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Comparing Plato’s Gorgias and Phaedrus
	

	The Gorgias
	The Phaedrus

	Location
	House in Polis (the city)
	The great outdoors (perhaps MT)

	Participants
	Four:  

-Gorgias—Sophist

-Socrates/Plato—Idealist?
-Polus—“colt” (weapon)

-Callicles—yuppie?  
	Two:

-Socrates/Plato—as an old man

-Phaedrus—a young man

	Time
	385BC-a young Plato

Time of War—like Vietnam
	365BC—an old Plato

Time of Peace

	Form of Communication
	-rhetoric 

-common definitions
-win/lose

                 
	-dialectic
-questions/answers

-win/win—friends sharing


LESSON FROM PLATO'S RHETORIC

-idealism can be internalized through dialogue with a friend

-rhetoric occurs everywhere even private chambers

-dramatic form:  questions, definitions, conscience outside relationships, to achieve truth agreement   most be achieved

-rhetoric a vehicle to ideal state

-audience: the gods (God)

-hermeneutics (interpretation):  in context, circumstances, time, culture, relationships

-must know the soul of every audience (impractical)

