What’s In-

side?

As aresult of the
last full BHCC
meeting in Decem-
ber, a letter was written on behalf of
the Billings Healthy Communities
Coalition. This letter was written as
a quest editorial and was sent to
the Billings Gazette for publishing.
Il was agreed upon by the coalition
members that we need lo convey to
the Montana State Legislators to
increase revenues for the state and
to not only rely on cutting programs
o balance the budget. A copy of
this letter is included on the inside
pages of this newsletter. Check the
letter out for yourself!
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Come and participate in the next BHCC meeting on January 23,

2003 from 3:30 to 5:30pm at the Yellowstone City-County Health
Department! This will be a great opportunity for the coalition and
it's members to learn about the legislative process. A panel of
experts will share brief overviews on how to use the internet site
to track different legislative bills, how to contact the state legisla-
tors, and updates on pending legislation that will effect the Bill-
ings’ Community. Please come and participate in this next meet-
ing! The information shared will be very valuable for you and

your organization.

Yellowstone County
Reports Increase in

HIV Cases

Yellowstone City-County Health
Department reports dramatic in-
crease in the number of HIV
cases in Yellowslone County in
the past few months.

Historically, HIV has been seen in
high risk groups of men who have
sex with men and people who use
injecting drugs. The new cases
are not from either of those
groups, but come from the gen-
eral population of heterosexuals.
In the rest of tha United States
and the world, the fastest group of
new HIV infeclions is in the het-
erosexual population, particularty

(Continued o paged)

You Can Make A
Difference!!!

The legislative information
office phone number is 406-
444-4800.

The state web page address
is http://leg.state.mt.us/css/
sessions/58th/.
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Let Your Voice Be Heard

The mission of the Billings Healthy Community Coalition is to develop, maintain and strengthen col-
laborative community networks committed to improving overall community health status and quality
of life. State funding for education, public health and human services provides for long term, cost
effective investments in the citizens of our state. As we face inevitable change, it is important that
long-term consequences are weighed against short term solutions that may be detrimental to the
people and the economic development of Montana.

Our State Legislature and the Governor have a formidable task ahead in this legislative session. As
required by the Constitution, the budget must be balanced by a combination of tax cuts and/or in-
creased revenue. We acknowledge that this is not the responsibility of only the legislature, but of all
citizens of Montana. We encourage our State Legislature to maintain a balance in regards to in-
creased revenue vs. budget cuts and program elimination.

The Billings Healthy Community Coalition proposes that State revenues be increased by initiating
user fees for many behaviors that cost our Montanans millions of dollars in health care and services.
User fees are voluntary contributions to our State economy and are an effective means of collecting
needed revenue, while at the same time decreasing costs all of us pay to support the negative con-
sequences of these behaviors. Specifically, we are asking our legislature to consider user fees for
tobacco, alcohol and gaming. As an example, charging a $1.50 for each tobacco product sold in
Montana will reduce the deficit by approximately 580 million dollars. This user fee will also be effec-
tive in encouraging many to quit using tobacco and keep many youth from ever starting.

Similar increases in user fees imposed on alcohol and gambling could prove to be effective in bal-
ancing the budget. These additional dollars would also provide funding to needed alcohol and gam-
bling treatment programs, as well as restore funding to community DU task forces with additional
money for the enforcement of DU laws.

We encourage all citizens of Montana to participate in this legislative session by contacting your
area representatives. The legislative information office phone number is 406-444-4800. The state
web page address is http://leg.state.mt.us/css/sessions/58th/.

Thank you,
Debbie Hedrick
President
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HIV Cases Increase
(Cantinwed from page )

wormen, This blip on the radar is an
indication that Montana is begin-
ning to follow that trend.

Alarming because this is a new pat-
tern. In the 80's and early 80's
people were afraid of becoming
infected and now are complacent.
This is due in part to the thinking
that there is a cure because of new
medications. As far as is known
now, once an HIV infected person
begins taking HIV medications,
they will have to continue that for
the rest of their lives.

The message we want to get out is
that HIV is out there. Peaople need
to make wise choices that will keep
them from exposure to HIV. Test-
ing is available at Deering Clinic
from 1-4 on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday and through the Yellow-
stone AIDS Project by appointment.
For further information, please call
the Yellowstone City-County Health
Department at 247-3350.

Homeless Program

Needs P
Coats, Hats, / );;
and Gloves [
The Healthcare for ‘AU EE

the Homeless pro-

gram is in search of coats and adult
hats and gloves to be donated to
their program. Their outreach
workers will be passing these items
out to those in need during the
week when they are working out in
the community. You can drop
these items off at the Yellowstone
City-County Health Department
Monday through Friday between 8
am and 5 pm . Any of these items
that people could donate would be
greatly appreciated. If you have
further questions, please contact
Lor Hartford at 247-3358.

Developing Leadership in Reducing Sub-
stance Abuse 2003

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
{RWJF) is seeking future leaders that are
committed to understanding health chal-
lenges and remedying health, safety, and
social problems stemming from substance
abuse. In order to cultivate the future lead-
ers in the field of substance abuse, EWJF is
providing support to a six year, $6 million dollar Developing Leadership
in Reducing Substance Abuse program that will fund 10 fellows for a
three-year mentoring period for four cycles, with a total of 40 fellows.
Currently looking to fill its fourth class, the program offers the following
training experience to enhance skills in self-knowledge, strategic vi-
sion, risk taking and creativity, interpersonal and communication effec-
tives, and change management:

1. "aone-week orientation/leadership conference”

2. "significant mentoring experience including up to 24 days spent
with a mentor per year”

3. "afive-day meeting each fall "

4. "athree-day networking seminar each spring”

5. "completion of a project on the topic of substance abuse and pub-
lic health"

Although this program is structured for participants to continue their
work in their home institutions, program activities will take fellows away
for a minimum of four to five weeks per year. Eligible participants in
the program must:

1. Share the same program vision

2. Possess a work history that is inclusive of experience in the field
of substance abuse for greater than three years but less than ten years
3. Show potential for leadership

4. Demonstrate a career focused on substance abuse in the field
of: educalion, advocacy, service delivery, policy, or policy research

5.  Beready to make a commitment for three years of consecutive
involvermnent with activities related to the program while continuously
employed

6. Obtain a commitment from an appropriate official for continued
compensation and time off to participate in program aclivities

I Possess U.S. citizenship or be a permanent resident

Far more information on the program or to obtain a formal application
package on-ling, please contact the program office at:

RoBERTW@D

JOHNSON

FOUNDATION

Phone: 732-235-9609

Dreadline for applications is February 28, 2003 (3 p.m.ET)






