. COLL. DEG… 
  Tot. Rep. Dem. Ind. Men Wom. Yes No 
Approve  54% 90% 12% 38% 67% 41% 48% 57% 
Disapprove  36 1 86 52 29 43 46 32 
Undecided  10 9 2 10 4 15 6 11 
          
  AGE…….....………………………….. RELIGION……………………………. 
  18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ Cath. Main. Evan. None 
Approve  32% 51% 62% 67% 71% 50% 62% 30% 
Disapprove  59 32 31 26 27 35 28 60 
Undecided  9 17 7 7 2 15 9 10 
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3b. At this point in time, do you approve or disapprove President Donald Trump's 
performance in office? (Wyoming voters) 
 

 
 
   PARTY AFFILIATION…. SEX…………….. 4-YR. DEG….... 
  Tot. Rep. Dem. Ind. Men Wom. Yes No 
Approve  75% 94% 13% 48% 85% 66% 64% 80% 
Disapprove  19 1 85 46 9 30 32 14 
Undecided  6 5 12 6 6 5 4 6 
          
  AGE…….....………………………….. RELIGION……………………………. 
  18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ Cath. Main. Evan. None 
Approve  80% 81% 73% 68% 70% 78% 86% 67% 
Disapprove  20 17 22 18 26 10 14 26 
Undecided  0 2 6 14 4 11 1 8 
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4a. At this point in time, do you approve or disapprove of the performance of the U.S. 
Congress? (Montana Voters) 

 

 
 

   PARTY AFFILIATION…. SEX…………….. 4-YR. DEG….... 
  Tot. Rep. Dem. Ind. Men Wom. Yes No 
Approve  13% 13% 23% 3% 12% 14% 12% 13% 
Disapprove  66 67 61 74 74 58 69 65 
Undecided  21 20 16 24 13 29 19 22 
          
  AGE…….....………………………….. RELIGION……………………………. 
  18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ Cath. Main. Evan. None 
Approve  1% 19% 19% 7% 17% 17% 12% 14% 
Disapprove  64 55 70 73 71 50 61 64 
Undecided  34 26 11 20 12 33 27 22 
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4b. At this point in time, do you approve or disapprove of the performance of the U.S. 
Congress? (Wyoming voters) 

 

 
 
   PARTY AFFILIATION…. SEX…………….. 4-YR. DEG….... 
  Tot. Rep. Dem. Ind. Men Wom. Yes No 
Approve  17% 13% 27% 8% 25% 9% 22% 15% 
Disapprove  67 70 60 73 64 71 61 69 
Undecided  16 17 13 19 11 20 17 15 
          
  AGE…….....………………………….. RELIGION……………………………. 
  18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ Cath. Main. Evan. None 
Approve  60% 11% 12% 12% 6% 20% 9% 38% 
Disapprove  40 66 77 66 91 41 67 67 
Undecided  0 24 11 22 3 39 25 15 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 13 

5a. In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way things are going in the United 
States at this time? (Montana voters) 
 

 
 
   PARTY AFFILIATION…. SEX…………….. 4-YR. DEG….... 
  Tot. Rep. Dem. Ind. Men Wom. Yes No 
Satisfied  27% 51% 8% 15% 36% 19% 23% 29% 
Dissatisfied  58 35 73 73 52 65 65 56 
Undecided  14 14 19 12 12 16 12 15 
          
  AGE…….....………………………….. RELIGION……………………………. 
  18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ Cath. Main. Evan. None 
Satisfied  15% 38% 29% 25% 26% 20% 37% 23% 
Dissatisfied  61 51 60 63 63 54 42 66 
Undecided  24 11 11 12 12 25 20 10 
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5b. In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way things are going in the United 
States at this time? (Wyoming voters) 
 

 
 
   PARTY AFFILIATION…. SEX…………….. 4-YR. DEG….... 
  Tot. Rep. Dem. Ind. Men Wom. Yes No 
Satisfied  32% 42% 0% 23% 37% 7% 33% 32% 
Dissatisfied  57 45 91 69 48 27 53 58 
Undecided  11 12 9 8 15 66 14 10 
          
  AGE…….....………………………….. RELIGION……………………………. 
  18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ Cath. Main. Evan. None 
Satisfied  20% 38% 33% 28% 27% 49% 38% 23% 
Dissatisfied  59 52 53 69 56 51 49 61 
Undecided  20 10 14 3 17 0 13 17 
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6a. As you may know, the House of Representatives has begun a formal impeachment 
inquiry to determine whether or not to bring impeachment charges against President 
Trump. Do you approve or disapprove of this impeachment inquiry? (Montana voters) 
 

 
 
 

   PARTY AFFILIATION…. SEX…………….. 4-YR. DEG….... 
  Tot. Rep. Dem. Ind. Men Wom. Yes No 
Approve  33% 3% 77% 39% 29% 37% 44% 28% 
Disapprove  59 88 17 53 66 53 50 64 
Undecided  8 9 6 8 5 10 6 9 
          
  AGE…….....………………………….. RELIGION……………………………. 
  18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ Cath. Main. Evan. None 
Approve  41% 31% 31% 30% 28% 35% 31% 53% 
Disapprove  50 51 65 68 65 53 69 40 
Undecided  9 18 4 1 7 12 0 8 
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6b. As you may know, the House of Representatives has begun a formal impeachment 
inquiry to determine whether or not to bring impeachment charges against President 
Trump. Do you approve or disapprove of this impeachment inquiry? (Wyoming voters) 

 

 
 
   PARTY AFFILIATION…. SEX…………….. 4-YR DEG……. 
  Tot. Rep. Dem. Ind. Men Wom. Yes No 
Approve  21% 5% 77% 44% 15% 27% 33% 16% 
Disapprove  77 94 21 50 81 72 65 81 
Undecided  2 1 2 5 4 1 2 3 
          
  AGE…….....………………………….. RELIGION……………………………. 
  18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ Cath. Main. Evan. None 
Approve  20% 20% 27% 11% 30% 23% 10% 27% 
Disapprove  80 77 70 86 70 77 80 71 
Undecided  0 2 3 4 0 0 10 2 
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II. Montana Issues 
 

1. If the Republican primary for governor was being held today, for whom would you vote 
for? (Respondents who indicated they would vote in the Republican primary in June 2020) 
 

 
 

   SEX……………… AGE…………………………………..  
  Tot. Men Wom. 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ 
Gianforte  33% 47% 20% 23% 20% 43% 41% 
Fox  25 25 26 0 26 38 24 
Olszewski  9 6 12 22 6 3 13 
Undecided  32 22 42 56 47 15 23 
         
  RELIGION……………………………. 4-YR. DEGREE..  
  Cath. Main. Evan. None Yes No  
Gianforte  30% 63% 30% 23% 36% 32%  
Fox  39 10 43 16 27 25  
Olszewski  12 0 4 14 7 10  
Undecided  19 27 24 48 30 33  
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2. If the Democratic primary for governor was being held today, for whom would you vote 
for? (Respondents who indicated they would vote in the Democratic primary in June 2020) 
 

 
 

   SEX………... 4-YR DEG. 
  Tot. Men Wom. Yes  No 
Cooney  19% 18% 20% 14% 24% 
Whitney Williams  11 20 6 13 9 
Schreiner  6 0 9 5 7 
Neill  2 6 0 0 4 
Undecided  62 56 65 68 57 
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3. If the Democratic primary for U.S. Senate was being held today, for whom would you 
vote for? (Respondents who indicated they would vote in the Democratic primary in June 
2020) 
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4. If the Republican primary for Montana's seat in the U.S. House of Representatives was 
being held today, for whom would you vote for? (Respondents who indicated they would 
vote in the Republican primary in June 2020) 
 

 
 

   SEX……………... AGE…………………………………..  
  Tot. Men Wom. 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ 
Rosendale  32% 36% 26% 22% 42% 31% 33% 
Stapleton  22 24 21 14 20 31 15 
Dooling  1 3 0 0 0 2 4 
Johnson  <1 1 0 0 0 0 2 
Undecided  44 37 53 64 39 37 46 
         
  RELIGION……………………………. 4-YR. DEGREE..  
  Cath. Main. Evan. None Yes No  
Rosendale  20% 36% 36% 28% 28% 33%  
Stapleton  30 26 7 17 27 20  
Dooling  0 5 4 0 2 1  
Johnson  2 0 0 0 2 0  
Undecided  48 33 52 55 41 46  
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5. If the Democratic primary for Montana's seat in the U.S. House of Representatives was 
being held today, for whom would you vote for? (Respondents who indicated they would 
vote in the Democratic primary in June 2020) 
 

 
 
   SEX………... 4-YR DEG. 
  Tot. Men Wom. Yes  No 
Kathleen Williams  69% 66% 70% 73% 65% 
Matt Rains  6 6 6 0 10 
Undecided  25 27 24 27 24 
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6. At this point in time, do you approve or disapprove of U.S. Senator Steve Daines’ 
performance in office? 
 

 
 

   PARTY AFFILIATION…. SEX…………….. 4-YR. DEG….... 
  Tot. Rep. Dem. Ind. Men Wom. Yes No 
Approve  50% 71% 32% 36% 57% 42% 51% 48% 
Disapprove  16 3 37 12 14 17 36 7 
Undecided  35 25 31 52 29 42 12 45 
          
  AGE…….....………………………….. RELIGION……………………………. 
  18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ Cath. Main. Evan. None 
Approve  29% 35% 64% 61% 60% 69% 65% 27% 
Disapprove  7 23 13 22 18 7 15 21 
Undecided  65 42 23 17 21 24 20 53 
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7. At this point in time, do you approve or disapprove of Gov. Steve Bullock’s performance 
in office? 
 

 
 
   PARTY AFFILIATION…. SEX…………….. 4-YR DEG……. 
  Tot. Rep. Dem. Ind. Men Wom. Yes No 
Approve  42% 27% 78% 46% 42% 43% 62% 34% 
Disapprove  41 56 17 30 47 36 32 46 
Undecided  16 17 5 24 11 21 6 21 
          
  AGE…….....………………………….. RELIGION……………………………. 
  18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ Cath. Main. Evan. None 
Approve  39% 39% 47% 42% 25% 64% 59% 56% 
Disapprove  41 33 48 39 62 19 41 25 
Undecided  20 28 5 18 13 16 0 19 
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III. Wyoming Issues 
 

1. If the Republican primary for U.S. Senate were being held today, for whom would you 
vote for? (Respondents who indicated they would vote in the Republican primary in 
August 2020) 
 

 
 
   SEX……………... AGE…………………………………..  
  Tot. Men Wom. 18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ 
Cheney  37% 37% 36% 25% 46% 30% 42% 
Lummis  17 16 19 0 26 14 22 
Armstrong  4 1 7 25 1 1 <1 
Friess  3 3 3 0 1 5 5 
Balow  1 <1 1 0 0 <1 3 
Undecided  46 43 33 50 26 50 27 
         
  RELIGION………………………… 4-YR. DEGREE..  
  Cath. Main. Evan. None Yes No  
Cheney  38% 40% 50% 25% 35% 37  
Lummis  13 19 2 16 11 19  
Armstrong  13 0 0 1 1 4  
Friess  0 0 4 0 4 3  
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Balow  0 3 0 1 2 <1  
Undecided  37 38 44 58 48 36  

 
2. If the Democratic primary for U.S. Senate were being held today, for whom would you 
vote for? (Respondents who indicated they would vote in the Democratic primary in 
August 2020) 
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3. At this point in time, do you approve or disapprove of Governor Mark Gordon’s 
performance in office? 
 

 
 
   PARTY AFFILIATION… SEX…………….. 4-YR DEG……. 
  Tot. Rep. Dem. Ind. Men Wom. Yes No 
Approve  74% 73% 72% 74% 77% 70% 33% 16% 
Disapprove  22 22 11 3 2 8 65 81 
Undecided  5 4 16 24 20 23 2 3 
          
  AGE…….....………………………….. RELIGION……………………………. 
  18-29 30-44 45-64 65+ Cath. Main. Evan. None 
Approve  100% 69% 77% 59% 3% 59% 61% 81% 
Disapprove  0 0 5 17 85 0 12 8 
Undecided  <1 31 18 25 12 41 27 11 

 


