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Whether or not you are providing a graduate school form or asking for an
original lctter to be mailed, be sure to provide an envelope and postage if the
reccommender must mail the form or letter directly to the graduate school.

Each recommendation you request should provide a different picee of in-
formation about you for the selection committee. Te might be pleasant for
letters of recommendation to say that you are a fine, upstanding individual,
but a sclection committee for graduate school will require specific informa-
tion. Each recommender has had a unique relationship with you, and their
letters should reflect that. Think of cach letter as helping to build a more com-
plete portrait of vou as a potential graduate student.

Write Your Application Statement

Many graduate applications require a personal statement. For
a communications major, this should be an exciting and chal-
lenging assignment and one you should be able to complete

uccessfully. Certainly, any required essays on a graduate appli-

cation for communications will weigh heavily in the decision

process of the graduate school admissions committee.

An excellent source to help in thinking about writing this essay is HHow to Write
a Winning Personal Statement for Graduate and Professional School by Richard
I. Stelzer, Te has been writien from the perspective of what graduate school
selection commuttees are fooking for when they read these essavs. Tt provides
helptul tips to keep vour essay targeted on the kinds ofissues and criteria thay
are important to sclection committees and that provide them with the kind

of information they can best urilize in making their decision.

Follow Up on Your Applications

Atter you have finished cach application and mailed it along with your transcript
requests and letters of reccommendation, be sure to follow up on the progress of
vour file. For example, call the graduate school administrative s aft to sce whether
vour ranscripts have arrived. I the school required your recommenders to fill out
a specific recommendation form thathad to be mailed directly to the school, you
will want to ensure that they have all arrived in good time for the processing of
your application. 1t is your responsibility to make certain that all required infor-

mation is received by the institution.

RESEARCHING fINANCIAL AID SOURCES,
SCHOLARSHIPS, AND £ ELLOWSHIPS

Financial aid information is available from cach school, so be sure 1o request itwhen
you call fora catalog and application materials. There will be several lengehy forms
to complete, and these will vary by school, type of school (public versus private),
and state. Be sure to note the deadline dates for these important forms.

There are many excellent resources available to help you explore all of your
financial aid options. Visit your college career office or local public library to
find out about the range of materials available. Two excellent resources include
Peterson's Grants for Graduate Students and the Foundation Center's founda-
tion Grants to Individuals. These types of resources generally contain informa-
tion that can be accessed by indexes including field of study. specific cligibility
requirements, administering agency, and geographic focus.

EVALUATING ACCEPTANCES

I you apply to and are accepted at more than one school, it is time to return
to vour initial research and self-assessment to evaluate your options and select
the program that will best help you achieve the goals you set for pursuing
graduate study. You'll want to choose a program that will allow you to com-
plete your studics in a timely and cost-effective way. This may be a good time
to get additional feedback from professors and career professionals who are
tamiliar with your interests and plans. Ultimately, the decision is yours, so be

sure you get answers to all the questions you can think of.

SOME AJOTES ABOUT R EJECTION

Liach graduate school is scarching for applicants who appear to have the qual-
ifications necessary to succeed in its program. Applications are evaluated on a
combination of undergraduate grade point average, strength of letters of ree-
ommendation, standardized test scores, and personal statements written for
the application.

A carclessly completed application is one reason many applicants are de-
nied admission o a graduace program. To avoid this type of needless rejec-

tion, be sure to carefully and completely answer all appropriate questions on



—

the application form, focus your personal statement given the instructions
provided, and submit your materials well in advance of the deadline. Remem-
ber that your test scores and recommendadons are considered a parc of your
application, so they must also be received by the deadline.

If you are rejected by a school that especially interests you, you may want
to contact the dean of graduate studies to discuss the strengths and weakness-
os of your application. Information provided by the dean will be useful in
reapplying to the program or applying ro other, similar programs.
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