Thurs., June 2 7th

3:30—5:00PM
@ Yellowstone City-County
Health Department
123 Southv27th
Conference RoomsA & B—

Znd Floor
Fluoridation

& S
Passes City &/@\\

Council )™
On May 13th, Ay
2002, the Billings —=
City Council passed the resolution
to add fluoride to the Billings City
water supply. The anti-fluoride
group is now trying to gather over
6,800 signatures on a petition in or-
der to put flucride to a public vote in
Novemnber. This group has until
August 22nd to accomplish this
task.

What can you do to help the
fluoridation effort?

Keep talking about the benefits of
fluoride stabilization in the Billings
water supply.

Welcome New BHCC

Officers!

The following slate was con-
firmed by consensus at our April
meeting. They have agreed to
serve in this leadership role May
2002 through our April Plan-
ning Retreat in 2003.

« President - Yellowstone City
County Health Dept, /Debbie
Hedrick (247-3377)

= st Vice President—MSU-

Eillings/Carl Hanson (657-

2395) and Deb Peters (657-

2115)

2nd Vice President—

Deaconess Billings Clinic/

Jim Duncan (657-4670)

3rd Vice President —United

Way/Carol Burton (252-

3839)

» Past President - St. Vincent
Healthcare/Diane Weaver
(237-3611)

Members at Large -

Judy Bryngelson (through

2004) 245-7233 Head Start;

Reatha Thomas (through 2004)

248-2229 Big Brothers and Sis-

ters; and three newly ap-

pointed— Bea Ann Melichar

(through 20035) 258-9666 Yellow-

stone County Council on Aging;

Kathy Aders (through 2005)

247-3728 Safe & Drug Free

Schools; and

Lisa Posada (through 2005)

896-8181 Billings Police Depart-

ment

Exascutive Committee members heip
"steer” the work of the BHCC—by setting
agendas, forming recommendations Tor
the whole to act upon, and providing ad-
vice and direction.  Anyone interested in
assisting is welcome to attend monthiy
Exec. Com. Meetings even if they are
not an appointed member., If you would
like to be on the agenda of the Exec.
Com. Meeting, please contact Debbie
Hedrick at 247-3377.

Drug and Violence Work-
shop August 19, 2002

Safe and Drug Free Schools is spon-
soring a free workshop this summer at
MSU-Billings. The "Drug and Violence
Workshop" will be held at the MSU-B
library in room 148, If anyone would
like to register, or would like more in-
formation, please call 247-3727.

April’'s BHCC Year
Planning Retreat Accom-
plishes Several Objec-

tives

Thank you Deb Peters of MSU-B
for facilitating this year's planning
retreat. There were 26 people this
year who participated in this 3 hour
session held at the Yellowstone
City-County Health Department.
The first part of the retreal was
spent updating the group on the six
task forces under BHCC. This in-
cluded each task force's Purpose,
Past accomplishments, Key
plans for the next year, and How
BHCC could benefit this task

force in the future.

(continued on page &)
See Each Task Force at a Glance In-
side!
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DATA TASK FORCE

Purpase
Examine available data, determine where gaps exist,

seek that data and use in a meaningful way

Accomplishments of the past year

Pulled together local experts from Celebrate
Billings 2000, MSU-Billings, and Rocky Moun-
tain College to review data

Identified data gaps

Updated BHCC website Comumunity Indicator
data

Key plans for the coming year

Use the data to identify issues to work on

How BHCC conld benefit this Task Foree in the fu-
tire
At some future date — Reappaoint a Data Task
Farce to review data sources, add new indicators
as needed, and make recommendations for im-
provements to data gathering and public reporting

POLICIES TASK FORCE

Mission
To alter environmental cues and social norms regarding
ATOD use in our community by examining, redefining
and supporting changes in community and organizational
policies,

Accomplishmenis of the past vear

Hotel Association Teen Alcohol Policy
Parks and Recreation Signs and Use Policy
School tobacco use policy

Clean Air Ordinance (Separate task force under
BHCC, David Tompkins as the Chair?)

Key plans for the coming yvear

Support School district policy adoptions

Continue to support change for underage tobacco
use policy (automatic referral to TEG groups)

Get Sport and recreation leagues to adopt ATOD
policies

How BHCC could benefit this Task Force in the fu-
ture
Organizational support, lobbying, volunteers, com-
munication, new opportunities

Planning Retreat (Continued from page 1)

The second part of the retreat was spent in
small groups. The groups were assigned the
task to identify 3 to 4 priority areas for BHCC for
the next year. The top three were derived from
the "dot” process. Those chosen included:

1) Strengthening task forces 2) Sustaining
BHCC 3) Developing a forum for informa-
tion sharing, networking through collabora-
tion, economics, and education. The groups
then were each assigned a topic to discuss and
develop recommendations that would be given
to the larger group. The topics included: Role
of the BHCC, Membership and Communica-
tion, Supporting the work of BHCC & BHCC
Members, the Executive Committee and
Task Forces, and Sustainability. The recom-
mendations of each group will be printed in the
next issue of the newsletter! Stay tuned....

DRUG PREVENTION PLANNING
COMMITTEE

Purpose
Provides the forum to strategic plan ATOD preven-

tion efforts

Accomplishmenits of the past yvear

Conducted the “State of Billings Drug Prevention
Meeting” where task forces reported their progress
over the past year.

Key plans for the coming vear

Increase communication among task
forces

Help expand the participation in task force
activities

Provide central direction for drug preven-
tion efforts based on best practice models
Reestablish the DPPC steering commiltee
to review their strategic plan and discuss
ways to continue community mobilization

How BHCC could benefit this Task Force in the
frutnre

» Continue to support drug prevention efforts
in the community by making it a regular
topic discussion in BHCC meetings, re-
treats and newsletters
Provide the mechanism through which the
DPPC connects with greater community
efforts to impact health




Purpose

munity

MEDIA TASK FORCE

To focus public attention on the is-
sues surrounding drug use, abuse,
and prevention efforts in our com-

Accomplishments of the past year

MONTANANS UNITED, SAVING LIVES
(MUSL)
(Formerly — Government Affairs Task Force)

Mission
To educate public officials concerning the negative economic and so-
cial impacts of the decline in consequences for drug and alcohol re-

lated to ATQOD use

of events such as Kick

ing

events, eic

hotel/motel signage

campaign targeted at

in April

» Created a master calendar
of media opportunities re-

= Facilitated media coverage
Butts Day, Alcohol Screen-

Day, Drunk and Drugged
Driving Month, Project Help

« Coordinated television and
newspaper interviews about

and other special events
s Orchestrated a Public Ser-
vice Announcement radio

underage drinking during
Alcohaol Awareness Month

Key plans for the coming year

lated offenses and the growing importance of proactive and scientifi-
cally based prevention efforts.

Accamplishments of the past year

Identified areas to address at the January 2003 Legislative Session
Rallied support from legislators and lobbyists
Established support of Montana County Attorneys Association

Key plans for the coming year

Establish statewide involvement
Prepare specific legislation for January 2003 Legislative Session

How BHCC could benefit MUSL in the future
Continue to encourage participation — “Get Onboard!”
Serve as a conduit for information

WEB SITE TASK FORCE

Purpose
To design, implement and maintain a web site for city-wide use, which
increases awareness of BHCC activities, provides a way for the public

ings Gazette

erage of issues

programs and media

« Guest editorials in the Bill-
« (Gazette Opinion Page cov-
= NMNetworking, strengthening

ties and relationships with

How BHCC could benefit this

Task Force in the fitture

ATOD prevention

clude in the calendar
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Farticipation from groups ar in-
dividuals who want to promote

Infarmation about events o in-

to “Get Connected" to task force efforts, lists community resources,
provides community indicator data, and much more.

Acecomplishments of the past vear

An attractive, user-friendly BHCC web site containing extensive
information
www healthybillings. org

Key plans for the coming year

Continue to improve and update the web site particularly:
Community Indicator data/graphs and Community Resources
Promote the use of the web site to the public

How BHCC could benefit this Task Force in the future
Assistance with web site maintenance
Financial support for staffivolunteers to keep site up-to-date

Thank you Yellowstone City-County Health Department
for providing the funding for the design, writing and
production of this newsletter this year!






