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made, as a result of the findings?
Outcomes are measured qualitatively, through student surveys and focus groups, 

and quantitatively, through scores on pre- and post-tests for students entering 
specific disciplines.  In many cases, pre-testing occurs in the Advising Center or 
under the aegis of Student Affairs.  Often those tests are institutionally modified to 
yield demographic and student support needs data. 

In some cases (including, for example, foreign languages and chemistry) 
nationally-normed pre- and post-tests are used.  In others, performance measures 
such as final performances, capstone courses, theses, or portfolios are employed.

In addition to the array of discipline/program outcomes measured quantitatively 
through scores, CAS has assessed the General Education program extensively.  
Following the last accreditation visit by NWCCU, a General Education Task Force 
was established composed of faculty representation from each of the five Colleges 
and led by the CAS Dean.  The deliberations of the General Education Assessment 
Committee resulted in the change of the General Education Program to the 
Academic Foundations Program currently in use.  A summary of activities related to 

Activity Status Outcome 
0.5 FTE  Director of General 
Education Assessment 
appointed  

Done  Fall 
2000  

Coordination of assessment e�orts; 
policy recommendations made based 
on �ndings  

General Education 
“Assessment Day” 
celebrated  

Done  Spring 
2001  

Increased awareness of general 
education assessment

 

Development  of random 
surveys  

Done  
2000 -
2001  

 Data collected on faculty and student 
perceptions of the General Education 
program   

Ad hoc General Education 
Assessment Committee 
formed  

Done  
2001 -
2004 

Review, Discussions and assessment 
of data  

Academic Foundations 
Committee  Done  2004 -

present  

Academic Senate Standing 
Committee, oversight of Academic 
Foundations Program  

Revisions of the General 
Education Program  Done  2001 -

2007  

The General Education Program 
retitled to Academic Foundations 
Program  

Implementation of 
Academic Foundations 
Program  

Done  
Fall 
2007  

A program with a matrix of 
assessable student learning goals 
centered in three broad areas  

Assessment Workshops  Done  
2000 -
present  

Course revisions, assessment 
strategies developed, models 
examined, embedded assessment 
adopted  

Assessment of previous  
General Education Program  

Done  
2004 -
2008  

Data on program e�ectiveness   

As sessment of current 
Academic Foundations 
Program  

started  Fall 
2007  

Data collected and analyzed for fall 
2007, spring 2008  

Date

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES THAT LED TO CURRENT 
ACADEMIC FOUNDATIONS PROGRAM
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