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HSTA/R 499 
Senior Thesis/Capstone (formerly HIST 499: “Historical Methods”)
Fall Semester, 2009

I want to shake people up, because I feel that is what history is about.  It is not about confirming what you already know, but about stretching it and turning it upside down and then reaffirming some values, or putting some into question.

Natalie Zemon Davis, Historian
	
	


Dr. Keith Edgerton	Office:   LA 818
Office Hours:  	Phone:  657-2895
M-Th, 2:00-3:30 p.m.	Main History Office:  657-2119 
& By Appointment				

E-Mail:  kedgerton@msubillings.edu


COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This will be the most demanding history course, and perhaps even the most demanding overall course, you will take in your college career.  Your main goal is to write, in various stages over the course of the semester, a 25-page advanced level historical paper, appropriately researched and accurately documented.  You will also engage in leading a college-level discussion about a facet of American history (working with others in a small group).

The course is open only to advanced level students.  Students must have successfully completed at least twelve semester credit hours of history or have my consent in order to take this class.  If you are a freshman or sophomore and you have not taken twelve credit hours of history and you have not talked with me prior to registering for this class, please drop this class.  If have an overly full semester and you know in advance that you cannot devote an enormous amount of time and energy this semester to this class, please drop it today. 

COURSE PURPOSE 

History, as the British historian Edward Hallett Carr once wrote, "is a continuous process of interaction between the historian and his facts, an unending dialogue between the present and the past."   It is contentious, it is highly interpretative, and it is alive and vibrant.  This course will immerse you that world of interaction, into that dialogue, and into that vibrancy.  It can make you a better writer, communicator, and a more analytical thinker.   We will accomplish this through an overview of how historians think, read, and study about the past, as well as how they express the fruit of these pursuits in written form.  It will be run as a seminar for the most part; as such there will be a great deal of in-class discussion and critique of your written drafts early in the semester and mostly self-directed research and writing during the latter part.   In the course of the semester, you will learn what it takes to write an advanced level, historically-based research paper through use of primary and secondary sources that is written and documented according to professional standards.  I have attached a list of the standard assessment policy for this course adopted by the MSU-Billings history faculty.


REQUIRED READINGS (available in the bookstore) 

Terry Anderson, The Sixties, 2nd ed. (New York: Longman Press, 2006);

James Loewen, Lies My Teacher Told Me:  Everything Your American History Textbook Got Wrong, 2nd ed. (New York:  The New Press, 2007);

Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th ed. (Chicago:  Chicago University Press, 2007)


TEACHING APPROACH AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

This class is largely "decentered" in approach.  Though there will be a handful of content-based lectures for the first several weeks, the bulk of the course will be made up of discussions and critique conversations. Discussion, or daily participation in the topic du jour, is expected of all students.  For the most part, daily discussion of the readings and issues that arise in the course of researching and writing of the paper will dominate our class periods.  As such I expect all students to avail themselves fully of the readings which will comprise the bulk of classroom discussion and be prepared as any professional is within her or his field.  Simply put, class participation is mandatory.   You will fail this class if you don't participate actively.  I will also call on people.  You will go public with your ideas and with your writing.  Daily preparation, thus, is essential and even mandatory if you don't want to look foolish in front of your god, your classmates, and me.  You are on the verge of becoming a professional and now is the time, to quote an old Montana saying, “to cowboy up.”

The single most important "product" of this course will be a research paper, based almost exclusively on original historical source material centered on a topic of your choosing from American history of the 1960s.  This is intended to be a "term paper" in the fullest sense of the phrase.  Students in this class will need to begin work on it from the first day of class in the conceptualization phase, and continue work through the last day of the semester in revision and rewriting.  Your work will come as close to perfection as it can come in your college career.  I will require it.  You will not be able to hide, you will not be able to cut corners, you will not turn in shoddy work in the least.    

POLICIES IN EFFECT FOR THE DURATION OF THE SEMESTER 

Attendance: 

Since we will be covering skills and methods necessary for the proper completion of the main paper assignment, daily class attendance is absolutely necessary.  I will take attendance regularly.  Note: completion of all assignments on time is necessary in this course.  Assignments submitted late, except for documented, bona fide medical reasons, will not be accepted.  Regular attendance and class participation are critical for your grade in this course.  Period.  

Plagiarism: 

During the course of the semester, we will be covering proper methods and practices concerning the use of the words and ideas of other scholars.  Therefore, plagiarism will certainly be an issue of discussion in the course.   Please read Turabian, pages 77-81 to get a fuller understanding of the issue.  Any instances of plagiarism at any stage of the process up to and including within the final research paper will result in your immediate failure of the course and remanding to the Dean of College of Arts and Sciences and the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs for possible expulsion from the University.  If you fail this course you will not graduate with a history degree or a history teaching option certification, so thus, for all intents and purposes if you cheat in this course your college career at MSU-Billings will be abruptly and irrevocably over. Any questions about proper citation of sources or paraphrasing material should be directed to me as soon as possible (again, see Turabian as well).  

As you may imagine I have little respect and no tolerance for those who pass off someone else's work as their own.  Given the explosion in the use of the Internet please be advised that I am both aware of the existence of any number of "paper mills" online and I have software that I can and will utilize to detect students' use (or more appropriately, abuse) of these resources. In the final analysis, copying simply isn't worth the risks. 

Grade Points/Percentage: 
Outline:		  		5
Introductory Paragraph:		5
First Draft				10
Class Participation			10  (including Lies My Teacher Told Me assignment)
Final Research Paper:		70 

Total:					100

90-100		=	A
80-89		=	B
70-79		=	C
60-69		=	D		Below  60 	=	F

Note:  I do use plus/minus grading.  Within two points at the upper end of the scale receives a plus, i.e., 88/89=B+.  Within one point at the bottom receives a minus, i.e., 81/80=B-, etc.



Road Map of the Course (subject to significant detouring, though due dates are firm unless I notify you differently in advance).  Fridays are our discussion days for Lies.

Date--Topic 

9/9 	Introduction
9/11 	What Good is History?

Readings:	Begin Anderson, Begin Turabian (read pp. 3-81 by 10/7)
9/14	American Historiography 
9/16	The Quiescent Fifties
9/18	Cold War America
9/21	JFK/LBJ and Liberal America 
9/23	The Rights Struggle 
9/25	Vietnam	

Readings:	Finish Anderson
9/28	Vietnam
9/30	Anti-War
10/2	Counter-Culture

Readings for the week: Lies, chapter 1
10/5	Discussion on choosing topics
10/7	Discussion about sources
10/9 	***Outline Due*** (with preliminary list of sources).   Discussion (led by Professor Edgerton) on Chapter 1

Readings for the week: Lies, Chapters 2 & 3 (Group 1); Turabian, pp, 82-132 by 10/30
10/12 	Group Discussions
10/14	Group Discussions 
10/16	***Introductory Paragraph Due***

Readings for the week: Lies, Chapters 4&5 (Group 2)
10/19	Paragraph Critiques
10/21	Paragraph Critiques 
10/23	Paragraph Critiques

Readings for the Week:  Lies, Chapters 6&7  (Group 3)
10/26	Work on Revisions and Individual Conferences 
10/28	Work on Revisions and Individual Conferences 
10/30	Work on Revisions and Individual Conferences 

Readings for the week: Lies, Chapters 8&9 (Group 4); Turabian, all of Part II!
11/2	Style 
11/4	Footnotes 
11/6	***First Drafts Due*** (12 double-spaced pages)


Readings for November 9-23:  Lies, Chapters 10&11 (Group 5, discussion on 11/13)
11/9	First Draft Discussion
11/11	No class, Veterans Day
11/13	First Draft Discussions
11/16 	Final Draft Revisions
11/18	Final Draft Revisions
11/20	No Class
11/23	Final Draft Revisions
11/25	No Class, Thanksgiving
11/27	No Class, Thanksgiving

Readings for the Week, Lies, Chapter 12&13 (Group 6); Turabian, part III, all of which applies to your paper
11/30	Student Consultations		
12/2	Student Consultations
12/4	Final Draft Discussions

Readings for the Week
12/7	Student Consultations
12/9	Student Consultations
12/11	Debriefing

FINAL PAPER DUE:  Monday, December 14, 2007, 11:50 a.m.  My office, LA 818

Accompanying your final paper, you must turn in your thesis/outline/preliminary bibliography, & first drafts (i.e., your entire portfolio). 

Please turn all cell phones OFF each and every day you are in class.  No texting in class.   Ever.


History Department Assessment Policy of HSTA/R 499

In the HSTA/R 499 Senior Thesis/Capstone course, the Department of History requires that students who successfully complete the course be able to:
1. identify primary sources and secondary sources and assess their validity and applicability to the project in question, 
2. use such sources to construct historical knowledge through analysis and interpretation, 
3. compose a persuasive and clearly written essay that maintains and supports an historical thesis and
4. express the fruits of this labor in a paper that meets the format and citation expectations of the discipline.
These outcomes are assessed through the use of rubrics that are designed to assess individual components of the project.  Specifically the paper will be assessed on the following criteria:

I. Composition, Organization, and Grammar
	A. Organization and Topic Sentences
	B. Language Conventions
	C. Word Choice and Phrasing
	D. Length
II. Citation
	Footnotes/Endnotes
III. Evidence and Sources
	A. Sources
	B. Research Effort
	C. Quality of Information/Evidence
	D. Secondary Sources
	E. Primary Sources
	F. Use of Quotations as Evidence
	G. Persuasion
IV. Argument
	A. Thesis
	B. Support of Ideas/Analysis
	C. Development of Ideas/Evidence
V. Format
	A. Introduction
	B. Body
	C. Conclusion

