
the field, and I knew if we did not come together as a team 
during preseason, the 2003 season would be a challenge.  
However, my worries and concerns quickly faded as the 

returning players embraced the new players 
from day one and continued to mentor 
them throughout the season.  I’ve said it 
many times this year and I’ll say it again - 
the six returning players deserve a lot of the 

credit of the team’s turn around in 2003. 
     In the classroom, the team excelled yet again.  
My first year at MSU-B, the team GPA was above 
a 3.0 both semesters.  This fall, the team achieved 
a 3.31 GPA, and had over 75% of our team 
achieve individual GPAs over 3.0.  I’ve coached at 
two universities prior to MSU-B and did not see 
the same commitment level from those players 
towards academics that I see from my current 
players.  They are truly student-athletes, not the 

other way around. 
     While the level of play, leadership, and 
commitment to academics would be enough 
to make many coaches around the country 

proud, I have a group of players who go beyond expecta-
tions.  The players in our program are committed to and 
recognize the importance of being involved in the Billings 
community.  All of the players in the program are involved 
in donating some of their free time to various organizations 
throughout Billings.  Our players are involved with local 
churches, Eagle Mount, YMCA, and the local soccer clubs 
(Magic City and Yellowstone Soccer Association).  Our play-
ers greatly appreciate everything the community does for 
our program.  We realize we can not give near as much 
back, but are hopeful that we make a small impact in 
helping this wonderful community. 
     The players are also routinely active in fundraising for 
the program.  At every home basketball game this winter, 
the players went throughout the stands selling 50/50 raffle 
tickets to help raise money.  There were probably a million 
other things the players could have been doing other than 
selling raffle tickets, but they took the time to raise money 
to help improve their program.  Again, I’ve been at two 
other universities and did not see this commitment level 
from any of those athletes. 
     This past year I have received several pats on the back 
giving me credit for the turn around in the women’s soccer 
program.  I appreciated the compliments, but I must let all 
of you know that I have very little to do with the turn-
around.  The credit belongs to the most special group of 
student-athletes I’ve had the opportunity to be associated 
with - - the WOMEN OF MSU-BILLINGS SOCCER!!! 

     I’ve now been the head coach of the Women’s Soccer 
program for over a year and a half.  I feel the program has 
definitely taken steps toward our goal of becoming ranked 
in the top ten of the NCAA Division II Far 
West region.  
     In 2002, the program had a disappoint-
ing 2-14 season.  This past season we showed 
improvement by going 6-10-1 (five of those 
loses were by one goal, with three of those five 
coming in overtime).  Our team defense in 2002 
gave up 3.89 goals per game.  In 2003, we low-
ered that average to 1.6 goals allowed per game. 
     So how does a program improve their team 
defense and their win/loss record by 4.5 games in 
one year?  There are 17 answers to that question:  
Alyssa Wolfer, Megan Plank, Raquel Macias, 
Megan Beckstead, Candy Cherry, Stacy Dix, 
Mandy Reed, Jenni Furman, Heidi Robertson, Sara 
Otis, Jenny Moellendorf, Margot Merrill-
Johnson, Stephanie Clark, Ally Taylor, Mi-
chelle Kinzer, Kelsey Vinnedge, and Kendal 
Blanc. 
     As the head coach of this program, I had the pleasure of 
being associated with this great group of young women in 
the fall.  I saw firsthand how hard work, dedication, team-
work, discipline, and passion of 17 players could bring the 

level of play in our pro-
gram up a level. 
     While the play of the 
team this season made 
me proud, there were 
many other things the 
players did that made 
me even more proud.   
     Perhaps the greatest 
pride I took from the 
2003 team was witness-
ing the leadership of the 
six returning players, 
particularly the three 
seniors (Otis, Reed, and 
Robertson).  Before the 
season began, my big-
gest concern was how 
well the eleven new ad-
ditions would mesh with 
the six returning players.  
Team unity makes a big  
impact on how well a 
team will perform on 

Congratulations  
Ally Taylor!!! 

2003 NSCAA  
West Region 2nd Team 
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2003 In Review2003 In Review  
     The MSU-Billings Women’s Soccer team took steps in the 
right direction this past season towards achieving their ulti-
mate goals.  Although they didn’t achieve a .500 record as 
hoped, the 6-10-1 finish was a vast improvement from the 
2-14 record the previous year. 
     The Yellowjackets started 2003 off with a bang.  They 
shutout Laramie County Community College 4-0 in an exhi-
bition match, and went on to win the MSU-Billings Cup 
Sponsored by Thrifty Car Rental with a tie against St. Cloud 
State and a convincing 2-0 win over East Stroudsburg Uni-
versity in the championship game.  Freshman Megan Plank 
(Phoenix, AZ) was named the tournament MVP for her stel-
lar performance in goal, posting two shutouts and recording  
15 saves in her first two collegiate games. 
     The very next weekend MSU-Billings hosted the 2nd An-
nual Youth Soccer Weekend Sponsored by Magic City Soccer 
and Yellowstone Soccer Association.  The Lady Jackets took 
on Far West Regional opponent Northwest Nazarene Univer-
sity.  Entering the game, MSU-B was 0-3 against the Crusad-
ers, and 0-19 against all Far West Regional opponents in the 
program’s history.  Freshman Ally Taylor (Ojai, CA) scored 
the team’s first goal about 25 minutes into the game, be-
ginning a scoring frenzy for the Yellowjackets.  The team 
scored three more goals in a span of just five minutes.  The 
MSU-B defense took care of the rest, shutting out the Cru-
saders 4-0 and allowing only three shots on goal.  Plank and 
fellow freshman keeper Alyssa Wolfer (Longmont, CO) 
shared the team’s third shutout of the season. 
     With the confidence of being 2-0-1 and not yet allowing 
a single goal, the Yellowjackets traveled to Washington to 
face the toughest competition up until this point.  Unfortu-
nately, the team ran out of steam.  After giving up their 
first goal of the season to Central Washington, MSU-B was 
unable to recover.  They went on to lose to nationally 
ranked (16th) Seattle University and regionally ranked (7th) 
Seattle Pacific University.   
     Looking to recover from three loses on the road, the 
Yellowjackets traveled across town to face Rocky Mountain 
College in the first of two games of the 2nd Annual Rimrock 
Cup.  MSU-B had something to prove after losing last year’s 
Cup, and did just that.  The Yellowjackets scored just three 
minutes into the game and never let up.  They convincingly 
shutout Rocky 3-0, gaining the edge in the 2003 Cup. 
     The Lady Jackets were on the road again, this time visit-
ing the toughest teams they would play all season.  The trip 
to San Francisco had the team playing Far West regionally 
ranked (9th) Chico State, previous nationally and regionally 
ranked Sonoma State, and regionally ranked (4th) San Fran-
cisco State.  Plank put together yet another amazing show-
ing in net, saving 14 shots and sending the game into over-
time 0-0.  Taylor had four of the team’s five shots on goal, 
including one that bounced off the crossbar in overtime.  
However, the team just couldn’t connect and went on to 
lose 1-0.  MSU-B ended up 0-3 on the trip. 

     Entering the second half of the season, the team was 
confident it could still turn things around and finish at 
least .500.  Their next game against the University of Mary 
was the first step in doing so.  The Yellowjackets defeated 
the Marauders 4-1, and set a new attendance record for 
Yellowjacket Field in the process. 
     MSU-B traveled a long 12 hours to the University of Min-
nesota-Crookston on their last road trip of the season, eas-
ily defeating the team 4-1.  After the game, the Yellow-
jackets boarded a bus and headed to Aberdeen, SD to face 
Central Regionally ranked (7th) Northern State University.  
One game away from a .500 record, the team came out 
fighting.  Shortly before halftime, junior Stephanie Clark 
(Tualatin, OR) nailed a header off a corner kick from Tay-
lor.  Northern State turned up the pressure in the second 
half, but the Yellowjackets held on for the win and im-
proved their record to 6-6-1.  Plank earned her third shut-
out of the year and the team’s fifth.  
     In-state opponent Carroll College traveled to Yellow-
jacket Field, and ended up breaking the MSU-B three-game 
winning streak.  The Saints gained a 7-5 all-time series edge 
with the win.  Carroll struck first on a break away, but jun-
ior Margot Merrill-Johnson (Salt Lake City, UT) tied the 
game shortly after.  Both teams played strong, but Carroll 
was able to get another break away, ending the game 2-1. 
     Two NCAA Division I teams in Utah Valley State and Uni-
versity of Northern Colorado came to Yellowjacket Field the 
next weekend.  Playing with a whipping wind, both teams 
had to work hard to make anything happen.  The Wolver-
ines were able to find the net twice, shutting out MSU-B.  
After the disappointing loss, the Lady Jackets were looking 
forward to the game against UNC.  Each team had chances 
to score on yet another windy day, but ended the second 
half scoreless.  The game went into overtime, and UNC was 
able to score the game winner on a corner kick. 
     With a .500 record now out of reach, the Yellowjackets’ 
goal was to win the last two games of the season and finish 
on a positive note.  This included game two of the Rimrock 
Cup.  On an extremely windy and frigid day, both teams 
were put to the test.  However, Rocky was able to slot in 
the winning goal off a corner kick in overtime to tie the 
2003 Cup series.  The series then went to a shoot-out.  
Rocky made all of their shots and ended up claiming the 
Cup for the second year in a row. 
     University of North Dakota was scheduled as the team’s 
last game of the season, but was cancelled due to the 
weather. 
     While the season ended on a disappointing note, overall 
the team took a great step toward rebuilding the program.  
2003 proved to be a record-breaking year in numerous cate-
gories for both the team and individual players.  The year 
also saw the end of three seniors’ careers, each who will be 
truly missed: Sara Otis (Vancouver, WA), Mandy Reed 
(Denver, CO), and Heidi Robertson (Great Falls, MT). 



♦ Sam Acevedo (Mesa, AZ): Midfielder for Highland 
HS . . . earned First Team All-Region honors as a senior, 
scoring five goals and adding 12 assists . . . tallied the 
most assists and helped team to regional championship 
as a freshman . . . played with current Yellowjacket 
Megan Plank with the Scottsdale Futbol Club . . . ma-
joring in liberal arts. 

♦ Lacey Albrent (Ojai, CA): Transfer from Ventura 
County Community College . . . three-year letter winner 
at Nordoff HS . . . earned All-CIF honors as a senior . . .  
former teammate of current Yellowjacket Ally Taylor . . 
. majoring in health and human performance. 

♦ Abby Bennett (Livingston, MT): Two-time all-state 
selection for Park HS . . . named team’s MVP as a junior 
and senior . . . led team to two 4th place finishes in Class 
A in its first two years as a program . . . scored 35 goals 
in two seasons . . . majoring in physical education and 
minoring in coaching.      

♦ Vanessa Edwards (Kent, WA): Midfielder for Kent-
wood HS . . . earned all-league honors as a junior and 
senior . . . helped team to a regional playoff appear-
ance . . . major is undecided. 

♦ Janica Larsen (Salt Lake City, UT): Defender for 
Skyline HS . . . served as team captain . . . named 
team’s Most Improved Player as a senior . . . helped 
team to a regional championship and 2nd place finish 
in the state . . . majoring in  occupational therapy/
elementary education. 

2004 Recruiting Class2004 Recruiting Class  

2003 Record Book Updates2003 Record Book Updates  

♦ Lauren Mackey (Casper, WY): Defender for Na-
trona HS . . . earned all-region, all-state and all-
conference honors . . . helped team to state champion-
ship last season . . . major is undecided. 

♦ Kaylee Neal  (Casper, WY): Defender for Natrona 
HS . . . named Wyoming Gatorade Player of the Year 
her junior year . . . earned all-region, all-state and all-
conference honors . . . major is undecided. 

♦ Anita Renemans (Casper, WY): Goalkeeper for 
Natrona HS . . . in goal for team’s state championship 
last season . . . earned region, state and conference hon-
ors last year . . . majoring in education. 

♦ Brittney Sandau (Billings, MT): Four-year starter 
for Billings West HS . . . led team in goals and assists as a 
senior . . . helped team advance to fourth consecutive 
state tournament . . . earned all-conference honors 
three years . . . named to Class AA all-state team as a 
junior and senior . . . major in undecided. 

♦ Amy Stephens (Colorado Springs, CO): Senior 
captain for Rampart HS . . . Coaches Second Team All-
League selection as a junior . . . played on state semi-
finalist Colorado Rush Swoosh U19 Select club team . . . 
majoring in health and human performance. 

♦ Sarah Wilcox (Boise, ID): Transfer from Walla Walla 
Community College . . . earned conference and aca-
demic honors . . . started all 46 games at Walla Walla . . 
. earned All-Southeastern Idaho honors her senior year 
in high school . . . majoring in special education. 

Team Records 
♦ 3rd - Most points in a season, 58 
♦ 3rd - Most goals in a season, 21 
♦ 3rd - Most assists in a season, 16 
♦ 3rd - Most wins in a season, 6 
♦ 3rd - Least amount of time between goals, 1:25 
♦ 2nd - Most saves in a season, 137 
♦ 2nd - Most shutouts in a season, 5 
♦ 2nd - Best goals against average (team), 1.6 
♦ 2nd - Fewest goals allowed in a season, 28 
♦ 2nd - Consecutive shutouts, 3 
♦ 2nd - Consecutive shutout minutes (team), 323:53 (tie) 
♦ 2nd - Unbeaten streak, 3 (occurred twice) 
♦ 2nd - Unbeaten streak on the road, 2 (still alive) 
♦ 2nd - Consecutive wins, 3 
♦ 2nd - Consecutive home wins, 3 
♦ 2nd - Consecutive road wins, 2 (still alive) 
♦ 2nd - Least amount of time between goals scored, 1:07 
♦ 2nd - Most improved win-loss-tie record, 4.5 games 
♦ 1st - Consecutive unbeaten streak, 4 
♦ 1st - Highest attendance, 237 
♦ 1st - Highest season average attendance, 100 
♦ 1st - Highest season total attendance, 799 

Individual Records 
♦ Sara Otis (Senior, Vancouver, WA) 
        -3rd - Most career points, 29 (10 goals, 9 assists) 
        -2nd - Most career assists, 9 
        -2nd - Fastest goal, 1:32 (vs. Minnesota-Crookston) 
♦ Margot Merrill-Johnson (Junior, Salt Lake City, 

UT) 
        -2nd - Most career points, 39 (17 goals, 5 assists) 
        -2nd - Most career goals, 17 
        -2nd - Least time between goals scored by the same 
 player,  1:25 
♦ Megan Plank (Freshman, Phoenix, AZ) 
        -3rd - Most minutes played in a season by a goal-
 keeper, 1096:04 
        -2nd - Most shutouts in a season,  
        -2nd - Consecutive shutout minutes by an individual, 
 268:05 
        -1st - Lowest goals against average, 1.15 
♦ Mandy Reed (Senior, Denver, CO) 
        -3rd - Most games started, 60 
♦ Heidi Robertson (Senior, Great Falls, MT) 
        -2nd - Most games played, 65 
♦ Ally Taylor (Freshman, Ojai, CA) 
        -3rd - Most career assists, 7 
        -2nd - Most points in a season, 21 (7 goals, 7 assists) 
        -1st - Most assists in a season, 7 (tie) 
        -1st - Consecutive games with at least one point, 5 (tie) 



Upcoming Yellowjacket EventsUpcoming Yellowjacket Events  
  * * “Run to Red Lodge”, Sunday May 3rd * * 

* *  MSU-B Girl’s Soccer Camp (ages 6 - 12), June 21 - 25 * * 
* * MSU-B Boy’s and Girl’s Residential Soccer Camp (ages 13 - 18), June 27 - July 2 * * 

* * MSU-B Boy’s and Girl’s Soccer Camp, Green River, WY (ages 6 - 18), July 25 - 30 * * 
* * MSU-B Boy’s and Girl’s Soccer Camp, Whitefish, MT (ages 6 - 18), August 1 - 6 * * 

2003 Yellowjacket Awards Winners2003 Yellowjacket Awards Winners2003 Yellowjacket Awards Winners   
   

- Newcomer of the Year:  Megan Plank, Freshman - Phoenix, AZ - 
- Scholar Athlete:  Margot Merrill-Johnson, Junior - Salt Lake City, UT - 

- Most Valuable Player:  Megan Plank, Freshman - Phoenix, AZ - 
- “Quest for Excellence”:  Sara Otis, Senior - Vancouver, WA - 
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