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“God is love. Those who abide in love abide in God and God abides in them.”
-1 John 4:16

As a minister | have the honor to be present at the most sacred moments in people’s lives.

in addition to Sunday worship, | preside at

weddings, funerals, baptisms and other special "" ' % vl | R
occasions that mark transitions. 612004  Gu : ~‘ Nommen<Barc i' &M
Some of these transitions are sad, others joyful,  g/gm4 tional Pas ottscele. Sedk
but all are sacred. All of these moments are Cityr&m Hole, %Iﬂ. !
holy, hallowed and touched by grace. 9/804 Women - Sedona, Mystic

That is my job, really. | am there to announce,
through ritual and prayer, the presence of God.
Through my role as minister, | simply state on
behalf of the community what already is:

This moment is holy.

This life is sacred.

This relationship is blessed.

Some have referred to worship as “holy play" in which we enact through ritual, song, prayer,
and emotion what God has done. In so doing, we recognize the sacredness of our lives.

In 1863, Abraham Lincoln said at the consecration of the Gettysburg cemetery:

"But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this grot
brave men, living and dead who struggled here have hallowed it far above our poor power to
detract.”

This summer, in addition to all the myriad ways | am called to declare the experience of hum:-
and sacred, | have the honor to preside at a commitment ceremony for two members of my
congregation.

They have never had their relationship publicly acknowiedged. | am blessed and humbled to
the joyful task of declaring what love has hallowed between these two men. This summer the
their 15th anniversary.

| am proud of this couple.
Their relationship is indeed sacred and a light to the world.

In the midst of a summer in which attempts are made to harden state constitutions and even
constitution in regards to what is "sacred and holy," | think it is important to share what my co
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is doing.

We went through a process of discernment. Not all agreed with the decision. We do not all a¢
what this decision means.

But, after dialogue, education, prayer and hearing the witness of this couple, the heart of the
congregation said, "Yes. We are to be a place of blessing."

Mel White, author of "Stranger at the Gate," wrote: "Like our heterosexual friends and neighb
gay people have the God-given right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, the right to |
lives, to develop long-term loving relationships, and to have those relationships honored and
officially by our community.”

This is what the church is about.

We are to be a blessing.

We are to declare as sacred and holy what God has already blessed.

| am proud to serve a congregation that knows this.

The Rev. John Shuck is pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Billings.

The Faith & Values column appears regularly ih the Saturday Life section of The Billings Gaz

Pastors, ethicists, educators or other experts who would like to write a column about faith, eti
values for the section, should contact: Susan Olp; Billings Gazette; 401 N. Broadway; Billings
59101.

Or call her at 657-1281; fax to her attention at 657-1208; or e-mail to solp@billingsgazette..
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