Writing Scoring Guide
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	Responsiveness to the Assignment

Papers should accomplish the purpose of the assignment directly and completely.  Responses should no be broad exposition on the general subject matter.
	Purpose of assignment directly and complete accomplished in an exceptional manner
	Purpose of assignment accomplished in a capable manner
	Purpose of assignment accomplished in a minimally acceptable manner
	Purpose of the assignment accomplished only partially or indirectly
	Does not respond to the assignment

	Appropriateness for the Audience
Writing appropriate for the reader takes into account the reader’s background, knowledge of the subject, interests, etc.  The writer’s point of view, tone and attitude toward the content should be appropriate.
	Exceptionally effective:  point of view, tone, attitude toward content, and appropriateness for audience
	Effective point of view, tone, attitude toward content, and appropriateness for audience’s background/interests
	Relates indirectly to audience without being offensive or inappropriate
	Somewhat inappropriate point of view, tone, attitude toward content, or appropriateness for reader’s background/interests
	Offensive or clearly inappropriate for the audience

	Coherent Organization
Papers should be organized so ideas are arranged logically and clearly.  Transitions should make the flow of thought easy to follow.  Each paragraph should be limited to the development of one main idea.
	Exceptionally clear transitions and logical progression of ideas:  major points and conclusions exceptionally accessible
	Clear transitions and logical progression of ideas:  major points and conclusions clear
	Major points or conclusions not completely lear; no more than tow paragraphs contain irrelevancies
	Many ineffective transitions and overall plan has a number or irrelevancies; major points and conclusions somewhat muddled
	Lacks coherent overall organization, unclear major points and conclusions, many paragraphs contain irrelevancies

	Supporting Material
The main points of the paper should be supported by substantial and relevant details.  Details should be appropriate to the thesis of the paper and to the main point of the paragraph
	Exceptional supporting material:  all major topics thoroughly supported by many specific, relevant details
	Effective supporting material;  all major topics supported by relevant, specific details
	Acceptable supporting material, but some lack of specificity or relevance or some redundancy
	Details limited in number or lacking specificity or relevance
	Little or no supporting detail or many irrelevant details

	Clarity and Conciseness

Clear papers use precise words and well-constructed sentences which prevent uncertainty about the writer’s reasoning.  Concise papers use the fewest words possible while adequately covering important points.
	Superior use of clear, efficient sentences with specific, appropriate vocabulary
	Clear efficient sentences with specific and appropriate vocabulary
	Generally clear and somewhat efficient sentences, and generally specific and appropriate vocabulary
	Many sentences unclear or wordy or awkward, or vocabulary somewhat imprecise or inappropriate
	Generally unclear or wordy sentences, or generally vague or inappropriate vocabulary

	Correct Us of Mechanics

Standard English is characterized by correct adherence to conventions of grammar, capitalization, spelling, and usage
	No major errors and no more than one minor error
	One major error and upt to two minor errors
	Two major errors and up to three minor errors
	More than two major errors and three minor errors but generally no affecting the clarity of the paper
	More than two major errors and three minor errors, causing confusion or distraction to the reader, making the paper difficult to read

	Citations and Documentations
Every time writers us material that is not their own, or that is not common knowledge, they must document the source of the information using a standardized method.  Writers must clearly differentiate their own material from the source material
	Correctly and clearly incorporates source material into the paper; documents sources accurately and correctly
	No more that two clarity problems incorporating source material or in documenting sources accurately and correctly
	No more than four clarity problems incorporating source material or I documenting sources accurately and correctly
	No more than six problems with clarity in incorporating source material or in documenting accurately and correctly
	Frequently incorporates source material unclearly or frequently documents inaccurately or incorrectly


