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	The next passage in my journey is a love affair.  I am in love with Montana.  For other states I have admiration, respect, recognition, even some affection, but with Montana it is love, and it's difficult to analyze love when you're in it. . . .
--John Steinbeck, American writer

	
Everywhere the Montanan is surrounded by his real heritage.  Almost nowhere will he recognize it.
	--Ross Toole, Montana Historian 
	
Montana and the West
HSTA 460
Fall, 2009
8:40-10:10 Tues/Thur.



Dr. Keith Edgerton	Office:  LA 818
Office Hours:	Phone:  657-2895  
Tues/Wed/Thur:  2:00-3:30 p.m.	Main History Office:  657-2119
And By Appointment
	
E-Mail:  kedgerton@msubillings.edu

Welcome to Montana and the West (this course was formerly, Hist 424: “Montana History”)  I strongly feel that Montana, despite its relative remoteness and small population has one of the richest, most fascinating histories of any state in the Union.  We have always held a seductive lure to outsiders drawn by our abundance of natural resources and space.  As we'll see this has been both our blessing and our curse.  We truly are, as a recent anthology of literature proclaimed, one of "the last best places."

History 460 provides, in roughly chronological order, a basic narrative and topical account of Montana's past.  It is organized on a lecture/discussion format (with plenty of informal discussion), a local field trip, and a good deal of assigned reading and writing compressed into the semester.   It is an upper-division history course and as such you will be expected to write coherent in-class essays and out-of-class papers reflective of an advanced level university student.  

Required Texts:  Available in the MSU-Billings Bookstore in paperback; please purchase them.

Fritz, Swartout, and Murphy, Montana Legacy (cited below as “ML”)

Edgerton, Montana Justice

Welch, Fools Crow

Blew, All But the Waltz



Recommended:

Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History

Course and Reading Schedule:  (subject to alteration if necessary).

9/10		Introduction:  Montana, a land of contrasts
9/15		Just in the Right Place:  The First Montanans, (begin reading Fools Crow)		 
9/17		Field Trip:  Pictograph Caves 
9/22		Discovering Montana:  Lewis and Clark
9/24		The Geography of Imagination vs. the Geography of Reality (ML, 1-26)	RP1
9/29		Field Trip:  Pompey’s Pillar (meet in class at 8:30, back by 10:30)
10/1		Discovering Montana:  Furs, Artists, and Missionaries			RP2
10/6		Discovering Montana:  Oro Y Plata (ML 45-64)
10/8		Territorial Pains, Politics, and Prisons (Montana Justice, ix-68)		RP3
10/13		Conquest.  Film:  "Last Stand at Little Bighorn" (ML 27-44) 
10/15		Discussion:  Fools Crow 							RP4	 
10/20		RRs, Bison, and Cattle
10/22		Copper and Montana's Black Heart (ML 79-102)				RP5
10/27		The War of the Copper Kings
10/29		A Company State (ML 177-200 & Montana Justice, 69-96)			RP6
11//3		Resistance
11/5		Resistance (continued) & Congresswoman Rankin from 
		Montana (ML 152-176).  Begin reading All but the Waltz			RP7	
11/10		Homestead Boom, photography courtesy of Evelyn Cameron			
11/12		Homestead Bust and the Legacy						RP8
11/17		Discussion of All But the Waltz and good writing
11/19		No Class						
11/24		A Clean and Healthful Environment						RP9
11/26		Thanksgiving, No Class
12/1		The Giant Cup of Poison (ML 246-265 and 310-340)
12/3		Environmental Warfare							RP10	
12/8		Libby
12/10		A Snapshot of the Present and Montana's Future; (Montana Justice, 97-111; ML 341-358).  Final Exam distributed.  Final exam IS comprehensive.
		
12/16		Final Exam and Thinkpieces due, 1:50 p.m., my office, LA 818

Attendance

I take attendance periodically. I expect you to be in class everyday (why sign up for a class you're not going to attend?  Seems like an utter waste of money).  More than two unexcused absences lowers your grade by one half (i.e., B- to C+), no matter what your point total might be.




Assignments:

There will be 1) 10 short response papers (noted on schedule above as “RP”) due on Thursdays of nearly every week covering reading assignments—I will distribute the question on the previous Thursday; I will also distribute a handout on the guidelines for these papers; 2) a comprehensive take-home final essay exam distributed the last day of class and due on December 16;   3) finally, you are to complete a 5-7 page “thinkpiece” on All But the Waltz.   The instructions for this assignment are attached to this syllabus.   

Graduate Students:  As an alternative graduate increment, I would like you to research and write a 12-14 page research paper, based on primary historical documentation, on any aspect of Montana history that appeals to you.  The paper is due the day of the final exam and will be in lieu of the final exam.   Please consult me for guidance sometime prior to the last day of the semester.  

Grading

10 1 page response papers					100 points
Final								100 points
Thinkpiece							100 points

Total								300 points

I grade on a straight scale (90/80/70/60) but I use plus/minuses grading.  Thus:

275-300 = A
268-274 = A-
263-267 = B+
266-245 = B
244-239 = B-
233-238 = C+
215-232 = C
209-214 = C-
203-208 = D+
185-202 = D
179-184 = D-
<179	 = F.

Thinkpiece instructions

These instructions are intentionally open-ended and admittedly not precise.  I do this because I expect you to do your own thinking, reflecting, and writing.  There are few specifics I want to see in your papers.  But generally you should somehow consider the following:

This thinkpiece uses All But the Waltz as a springboard for an interpretative essay on significant aspects of Montana's history during the twentieth century.  You may deal with one big issue or several big issues.  You do not need a title.  You may use additional sources but are not expected to do so.   Your final paper should be 5-7 pages, typed, double-spaced. Your essay will be evaluated in terms of:

	a.	how well it demonstrates a careful and thoughtful reading of the book (an essential part of the assignment),
	b.	the insight that it provides into Montana history (how, for example, it reflects important themes in the course) and
	c.	the imagination and sophistication with which it is written.

You may quote widely from the text (though don't simply string large blocks of text together with a few sentences of your own).  Place page # in parentheses after the quote.  In a sense this assignment is like an extended, critical, analytical book review (not simply a report).   

 I do plan to talk a little more about thinkpieces and quality writing generally before the assignment is due.  I do strongly encourage you, however, to come in and discuss your ideas and directions you may want to take with this assignment.  Especially come in and talk if you’re confused about anything!

********
One final word.  I expect academic honesty of all students.  The categories of prohibited activities specifically of concern are cheating and plagiarism.  Neither will be tolerated on examinations, papers, or other academic activities.  Cheating is broadly defined as any activity, method or technique which gives a student unfair advantage over other students in the completion of evaluated work or which substitutes work done by another for one's own.  Plagiarism involves submitting, as one's own, the words and/or ideas of others without proper and customary acknowledgement of one's sources.  The penalty for violations of academic honesty is FAILURE IN THE COURSE and remanding to the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs for possible expulsion from the university.  Don't cheat or plagiarize, it isn't worth it.  If you are in doubt about anything you have written please do not hesitate to see me!

Please turn all cell phones OFF each and every day you are in class.  No texting.   Ever.







Montana, Montana, glory of the West
Of all the states from coast to coast you’re easily the best . . .
Montana, Montana, skies are always blue
M-O-N-T-A-N-A, Montana I love you . . .
