
Interrogation and Confession
Laws, techniques, and problems

Miranda Warnings

• You have the right to remain silent. Anything you say can and will be 
used against you in a court of law.

• You have the right to an attorney, and to have an attorney present 
during questioning. If you cannot afford an attorney, one will be 
appointed for you.

• Do you understand these rights? Do you wish to waive these rights 
and speak with me?

Ernesto Miranda
Fifth Amendment 

to the US Constitution

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous 
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in 
cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual 
service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject 
for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor 
shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, 
nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; 
nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just 
compensation. 



Sixth Amendment
to the US Constitution

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a 
speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district 
wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have 
been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature 
and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses 
against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his 
favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defense. 

• The police get a phone call from a man who admits to committing a 
crime. They go to pick him up but by the time they arrest him, he 
changes his mind about confessing. He was not Mirandized.

• Admissible.

Confession admissible? 1

• The police are investigating a crime, and questioning neighbors of the 
victim. A neighbor acts suspiciously, the police ask if he knows anything 
about the crime, and he confesses. He was not Mirandized.

• Admissible.

Confession admissible? 1I

• A suspect is arrested and taken for booking. In the police car, despite 
not being questioned, he spontaneously confesses. He was not 
Mirandized.

• Admissible.

Confession admissible? III



• Two conditions before Miranda applies:

• Custody and Interrogation

• A woman tells the police that a man with a gun has attacked her. The 
police catch him, handcuff him, and ask “where’s the gun?” He was not 
Mirandized.

• Admissible. Public safety exception.

Confession Admissible? IV

Confession Admissible? V

• A suspect is taken into custody and interrogated, but not Mirandized. 
At trial, he takes the witness stand and claims not to have committed 
the crime. 

• Admissible, to impeach the witness.

Robert Williams

• The “Christian burial speech”

• The inevitable discovery exception



I want to give you something to think about while traveling down the road…. 

Number one, I want you to observe the weather conditions. It’s raining, it’s 

sleeting, it’s freezing, driving is very treacherous, visibility is poor, it’s going to be 

dark early this evening. They are predicting several inches of snow for tonight, 

and I feel that you yourself are the only person that knows where this little girl’s 

body is, that you yourself have only been there once, and if you get snow on top 

of it you yourself may be unable to find it. And, since we will be going right past 

the area on the way into Des Moines, I feel that we could stop and locate the 

body, that the parents of this little girl should be entitled to a Christian burial for 

the little girl who was snatched away from them on Christmas Eve and 

murdered. And I feel we should stop and locate it on the way in, rather than 

waiting until morning and trying to come back out after a snow storm and 

possibly not being able to find it at all. I do not want you to answer me. I don’t 

want to discuss it any further. Just think about it as we’re riding down the road.

Robert Williams

• The “Christian burial speech”

• The inevitable discovery exception

• How many suspects waive Miranda rights?

• Approx. 80%

• Who asserts their rights?

• More knowledgeable suspects

• How many suspects confess?

• Approx. 40%

Reid’s Interrogation Method

1. Positive confrontation

2. Theme development

3. Handling denials

4. Overcoming objections

5. Retaining subject’s attention

6. Handling subject’s mood

7. Creating an opportunity to confess

8. Oral confession

9. Written confession



Other Techniques
• Good cop/bad cop

• File gimmick

• Heaven and hell

• Behavioral symptoms

• Baiting questions

• Excuses

• Help us

Kassin

• Minimization-maximization

Legal methods
Lesson: Police can lie!

Illegal methods
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False Confessions

• Fundamental Attribution Error

• Videotaped confessions

• Camera perspective bias (Lassiter)

Suspect Focus Interrogator Focus



Both focus

Barry Beach

The West Memphis Three Case

The Victims

• Christopher Byers

• James Moore

• Steven Branch



• Damien Echols

• Jessie Misskelley

• Jason Baldwin

The Suspects

• Kevin Richardson, 14

• Raymond Santana, 14

• Yusef Salaam, 15

• Antron McCray, 15

• Kharey Wise, 16

The Central Park Jogger Case



Khalid Sheikh Mohammed Types of False Confessions

1. Voluntary

2. Coerced-compliant

• Pragmatic implication

3. Coerced-internalized

Tom Sawyer

Paul Ingram



Interrogator: Paul, I’ve talked to both Ericka and Julie, and they told me about specific 
incidences which involve inappropriate sexual contact by you with each of them. Can you 
tell me how you remember touching them?

Ingram: Well, it’s, it’s been hard for me to, uhm, acknowledge this, but I, I really believe that 
the, the allegations did occur and that I did violate them and abuse them and probably for a 
long period of time. I’ve repressed it, uh, probably very successfully from myself and, and 
now I’m trying to bring it all out. Uh, I, I know from what they’re saying that the, the 
incidences had to occur, that I had to have done those things.

Interrogator: And why do you say you had to have done those things?

Ingram: Well, number one, my girls know me. Uh, they wouldn’t lie about something like 
this. And, uh, there’s other evidence, uh, that would point to me that these things occurred.

Interrogator: And what in your mind would that evidence be?

Ingram: Well, the way they’ve been acting for at least the last couple years, and, and the fact 
that I’ve not been able to be affectionate with them, uh, even though I want to be. I, I have a 
hard time hugging them or, or even telling them that I love them and, uh, I just know that 
that’s not natural.

Interrogator: If I asked you if you, and this is a yes or no answer, touched Julie inappropriately 
sexually, what would you say?

Ingram: I’d have to say yes.

Interrogator: And what about Ericka?

Ingram: Again I would have to say yes.

Interrogator: Would this be, uh, occurrences over a long term?

Ingram: Whew, yes.

Interrogator: What would you think the age of Ericka would’ve been when these things first 
started happening between you and her?

Ingram: I can’t recall myself, but I know that the age of five has come up in a couple 
conversations.

Interrogator: What do you remember?

Ingram: I don’t remember anything.

Psychologist: Choose life over living death. You are as alone as Jesus was in the desert when he 
was comforted.

Police: God’s given you the tools to do this.

Ingram: Oh Jesus, merciful Jesus, help me.

Police: And now he’s left it up to you to make the decision. You’ve got to show him by what 
you do and what you say as to whether you’re worthy of his love and redemption and 
salvation.

Ingram: Oh Jesus! Help me Lord! Help me Lord!

Psychologist: One of the things that would help you, Paul, is if you’d stop asking for help and 
just let yourself sit back, not try to think about anything. Just let yourself go and relax. No 
one’s going to hurt you. We want your help. Just relax.

Police: Why don’t you tell us what happened to Julie, Paul? What happened at that poker 
game?

Ingram: I see Julie lying on the floor on a sheet. She’s on her stomach…



Ingram: I can’t visualize it in my own mind. I haven’t gotten to the point that I can – and I 
don’t know any other way to say it, but I can’t see it yet. I think it’s just a matter of me 
getting into that part of my brain or whatever and, and give me the pieces, but they’re just 
not there yet.

(Later)

Ingram: Boy, it’s almost like I’m making it up. But I’m not – trying not to. What do I have 
here? What do I have here? Who am I seeing here? It doesn’t make sense. It’s like watching 
a movie. Uh, oh, it’s like a horror movie.

Psychologist: Paul, I’m not sure that you should go on at this point.

Ingram: I don’t have a clear picture. I, I’m not sure what I’m seeing. I, I don’t know what I’ve 
got in my mind here. Doesn’t make any sense to me. Uh, Lord help me. Give me – figure 
out what this is. I don’t want to see things that aren’t right, Lord. I don’t know where I’m at 
now. Let me just relax. Let me relax. Lord, give me a picture. Give me a picture.

Kassin & Keichel (1996)
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