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PUBLIC INFLUENCEPRIVATE 


COMT 530


COMMUNICATION AND THEATRE DEPARTMENT


MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY-BILLINGS

INSTRUCTOR
Dr. Daniel D. Gross

Office:  LA 621 

Telephone:  Office: 657-2178 or 1745

Email:  dgross@msubillings.edu 

Office Hours:  Check office door

COURSE OBJECTIVES
This is a graduate level course designed to give students a comprehensive understanding of the leading rhetorical/communication theories.  The student will become familiar with the language and conceptual framework of these theories.  In addition each student will master one theory/theorist and present the essential tenets of that theory/theorist.  In doing so, the outcomes for this course are met in that student will demonstrate both orally and in written form the ability to articulate complex conceptual frameworks and intellectually critique those theoretical frameworks.  

TEXTS
There no required text for the course, though extensive reading material will be provided.  However, if I where taking the course, I would want to have the Foss text, listed below, on my desk.

Nonetheless, the following texts are recommended as helpful resources: 
1. Herrick, J. A. (1997).  The History and Theory of Rhetoric:  An Introduction.  Scottsdale, AZ:  Gorsuch Scarisbrick.

2. Kennedy, G. A. (1985).  Classical Rhetoric and Its Christian and Secular Tradition from Ancient to Modern Times.  Chapel Hill, NC:  University of North Carolina Press.
3. Foss, S. K. (1989)  Rhetorical Criticism:  Exploration & Practice.  Prospect Heights, IL:  Waveland.

4. Weaver, R. M., (1985).  The Ethics of Rhetoric.  Davis, CA:  Hermagoras.

My webpage contains links to other reading materials.  Keep checking it at http://www.msubillings.edu/commtheatre/ddg.  

Required Activities and Grading
1. One major research paper focusing on a theory/theorist of choice.  This paper should be at least twelve pages and contain material that extents our understanding of the particular subject (60% each).

2. In class presentation of one theory/theorist (20%).
3. Attendance and class participation--which means competent in class engagement with the instructor and other students regarding the reading and topics for the week (20%).
POLICIES
1. I would appreciate your efforts to use sex-neutral language in your speaking and writing.  Since the language we speak and write leads us to perceive in certain ways, sex-neutral        language will help all of us perceive women and men on equal terms, participating equally in the world.  For example, use "he or she" instead of "he" when the person to whom you are      referring could be of either sex.  Similarly, use "people" or instead of "man" or "mankind."  

2. If you miss more then three weeks of class, please drop the class.

COURSE SCHEDULE (weekly)
Week 1
Greetings

                 
Introduction

                 
Topic:  What is public influence?

Discussion:  Background, interest etc

Week 2
Background and the Rhetorical Tradition




Sophists and The Classics etc

Presenter:  Dan Gross


Reading:  Herrick, Foss, Peters, Rushing

Topic for Discussion:  Now, what is public influence?
Week 3
Background etc . . . continued

Week 4
Theory/Theorist:  Kenneth Burke

Presenter:  Dan Gross


Reading:  Foss, Burke


General Topic for Discussion:  Is identification all there is to public influence?
Week 5
Theory/Theorist:  Chaim Perelman and Lucie Olbrechts-Tyteca

Presenter:


Reading:  Foss

General Topic for Discussion:  Is Perelman/Olbrechts-Tyteca doable?

Week 6
Perelman . . . continued

Week 7
Theory/Theorist:  Stephen Toulmin


Presenter:


Reading:  Foss
General Topic for Discussion:  Does Toulmin lead to more or less understanding?
Week 8       
Toulmin . . . continued
Week 9
Theory/Theorist:  Weaver


Presenter:


Reading:  Foss, Weaver


General Topic for Discussion:  Is Weaver passé?
Week 10
Weaver . . . continued
Week 11
Theory/Theorist:  Jean Baudrillard


Presenter:


Reading:  Foss

General Topic for Discussion:  Is there anything really new here?
Week 12
Baudrillard . . . continued

Week 13
Theory/Theorist:  Foss, Griffin, Bell


Presenter:


Reading:  Foss, Bell


General Topic for Discussion:  Is feminism really worthwhile?  For whom?
Week 14
Foss etc . . . continued 

Papers Due



