ART 131

GLOBAL VISUAL CULTURE

Fall Semester 2008


Instructor:  Dr. Patricia Vettel-Becker

TR 10:30-12:00



Office:  LA 120

LA 315
Office Hours: MW 1:00-2:00, TR 9:15-10:15,  



or by appointment 







Telephone:  657-2980







E-mail:  pvbecker@msubillings.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  (Lec) 3 credits.  Examines visual culture, which includes painting, sculpture, photography, the Internet, performance, cinema, advertising, and television, as the primary means of communicating with each other and of understanding our postmodern world.  Explores the effects of global visual culture on specific cultures and societies.  Special emphasis on the importance of race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, and the body in visual culture.  

OBJECTIVE:  Students will develop a common vocabulary of visual and design concepts.  They will have a basic understanding of the various visual media from a cross-cultural and historical perspective.  Visual literacy will be developed through the exploration of various theories on visuality, virtuality, and interpretation.        

METHOD OF PRESENTATION:  The course content is presented through lectures, discussions, films, videos, slides, CD-Roms, Laser Discs, and Internet material.

OUTCOMES:  The course involves the development of Critical Thinking Skills, Problem Solving Skills, Imaginative Thinking Skills, Normative Thinking Skills, and Reflexive Awareness under the Thinking Skills Category.  Under the Communications Skills Category, the Expressive and Receptive Skills of Listening, Speaking, Writing, Reading, and Observing will dominate, with Cooperative Skills in a subordinate position.  Under the Knowledge/Content Category, Historical and Multicultural Awareness will dominate.  Under the Arts and Humanities Appreciation Category, Fine Arts Appreciation and Expression will dominate.      

ASSESSMENT:  The success of these goals will be assessed through exams and writing assignments, which are designed to evaluate students’ ability to integrate and analyze the content of the course.  Writing assignments will be graded on writing proficiency as well as content.  Students will also be graded on class participation and attendance.

NASAD ACCREDITATION:  The Art Department is accredited by the National Association of Schools of Art and Design.

If you have a disability, whether psychological, physical or learning, and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please make an appointment with me during my office hours.  Validation from Disability Support Services (DSS) authorizing your accommodations will be needed.  The DSS office is located in the Academic Support Center, Main Campus, 657-2283 (Voice/TTY/VP); COT, 247-3029 (Voice/TTY/VP).
STUDENT PROPERTY: All student property must be removed by the student within one week of the end of the semester.  Any student property left in the classroom or department and not removed will be disposed of by faculty or staff.  The department does not assume responsibility for personal property left at any time.
TEXTBOOK:  Sturken, Marita, and Lisa Cartwright. Practices of Looking: An 


Introduction to Visual Culture. New York: Oxford University Press, 2001.

REQUIREMENTS:

1.  Attend class lectures and participate in class discussions and activities.
2.  Complete assigned readings.

3.  Complete two writing assignments (detailed descriptions of the assignments will be handed out in class).

4.  Complete three exams.

GRADING:  Your final grade will be determined as follows:

1.  Assignment #1
     


15%   

2.  Assignment #2



20%

3.  Exams





45%   (15% each)

3.  Attendance and Participation

10%
GRADING SCALE:

A    
94-100

C
74-77

A-   
90-93

C-
70-73


B+  
88-89

D+
68-69


B    
84-87

D
64-67


B-
80-83

D-
60-63


C+
78-79

F
59 & below

Late assignments will be accepted only with a documented excuse.  Make-up exams will be given only in the case of a documented emergency.  

“INCOMPLETE” POLICY:  Incompletes will be granted only with proof of extreme personal hardship as described in the General Bulletin.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS:

Defining Visual Culture

September 4


Visuality

September 9, 11
Reading: “Practices of Looking: Images, Power, and Politics,” 10-44 

Visual Consumption

September 16, 18
Reading:  “Viewers Make Meaning,” 45-71



Screening: The X-Files, Jose Chung’s “From Outer Space,” 1996
The Politics of the Gaze

September 23, 25, 30 

Reading:  “Spectatorship, Power, and Knowledge,” 72-108



Screening: Michael Powell, Peeping Tom, 1960

October 2     Exam #1

Reality, Authenticity, and the Virtual

October 7, 9
Reading:  “Reproduction and Visual Technologies,” 109-150



Screening:  Masters of Illusion, 1991
The Visual Construction of Collective “Reality” 

October 14, 16
Reading:  “The Mass Media and the Public Sphere,” 151-188



Screening:  Leni Riefenstahl, Triumph of the Will, 1935 (clips)
Visual Seduction
October 21, 23
Reading:  “Consumer Culture and the Manufacturing of Desire,” 189-236  

October 23
Assignment #1 due

Modernism and Postmodernism, the Elite and the Popular

October 28, 30, November 6 

Reading:  “Postmodernism and Popular Culture,” 237-278



Screening:  Mamoru Oshii, Ghost in the Shell, 1996




Quentin Tarantino, Pulp Fiction, 1994 (clips) 

November 4
ELECTION DAY—NO CLASS

November 11
VETERANS’ DAY—NO CLASS
November 13
Exam #2

Science and Visual Authority

November 18
Reading:  “Scientific Looking, Looking at Science,” 279-314

Globalization

November 20
Reading:  “The Global Flow of Visual Culture,” 315-348


November 25 


Screening:  Vincent Carelli, Espirito da TV, 1990





The Art of the Dogon, 1988
November 26-30

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY—NO CLASSES

December 2, 4

Screening: Guillermo Gomez-Pena and Roberto Sifuentes, The Temple of 



Confessions, 1994




Shirin Neshat, Expressing the Inexpressible, 2004

December 4
Assignment #2 due

Tuesday, December 9

2:00-3:50 p.m.

Exam #3  

