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New—Repubtie, May 30, 1970, p. 21

Two Poems of Abandonment

(to Libbie, who cleared out)

[-Genius Loci

Until you died, my Love,

somehow [ had belief in fear of ghosts.

But now, in this lonely place

that is so full of you

whereby I am not in my essence over-
lonesome,

what lovelier

than if your spirit,

the genius of this house,

did materialize right here before me?

Dear Love,
always | tried to earn you,
but now you are the absolutely given

while I each night
lie conscious

of my loss

II-Postlude

When something goes, some other
takes its place.

Maybe a thistle where had been a rose;

or where lace was, next time a church-
man’s missal.

Erase, efface (Life says) when some-
thing goes.

Her death leaves such a tangled after-
growth,

by Cod I fear [ have outlived us both.

Kennern Burke
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research on, critical analysis of, and preservation of the works of
and about Kenneth Burke. Neabership in the Kenneth Burke Society is
open to all interested in promoting the objectlives of the Soclety.
Persons wishing to become a aenber should send thelr naases,
preferred mailing address, and a $5.00 check payable te the Kenneth
Burke Society to:

The Kenneth Burke Society

c/0 Professor Don Burks

Departaent of Communlication

Purdue University

West Lafayette, Indlana 47907
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