Hope springs eternal!

Beginning in July 2007, the NCA Institute for Faculty Development (a.k.a. “The Hope Conference”) moves East and South

Dates: Arrival on Sunday, July 22; Departure on Saturday morning, July 28

Location: Randolph-Macon College, Ashland, VA

Seminars:
The Rhetoric of Public Places


Carole Blair, University of North Carolina—Chapel Hill



Interpersonal Communication



Brant Burleson, Purdue University



Political Communication



Diana B. Carlin, University of Kansas



What’s New in Teaching Public Communication 



Isa Engleberg, Prince George’s Community College



Intercultural Communication



Alberto Gonzales, Bowling Green State University



Media Criticism



Sarah Stein, North Carolina State University

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

Since its inception at Hope College more than 20 years ago, the institute has been focused on the needs of faculty who primarily teach undergraduates. The goal has been to keep faculty up-to-date in areas they teach as well as help faculty design and then teach new courses. As a bonus, Hope seminars have helped attendees push along scholarly projects. Faculty at small schools have found at Hope a valued extended department, but the Hope conference has never been just for faculty at small schools.

TRANSPORTATION

Randolph-Macon College is conveniently located in central Virginia, 15 miles North of Richmond and 90 miles South of Washington, DC.

R-MC is easy to get to. Ashland is on the I-95 corridor, as well as the main North-South AMTRAK line. By car, colleges and universities in 7 states and the District of Columbia are four hours or less away. Six daily trains stop in Ashland, and 8 more stop in Richmond. Six major carriers as well as two discount ones serve Richmond International Airport, which is only 25 minutes from campus. And we will be providing transportation to campus from the airport, as well as from the Ashland or Richmond (Staples Mill Rd.) AMTRAK stations.

SIGHTSEEING OPPORTUNITIES

R-MC is near other attractions. Washington, DC is 90 miles North; Williamsburg is 70 miles to the East, and Charlottesville 70 miles to the West. Beaches and mountains arew just a bit farther. And Richmond has attractions too: the James River waterfront (with whitewater rafting past the downtown skyline); the shops and cafes and taverns of Shockoe Slip and Carytown; the White House of the Confederacy; the newly-restored state capitol; and world-class museums.

LODGING, FOOD & COST

Lodging will be in newly-renovated, one-story college dormitories. Most will be in single rooms sharing a bathroom with a neighbor. (We will offer a slightly reduced rate for those interested in single rooms in a wing with hall bathrooms.) The dormitories have common areas, and we will have our own courtyard for soaking in the Virginia sun. And, yes, all facilities are air-conditioned.

Meals will be provided—most in the college’s dining hall but some a bit more special or fun.

The cost? It is our goal to keep the cost the same as it’s been at Luther College, and we see no reason why we can’t reach that goal. We’re hoping to be able to offer both an early-bird discount and a “team” (i.e. more than one from a school) discount.

For further information, contact

Ted Sheckels

Randolph-Macon College

tsheckel@rmc.edu
Joan Conners

Randolph-Macon College

jconners@rmc.edu
