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In FY 1991-1992, state appropriations comprised 74% of current unrestricted 
operating funds.

In FY 2006-2007, state appropriations 
comprised 38% of current unrestricted 
operating funds.

State funding per resident student 
FTE has declined from $4,578 in FY 
1991-1992 to $4,487 in FY 2006-2007.

In order to improve student services 
and fund program initiatives, the MUS 
units have increased student tuition as 
state general fund appropriations have 
proportionately decreased while the actual 
dollar amounts have increased.  The BOR 
has capped student tuition increases to 
stem the tide of ever-increasing student 
costs and individual student debt.

In this context, however, MSU 
Billings strives to allocate resources in 
the best interest of students.  Planning, 
setting campus priorities, and program/
unit evaluations guide decisions regarding 
internal allocations and proposals for new/
increased student fees.  The University 
goals include maintaining strong programs, 
deleting obsolete programs, initiating in-
demand programs and ever improving 
student services.

Evidence:   6.9 Academic Senate 
minutes, Staff Senate minutes, ASMSU Billings minutes.

The purpose of instituting Continuous Quality Improvement throughout 
the University was integration of evaluation and planning for institutional 
improvement.

Critical to institutional improvement are the financial resources to support 
necessary improvements.  Internal budget allocations are ultimately decided by the 
Executive Budget Group made up of the Chancellor, three Vice Chancellors, Chair 
of Senate, Chief Information Officer, Budget Director and Director of Financial 
Services.  Their deliberations are based upon recommendations from the leadership 
group of each Vice Chancellor and recommendations from the Academic Senate 
Budget Committee, reinstated in spring 2008.  These leadership groups, in turn, 
base their recommendations on information from their various constituencies.  For 
example, in Academic Affairs, department chairs having discussed budget issues with 
their faculty carry recommendations to their deans who carry the recommendations 
forward to the Provost Council.  The Provost/Academic Vice Chancellor then 
has recommendations to carry forward to the Executive Budget Committee.  The 
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In fiscal year 2006-2007, the •	
state of Montana appropri-
ated approximately $126 
million to the MUS Educa-
tion Units.
Since FY 1991-1992, state •	
appropriations for educa-
tion units increased by 
9.3%.
In FY 1991-1992, state •	
appropriations comprised 
74% of current unrestricted 
operating funds.
In FY 2006-2007, state •	
appropriations comprised 
38% of current unrestricted 
operating funds.
State funding per resident •	
student FTE has declined 
from $4,578 in FY 1991-1992 
to $4,487 in FY 2006-2007. 
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STATE APPROPRIATIONS AS 
A PERCENTAGE OF MSU BILLINGS
UNRESTRICTED OPERATING FUNDS
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CHART 1.2




